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Papers relating to the Condition of Christians in Turkey, 


N&. L 

Acting Consul Abbott to Lord J* Russell.—(Received Amjwt 3.) 

(Non 240 

Mv Loyd* Nona stir, July !J* ISfiO. 

IN comp Li mice with ittstnlfctbil# (Vow Her Majesty's Ambuwautar at 
ConsraTitJUoplep I have the* honour to transmit to yam - Lordship herewith 
inclosed, copies of a despatch nml its indosurc, which I have this day add lessee I 
to Sir Henry Bulwer in answer to Isis Excellency's two circular dewpatchcs ul 
ilic ! Ills of June lust, relative to ttse condition of the Christians in Turkey, 

I have, Sic. 

{Signed) rich&iid am Abbott, 


IncloBiire l in No, 1. 

.'lei I tig Consul , Ibbo 11 (0 Sir JL Bu liver. 

Sir, Monastir) July 18(10. 

1 HAVE thi! honour in ackpw leclga tho receipt of your Excel leuoy's two 
eiicujar despatches of Use 11th of June Inst, illative to the condition of the 

Christiana in Turkey, and l beg to transmit herewith inclosed* iinswera to the 

twenty-live Qut-ri^ contained in tin: hitter circular despatch. 

I venture respectfully to state to your Excellency that from niy knowledge 
of Turkey and its iiihfthitonte, ! I irmly believe tliul, notwithstanding any 
privileges and udvimLigvs which may he grunted Vo the Cluistlnns, tlicsv, 

although Etppnrcnt.lv satisfied al first, will never desist tVoin complaining 

eventually of the Turkish yoke, and milking their complaints roach tile ear of 
European Powers, magnifying to a great degree, as is their usual habit, any 
injustice to which they may have keen subjected by Mussulmans, 

With Russia* on one side, holding out to the Rulgnrkms the prospects of an 
independent use ion, and with Greece, on the other* promising to the Crocks 
iIilui' union with the mother country, it is difficult, and 1 may even say 
impossible, to eradicate; the hatred of such deep rout us that which ut present 
exists between Christians ami Mussulmans, 

As long as these two countries eonriituu to maintain the policy that they 
have hitherto pursued* the Christian element in Turkey will ever evince a 
disaHvelioiL for il s Ottoman rulers, howsoever great way be the privileges ami 
advantages conceded to it. 

It is since the Russian campaign of 1B2D, that the Bulgarians have felt a 
sympathy tor Russia* looking up to her m their future liberator, rtml believing 
timl ltuE*iu wns since™, when* in opening her campaigns against Turkey* she 
ostensibly declared tlinV those cmiipusgiiH were undertaken for the delivery of her 
coreligionists from Ottoman persecution and from mi infidel yoke. 

The Ibik'iu-iiLHs.. of course* ignorant of her real motives, and full of the 
Pamdavisiiv nmiuns infused in them by EtuBSiun embaaries, have contBauctl to 
fed that sumo sympathy mid love for a country whose religion Is alike, whose 












2 


lanauaca is derived from the same source, ntid wbff| indcfnrigabfon&is, in tlwii 

egs? lUrL* «* m> mm and tlKir 

h Tlie Ihdgarians Greeks have only to look back to fifteen, ami 
twenty vears when, with justice, they might have complained of the kur<kii of 
t (J r thraldom ■ hut now, l«w great is the 'difference! And yet, ouuu rotishud 

«ilh wliat they'havp, they U«k forewd to thrir "“*"1*^ SS 

which, un the one hend. # rnoko them 5 (1 ? h W sSecHf » 

ii L tin- ] Kinds of rapacious functionaries; arid on the other, the b ^J 
Kii«J<lrnn too poor to maintain itself, and where agriculture am! in.nu.UU 
nre abandoned for the pursuit of pedantic studies, t} t . 

*U& my hJbto opinion on this uul.juct, I am * P 

of the Turks, otto exonerating the conduct of sonic of the Furhisti . nou s 
A | m _, H to a great extent, exist ia this Province as wed as m otliu», and 
the evil's canted by these abuses are of such a nature as to at nut op™>« ^ 

I7 nr i.iritnTice a Pasha is apparently eiu honest man, but is s tuimja m 
Intendant is venal, ail then tile inhabitants have to suffer from the mpticd) ol 
‘ I n vhusc a Vico has so much deliberative ptmer with the Pasha. wb*. 
i‘vrhep inKt and weak, allows himself to he influenced by an unpr.#!^ 

— ttZSSB in the MvflJU**. Natives of the.dace 

Kliciv iW hold their office, and with great local interests to protee t, thc> <■« >- 
ui -r for a trifle, at illegal acts. if. by doing so, their interests are u any ™> 
proiaotedi and hence atlix their seals to decisions which have not the uhJitc.l 

L ihuChristian members, they hike their scats at the Mcdjjlsacs as a 
'inlter of Hum but dare not disscnl from tut opinion Mmtted hy the Slus ®. l ' ln ' :111 
members. 1 hear Hint some years back the Christian member ol Hie MedjlisS. 
Monastir was |#med for opposing his Mussu tnao «oU»■ 

V lll0n ,T S t the Mm *'>f the category above ulluded to, l run> n .ijti m > > 

ihu XfZJ Of the Jicdjliss, who, owing to Ins 
niH \ L uj feEiu^ce in the country, carries on. it. may bo wnd, ihc adminifetu - 
' r thiit Pmvii ui 1 Ho is iwejudEod against foreigners ; and lie is n bad viu nn 
J„U fefflilist friend to'those of the mercantile and lobounng clasfiite dwv 

*h** both he, m m^°r 

self-constituted President "(Tthe Tijiircl tComiueraal 1 nhaiiuS). should lie 
removed' and prevented from ever holding any pulilie oll.ee at Momutu. 

. enlioiilinala branches of administration, there 8, I am soil t lo sa;, 
Jldtra *5» by the lower offi#b- emnes Hum the 

?.dt A tU Government awards them ; salaries winch eanttOl keep them 

«*• whom the revenues oj 

the Province are farmed out every year. It is nwe rted 

then) MttUexhn* ntid their employes levy, gcimndlj apeakm . . 

as much as they ought, thus redoeins the contributors of these titlio. to gnat 

pVCS£1HV. j 

(S%c4) UUC RICHARD tiECi mm. 


Inolosure 2 In No. 1. 

Qtu riev and a-liwtusrtf r^ectinj/ ihi* CQ^Hiion oj Christian* fbr 
Quwies. Answers* 

I WII A r r is the generalcanditidn of 1. THK gwjial coiuiirion yl 

'!* Wl,idl y0Ur ^ S^ 5 “ The USmZ mu ‘co,: 

Itott t'\U utfe . teme*a with the laws tlity arc governed 

by, hut, generally B|Knkuig P not with 
the fiLuetioriavieti "m v. lioue humls in the 
authority of the Poi'Ui. 


3 

Queries. Answers. 

2 . What is the relative populatlou, TIje Eyalet or Paehalic oi Morons- 

Christian and Mussulman, as far ns rir is diWidpd into three provinces, vis, T 
your iiifoiTiiEiiioii enables you to pass MormStir, Othridfl, anrl Qeortcha, IJic 
an opinion, within the M province? approximate number of iuhubit#t& is: 

in Aloniistir, 1,000,000; id Ochrida, 
750,000; and in Geortohu, 600,000* 
In McniEistir, the Christians are 75 to 
25 Mussulmans; in OcLirida^ ds r i to 
and in {Hcortclia, 34 to Gd; i f-, aboill 
1,359,500 Christians, and l 3 I90 t 5(K) 
Mussulmans, on an average in the 
whole EyaloL 

3. What is* generally speakihg* apart 3. The Mussnlanans form tba great 
from religion, the occupation and poel- bulk of proprietors in the country; and 
lion iu life of the Christinne on the one the Christians form the groat majority 
tiiand t and of tho Mussulmans on the nf persons engaged in trade in the 
other; for instance, arc the great bulk towns. 

of proprietors in the country Mussul¬ 
mans? Are the majority of persons 
engaged in trade hi the towns Chris* 
tiritos ? 

4. Can Christians hold landed pro- q m Yes. 
party on equal condition with Turks j 

and if not, where is the difference? 

5. CM Christians exercise imde in 5. Yes. 
towns on equal terms with the Turks; 

tmd if notj. where is the difference? 

[i. Aro the Christian peasantry in the fi. No; the Mussulmans, being the 
Christian villages as well off generally chief proprietors, hire Christian lu- 
as the Mussulmans j ami if not, where b#rcrs, to whom they advance, for 
is the difference? wages, &c., more money ^ lb an they can. 

possibly pay, and at high interest. They 
then get so entangled with llicir Mus¬ 
sulman creditors, who are merciless in 
their do on mds, 111 alt i icy have frequently 
to work all llieir livers for tlioru, or sell 
the little landed property they mny 
possess, lo extinguish their debts. On 
the other hand, the Mussulmans make 
it it point to buy off till land in the 
hands of Christians. 

7. Is Christian evidence admitted in 7. if. is only admitted at the Tahklk 
Courts of Justice; and if not, point Mcdjlis (Court of Inquiry). There, 
out the lEUSCfc where it has been refused f Christian witnesses Lire sworUj whcmis 

Mussulman are not. I cun not poinl 
out eases where it lias been refused at 
the 01 her Courtsj, ns, it being considered 
an established role not to admit I 'hris- 
tinn evidence, u Christian hits never 
dared present in a suit nnc of his 
t’ouvligioilists to give his testinfouy. 

8. Is the Christian pomlotion, on 8. Undoubtedly it is. 
the whole, better off, more considered, 

and better treated, than it was live, tom 
fifteen, twenty yenra ? 

9. Are there any inequalities depot)- 9. Yes., Christian evidence is not 

deni on religion _now, and if so, what admitted in nil the Courts of JusMice. 
tire those inequalities? Chrijtp&na are withheld from tilling 

high nmks, such as Governors nr 
Generals. 

U). Would the Christian population Ul. C hrist in ns would prefer entering 
likt' to nfer the military service instead ilic-aviny instead of paying the exempt 
■"! paying the tux which procures them tion tax, provided they were formed 

U* 
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Qwerty. Answers, 

exemption; and which would they gain into separate regiments, and were held 
most by, Eovmg in the array } or paying out the prospect of advancing as much 
the said tax 7 ' T * as Mussulmans would m similar posi¬ 

tions If this were the case, they 
would gain most by serving in the 
army. 

3 3. Do Christiana find any difficulty 14* T hey simply have lo pay 
in constructing churches, or in follow- u fee ol about ^ 3,066 piastres tor the 
ingtheir religious observances? firman authorising them to construct a 

church. If more than that sum is 
expended, it is owing to the disho¬ 
nesty of the Turkish Commissioners 
sent on the spot to measure the ground 
and point out- the proportions of the 
edilioc, who extort bribes from, the 
Christians, in order that in their report 
to the Pasha they should raise no 
objections as to the building of that 
particular church. Christians, more' 
over, are not allowed to have bells in 
their churches. 

12, When cases of oppression against 12. It is generally owing to the acts 
the Christians take plate* is tins gene- of the Government, officials and to bad 
rally owing to the acts of the Govern- administration. 

merit., or the fanaticism of the popula¬ 
tion ? 

13. When Protestants arc, if eves 1 , 13. There are no Protestants in 

persecuted, dues that persecution this province; but if there wc]'c t anti 
proceed from Mussulmans, or from were persecuted, J believe, that the 
Christians or nther sects'? persecution would come from the 

Christians from whose church they had 
seceded. 

14- Are many of the grievances of H, Sometimes, il is owing to the 
which the Christian population corn- conduct of their own authorities. The 
plains owing to the conduct of their Christian member of the Mcdjlis being 
own authorities 3 a nonentity, and not allowed to differ 

in his opinion from bis Mussulman 
colleagues, is unable to come forward 
and protect Ins co-religionists from any 
act of injustice. 

1.1. Are Christians admitted into the 15. Christians are admitted into the 
Mod]!is or Local Councils? Are these Mcdjlis. I have explained in Answer 
Councils generally more in favour of 14 their powerless position. These 
progress and mud government than Councils, generally speaking, are not 
the officials of the Parte, or more in favour of progress ami good govern* 
unfOTOuitraa 1 incut, the principal members forming 

them bring Beys who take tlirir scats 
as me.mtK.TB thereof, oil account of their 
position and influence in the country. 
For instance,, if a Pasha arrives at 
Monastir with intentions to curry on a 
good administration, lie is tied"down 
by thc,-uj members who. having great 
local interests, try to shield this or tin it 
party guilty of crime from punishment. 
The Pasha being, therefore., unable to 
act independently, and obliged to refer 
everything to these licys for thdr 
sanction, it is utterly impossible that 
he can act with justice and equity. 

16. If the latter, would there bo any 16 aad 17. At Monastir there are 
practical mode that occurs to you of four Metises and the Cadi's Court of 
limiting their attributes, so as still to Justice, vSk., the Medjlisai-Kjbbir(Grand 


Answers. 


QU« iff. 

maintain their power where it ts useful, Council), the Tijnret Mcdjlis (Com- 
and abridge or suppress it where it is mercied Councils the Tahkik Medjlia 
not? (Court of Inquiry), the Nuwakat 

17. What is your opinion as to with- Mcdjlis (Provisional or Criminal Coun- 
drawing from the said Mcdjlis their cil), and tliE Mnhkemch [a Court 
judicial functions and creating tribunals where the Cadi acts ns sole Judge, and 
opart from them; and in such cose how tries cases according to the precepts of 
would you have those tribunals coin- the Koran). 

csed? * The Medjirii-Kcbir is formed of the 

Pasha, the Cadi (Judge), Mufti (H%li- 
Priest), seven Turkish members, one 
Christian, the Greek Archbishop, and 
one Hebrew representative. 

The Tijarct Medjlri is composed of 
three Mussulman members* four Chris- 
tinn* and one Hebrew ; 

The Tahkik Mcdjlis of six Mussul¬ 
mans and two Christians ; 

Tbo Nuwakat Mcdjlis of six Mussul¬ 
mans and one Christian. 

I would beg to suggest that the 
Mcdjlisi-Kchir be altogether abolished, 
and independent action given to the 
Pasha, who should have the option an cl 
power of referring to any of the oilier 
Courts any cases, which lie docs not 
feel competent to decide himself; and 
ou the other band, if the Pasha ha 
found a delinquent, that he should he 
recalled immediately, ami prevented 
from holding any other public office. 

That the Tijavct Medjlia, the Tahkik 
Medjlia, and the Nuwakat Mcdjlis, 
should be formed of respectable and 
trustworthy persona, annually elected 
by votes. That each person having an 
income of bfrfr should have the power 
to vote; and tlmt the number of 
Mussulman mid Christian members at 
theseMcdjlises should be in proportion 
to the respective populations. 

That these members, before entering 
upon thdr duties, should he duly 
sworn ; mid that thdr decisions should 
be guided by a code of laws, some of 
which have already been framed, hut 
are not put into execution, That tins 
code be translated. into I be Greek 
language. That the foreign Consuls ili 
i be d i fib rent towns uf Turkey (if this is 
not considered impugning the integrity 
of the O Horn an Empire) should be 
made! honorary members of i lie so 
Councils, without, however* any delibe¬ 
rative power, but merely m auditors, 
and ready to give their advice, if 
required to do so, by the President of 
the Council. 

This plan, 1 think, would be a great 
chock on the local authorities* who 
would not then dare act in contraven¬ 
tion to instructions and established 
laws, 

' ■- r_ C 









Queries, 


(i 


Answers. 


With reference to- the Court of 
Mali kernels., I think that thi-s Court 
should be still allowed to exist, with 
its attributes; because, if put 

aside, it would hurt too milch the feel¬ 
ings of true Mussulmans. 

I would propose that the Cadi 
should be made a salaried officer of tire 
Crown, ami not allowed to levy exorbi¬ 
tant fees hone and there. That the 
cases tried in this Court should bo 
limited to cases of landed property* 
That, a tow should, moreover, be passed, 
admitting the validity of a public docu¬ 
ment over tlse testimony of witnesses. 

I suy tlikH because it has hitherto been 
the custom of unprincipled litigants to 
produce Mussulman falsa witnesses, 
whose testimony annuls the validity of 
a document made in n public office* 
This illegal mode has often been the 
cause of dispossessing n rightful owner 
of bis property. Arid, lastly, that the 
revenues of the province be collected 
by (aoveptiment officers of well-proved 
honesty, und not (armed out to Arme¬ 
nian bankers and to Beys; who, in coll 
lotting [ bciii, commit excesses, and levy 
more than is their due share, 

]8 r Do the Mahometans evince a 18. When it h in their power to 
.strong desire In make converts? Do make converts, they willingly do so. 
they do so ffLMjucnlty, ur ever, by ami- I hair tlutt it to gone rid! y hy coinRul- 
pul&ion ? If 90 , point oul* if you can, si mi or intimidation. ] cannot mention 
ihe guilty parties- the guilty purstoa ns nn conversions 

have taken place since my arrival here. 
Tlu- present, tfashu of Mon astir being 
very averse to t his kind of prosclytism, 
generally gives up the person so to be 
converted to the Greek Archbishop, 
■ ami allows him freely to decide for 
himself ;a to the advisability of chang¬ 
ing his religion, The present Pashn 
does ibis, nol withstanding a Vizi rial 
Circular which lias lately been add res sal 


If!. In the case of the conversion of 
females, is this gcnemlly the died of 
religious enthusiasm on the one side or 
ihi' other, or dues it proceed from 
worldly C:tl|SC^ I And, il the totter, slum 
(hose causes. 


to the Pashms, ordering them to con¬ 
iine such 1:011 veils in tSa ii konuks 
(official rcsidetii'cs'i until such time as 
they shall have made their decimation 
in favour of or iiguillbl the Mahometan 
lintii, 

1 ffi CGenerally speaking, in ilia con¬ 
version of females, it i- not the effect 
of religious cm Insdasm ; it proceeds 
from worldly eau-es, sueli ns love, or 
exemption from military coiisenpliom 
A custom prevails here to exempt front 
military conscription u .Mussulman 
young man who elopes with a Christian 
girl, tmd whuio lie converts to his faith. 
This being considered :i meritorious act 
for Ills religion, if cnLitfes him, as a 
reward, to be freed from military 
service. 


r 


Querist. Avoirs. 

20. What measures (In you think 20. 'lo frame ft Code °V,s on 
would host attain the end of equal some Euiopcnu Code, lo a(ini« 
justice, with the most simple and least Christian evidence lndwcriminatcly w 


21, What measures do you think 
could best be taken to improve gene¬ 
rally the condition of (he country ? 


22. Wtori is your opinion ns to the 
po.v>iibi]itv of establishing schools mr 
iill religionstnvd classes, and tu llic 
uricet that would lie produced by those 

Sell Goto ? 


23, Whitt is your opinion us lo 
tunning n Chrjjjitism Vice-Governor by 
the side of the Turkish Governor, 
where a great part of the population is 
( brislian ; the one and the other cor¬ 
responding with ibe Porto * 


24, How far do you think foreign 
agency has been and is at work lo pro¬ 
duce division and discontent amongst, 
the different classes? Stale, il you can, 
instance** 


Courts mentioned in Answers IG and 17. 

To raise the salaries of the subordinate 
officials ; to reduce those of the Pashas ; 
and to consign to condign punishment 
officials who may embezzle public 
money or receive bribes, 

21. Besides those mentioned m 
Answers Id, 17, and 20, 1 would mom- 
over suggest that the troops be vegu- 
hn-ly paid; that the police system be 
completely rc-brgamzcd ; that the 
policemen employed in the towns 
should he without anus, and their 
salaries raised from fit) to 2oO piastres 
jicv month; that those employed in 
the countrv should be taken from the 
Kcrlift's of each village, with their pay 
and rations as \i actually serving in the 
army; that some of these should lie 
mounted, to scour the country and 
prevent, brigand age j &e. 

22. Such schools could he esta¬ 
blished, and they would he productive 
of great good to the country, provided 
they were styled "Government 
Schools T and placed under the super- 
vision of the Minister of Educa¬ 
tion at Constantinople. These schools 
would lie ibe means of resembling the 
C hr Elian and Mussulman children 
together, and inculcating in (hem an 
curly friendship ami regard far each 
other, thus supplying that want of 
sympathy which at present uxista 
between "the vanquen'd and conquering 
races, 

23* l think that this plan would not 
lie a good one in places remote from 
the capital, and far away from the 
uoutrol "f tho Central Government. 
The Christian 'Vice-Governor, date at 
being thrust into so high a position, 
bis mnbitioll would become an bourn led 
and he him self unmanageable; mid 
while considering Ids Mussulman col¬ 
logue us bis rival, will ever be intrigu¬ 
ing against him. 

24. Since my arrival hen- ! have 
heard that two persons supposed to be 
Russian emissaries, mill in the pay of 
liitssia, were dtoseminulingItonstovistic 
notions among the Bulgarians; but if 
uver such were the case, their livid for 
action is not so great here as it. to io 
the Provinces of Philippopolto and 
Adrianoplc, the ventre of the Bulgarian 
dement* l Iiavo be:ltd lA *n of ficqueut 
donations having been mudu by sup- 












2h. Is it. become it custom fur nub- 
}ccii of tlit hull- in get foreign pass¬ 
ports ? Do they frequently get pass- 
jioiis iVruii Greece* and exchange them 
for Russian passports ? 


A/oiUtorir, July 9, IStit). 

(Signed) 


daiwertf. 

posed emissaries to the monasteries and 
churches, Portraits of the Emperor 
Alexander have, moreover, I am in- 
formed, been presented to the natives 
i:i the most solemn manner, thus 
mating the ignorant believe that he is 
either a Saint or n deaubCml. 

I believe that apart from foreign 
agency, ih| wealthy and influential 
Bulgarians arc Russian at heart, and 
their example is followed by the Sower 
classes. 

25 , t believe that the Greek autho- 
ritics arc generally very liberal with 
their passports; but with respect to 
the Greek Consol herCi he does not 
pursue, ! presume, the system followed 
by Ins colleagues elsewhere, and this; I 
suppose, from fear of endangering his 
relations with the load authorities, the 
Turkish Government having been very 
much averse to the appointment of ;t 
Greek Consul at Monaljiir, As to 
Russian passports, there use no persons 
in tins Province, that I know of, the 
bearers of such patents; but iti the 
neighbouring Provinces of Auifmople 
and Phibppopolis, where there arc Rus- 
shill Consuls, I hear that it is the case. 

RICHARD GEO. AURO'IT, 


No. 

CantruJ ( Yjhrrf /A Lurti X Ru-itelL — (R^vh-ed Amjnxt 3.) 


|No, 70 

My Lord, Satonipu, July 23, 1800. 

\ HAVE lire honour to incloses herewith, to your I^rdahip, a copy of n.n 
despatch, together with its indnsuiv, to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at the Porte, 
m reply to a series of questions relating to the coupdon of the Christians hr 
the Ottoman Empire* 

l have. Sic, 

(Signed) CHARLES J, CALVERT, 


ludosnrc I in No. 2. 

Consul Calvert lo Sir J-L Bulmr . 

Saionicti, Jidy 20 , 

I HAVE had the honour to receive, a few day» previously to (ho termina- 
(ion of mv duties ns Her Majesty^ Consul nt Sntonira, your Excellency's 
denputeh marked Circular of the 11 th of June Inst, together with (be accompanying 
despatch "of the same date, containing a »fpe* oi questions in relation to the 
condition of the Christians in the Ottoman Empire; mid ns lhe subject of your 
Excellency's despatch is one the importance of which cannot be too highly 
magnified, and vour Excellency ■* dcsircuis of obtaining local knowledge in the 
matter hi point! 1 have taken upon myself lo reply to the question* referred to 
in the place of my successor, who lias only newly arrived at his post. 

I Leg leave respectfully to transmit my answers herewith, in the form of rm 


Enclosure, and I venture to oflbr hi this despatch a few remarks suggested by 
the occasion. 

My attention, as your Excellency will perceive, has been engrossed with the 
questions relating to the Local Councils. E have aimed at affording the 
Christians n hdrer opportunity than they have hitherto hud the privilege, of 
enjoying, to deliberate on matters affecting 1 their own interests, urn! o' sharing 
with their rulci's the responsibilities of the administration of justice when they 
themselves are concerned.. 

This could, 1 imagine, be achieved without weakening in the smallest 
degree the authority of the Porte ; on the contrary, rather strengthening it by 
causing all local meUBurea agreed to on (lie spot to be subject to its Immediate 
cognizance and contrqL au<i by leaving, as heretofore, the executive power 
entirely in the hands of the Turkish functionaries. 

The ]uw's ought, however, to be codified and translated into the languages 
mQi ] \ n thoB ports of the country in w hich they arc intended to be Ibreq m 
that, when the Tribunals are erected, each class nuty know exactly what it has 
to expect, and that I be laws (hey arc guvurned by apply equally to the other 
classes. 

By way of Withering opinions from every part of the Empire, temporary 
Provincial Councils might be organize! 0,1 ,tlC representative system. The 
projected laws could be submitted to those Council- for dobiitc tiefbie they were 
definitively established by the Central Government; so that errors and onfisswiK 
could be 'rectified, and if found unsulted lo any particuluiHoeality the cause of 
the iimplacability n f any one law would be at once brought under (he Porttfs 

Tlic composition of the existing MedjUses, or local Councils, is m|pfbsily 
defective; and if less progress has been made than might have been expected 
toward* accomplishing the objects u! t.hu Edict ul GulhiuuL 1 ascribe 1 lie blame, lo 
E rpcat part, to these Coup oils. Once the principle of equally-proportioned repre- 
Jcritatinn of mixed interests lias him established ntid honestly inuintamed by m 
Porters "uiiclioumics. il will be the fault nf the Chrirthnu *1 they decline to avail 
themselves of the advantages held out to them. In the provinces It might be 
dirtioult at present to find a snfiicicuL number of educated Christas to fill all 
thej tilttces that would be open to tlieio. But 1 do expect tluil enough pfttrioLmu 
is left in the breasts of those Christians who have emitted from this country 
to Europe, where they have IrccanflB cn lightened and wealthy, to Induce their 
return to the land of their birth in order to occupy the positions at there 
commund that would edible them to hum-lit their less favoured countrymen, 

There arc, no doubt, amongst such emigrants many who hold tu exaggerated 
notions of nafionalitv and political freedom, and who, being infected with 


preptLved for liberty than they are in their present condition. 

It is un fori mint civ, uti historical Tact that during several centuries the 
Christians have been sorely opposed, As tar moral degradation ha* i hmm 
this loin; period of oppression become hereditary, so their elevation id a higher 
sundftvd of soullL and political worth will only be attained progressively through 
successive goucratmns otter tine removal of the oppression. A* yet, there has 
scaredv boon one generation since the first step bus been takc-n toward?, it. 

Nevertheless, the condition of the Christians Es, in this ]no v mec nr least, by 
no means so intolerable a* it \m been depicted by the Ipsiun (Jorenjment: 
and although I nitist admit that it is not, on the whole, us *u(isUtf£ ns Lcould 
wish U to be, it cannot be disputed that riic Christians are lar better oil now 
than they were some years ugo. Tire greater part m ihc (loating capitel. and 
almost all the trade, of the country is hi their bauds, whilst, on the other hand, 
the Turks I lave been dec irnated by the conscription, and Mussulmmi ariilierra 
niul iradosinien return after their picriod of military service to find their plnee* 
occupied by Christians, 

in the meantime the Christiana have been distracted by too many contbet- 
jijrr extcriml influence. Young Greece, m the smith, di^cmiimthig the sued* ot 
itkscnrccU'gathered liberty, and Russia, in the north, working through tlie 
sympathies of u common erced^—noither the one nor thc othcr nave taught the 
Christinas how they might improve themsclvcb by reforming the abu&ecof tnttr 














own Church, which it clearly not the nflice of the Turkish Government Jo do, 
Kusslfl.it is true, bus taken upon herself tu reform ^ the Eastern Chm-rh 111 
Konmeliu, hut in u sdrisl: way which bet r h va partiality and has produced 
division. Russia and Gi-eiree have,in fuel, both ol them, their peculiar oh [eels 
in view, nud life!?. professions of svnijmUiy are not altogether as disinterested as 
they would hftvt tin; Christians In Turkey, and Europe gunerully, to tudieve. 
The result bus been that the Christ Ians in Turkey-—E meainhosc belonging U> 
the Eastern Greek Church—have been led to regard the I inks with u doupei 
nud more unanimous hatred than ever. Their hopes are now balanced between 
the prospect, on the one hand, of being united to a State too feeble to protect 
itself. Find, cm the other, of being suhjecteili to 11 ncontroUtMl^ Cln'istiap tyranny. 
Although many ol them believe thul the; (utter alternative will he their eventual 
J';Mi‘„ they would prefer a dominating Power of their own creed (o a Mahometan, 
one. My humble opinion is that, hud if not been for imeli foreign agency us I 
have described, the Christians would have been far happier than they are now’, 
as it tins been emiilpyed lei a lYianncr which, instead ol allowing to list IMrte 
lirnti und opportunity for spontaneous action, has rather indisposed the Porle 
towards this class outlie Sultan's subjects, 

There is one slriking feature is; the management of affairs in lurkey which 
ennnol he too s-tTongly dwell upon, that is, that the provinees are tieglecltd lor 
the capital. At the capital nil Llu: resiuircus of ihes Htate ure e<'I 1 l. ! ■ ■ I, and 
there thuy are lavishly e xpended. One-hall' of what is annually tlu'mvn away 
would, within thu lust twenty ycni-. have sufficed in make good rends I krough 
all (lie principal provinces. Ii would prove an incalculable hen edit to l he 
provinces were n certain purlieu ni the public revenues lo be up pro printed tor 
then setfdioproveiucut, und the people who contribute them to have eiii elective 
voice in tti<? investment. 

The Turkish GuvvrnmctiL In is also loo long nu glutted the iulerwste r-ftlio 
two rdis-es of the population upon whose well-luting the prosperity of i lie foul'd ry 
luohdv dQjrbmlij namely, thr cigiitnl pirnl and mfirg iif<Ho classes. Almost every: 
oilier eorisidt: ml ion ought to huv-i been sacrificed ibr Lbo promotion o| theii 
interest^ Like the Turkish lauded proprietors LL.- .Stale appears in '-on- uni 
how iis revenues lire raised* provided El receives them, Hy imums ol a Lifllu 
attention to this point, the revenues derived from the tithes and the Cu-Aonis 
would he sensibly increased without imposing additional huvdmis upon the 
people. The tuxes in Turkey are not heavy ; but ii is the mode ol toll union 
which causes them to lie fell nppr -vdve. Long experience ol iti< i ipnnly ut (he 
Governmeld lias tinight the population ihilt ihcir wisest poiiey not ptiy 
tliuir cmstriEuilLons tbo readily. IVmnpt payment would ho taken as- nn in diem 
lion that they laid the means to give more, und the demand tor mote would 
follow. 

We have an instance of this in (be manner in which the direct taxes were 
assessed upon lilt: l ■hmlioitH oil the ^iromulg^lion of tin -1 air/juiuti llairive ,' 1 
which wos intruded lo put a stop to the then existing systemot exuetions. The 
Knyaii population, on luung called upon, promptly furnished stiitemcnls ot the 
exact amount nflhu conlrllmtions they had been arbitrarily subjected to in 
addition to (bo lawful laves ; mid since it was presumed Uml Uu*y had be-,:i nbk 
to saijjSiy fill the rcipiisitious made upon them, tlm Goi'evinneiitj, 1 am (old. 
forthwiill assessed them with the whole amount, which they pay at the presort 
moment, 

Tim class of null selected for the posts of Mudirs in the , fuvi mil I districts 
ls geueuiliv a very interior one. Tilth wilurrcs heinit execeninety small there is 
uvery iuduVenunf Lo inii'ensr them imlnw fully. Ii Llvo Porte hi lew how u really 
rlie welfare uf its subjools dc|mndcd upon the conduct nf the Mud ire it would ul 
mice ivlorm the whole system of these appointments 

Ke vie wing my answers lo your lixoidhileyV ipu^dou. and what I hr.ve 
writ ten above, I hv'g leave res pool fully tu slate il as my liimtbli! opinion that 
dhiM-t tbreign inly (lore nos in the al lairs of ilic various rares, nt lunst ill the way- 
in which it lias been exercised hitherto, h most prejudicial to the ; viiunil 
imettrsLs of the population. It ought at once to bo pul a slop lo by every 
practicable mean*. More- good would be (lone hy empbiying itn rreiille iiiiSuiuim 
,,f unuhlrusivt- and disiiiterected ndviee fit the bead than by cxeitiey tlm 
-. a Htn-j nib-lilies of belli rulere and subjects in the mode that Stas been practised, 

U is dilKoult to conceive a more offensive course [or one iiKlepcndviil Sk-.Lo 
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to pursue towards another independent State in time of peace, than that the one 
ahmdd-receive and tube forarml notice of com plants preferretl'fegaiiHt tbe other, 
by a portion of its own subjects. The initiative in a murae of this kind has 
recently liecu taken by Kuasia towards Turkey; and altbuugb the highly- 
cnbuted statements of this Ibnuer Power will very pmluibly by BU-ocraJrtdly 
refuted, the Ijaie bict of Kussia having oiwnly provoker! an iiirp.iiry into ta- 
eondition of the Cliristluns in Turkey will establish n permanent claim on hoc 
fnrrl to their gratitude that cannot but sensibly altecl ibc integrity ol the 
Ottoman Empire, 

The deplorable events that have occurred in Syria, and (be display 
Mahometan fanaliciim, accompanied, as. it always is, with atrocities, ought -n 
make u^ more than evee cautious how we curb the spirit of the coinpiering raei 
in Turkey, Tlic Turks, too, h avc their secret sociuiie*; and tlie discovery ol 
one couapiracy, with (he purifl&hrneiit of tiic leaders, iy no security iiguhi.^t 
the formation of other conspiracies agtpust the Guvc-rninctit, am! against the 
CluisliiuiB, who are considered to have been too much favoured by I he Govern¬ 
ment already. 

The lives of the Europt&ns who arc thinly scattered over the country are 
assuredly not safe so long us ihc elements of stdie are fermenting nn both "ides., 
i'hc lives of the foreign Agents, too. are expOeed 1,t. even greater dmiger, because 
the Government itself sit 1 ms to be incapable of suppressing an out break a.-am- 
Christians; whilst,, were the ease reversed^ a lb reign Agent suspected ul hmiiu 
upheld the authority of the Porte would in all prnhahility be sacrificed to llu 
piopulur vengeance o| the Christians. 

Rumours occasion ally get into cire|hiiti(m, here and there, of an appro 
bended rising of the Mussulmans, am! the Turkish authorities are -always 11 k 
first to lull suspicion hy assertiny Lhnt there is tin cause for alarm, arid sir lor llu 
time being no notice is taken of eudi nimoura, Nevertltcleas the possibility ol 
such a disaster should be crn-efully weighed, the temper of thu Turks taken into 
calculation, and the opportunity watched before it were nulb to ctunrede tu tin 
ropresontaibas of an unscrupulous Ibwei- which, uudvr the mask of luituanity, 
only desires to forward its own views, regardless of every etmsc<pu-:iue :m 
nib:ding its interests in particular.- 

I should therefore say that, however much we unity sec to condemn in llm 
Turks, no inuusnres ol reform miglu to lie introrhmd without cardully «uundiuu 
the public mind in advance, in order tu reuontib, a-i far jis may t:e pmeticaM 
the numerous conflicting interests of the population, and tbits avert the v ■! uity 
which too great euguniess to remodel ihe ovslcm of^ovcriipient woulil be . »Tt,un 
to entail upon the world. 

1 have, Sec, 

(Signed) CHARLES J. CALVERT, 


Indus urn 2 in No. 2. 

.■■l?r.srctYjf to Overt 

THE Sonditiun of the piuvincc of Sabnien, iuctusivc of Triet.- h 
I'l'hessaly), is not genarally satisfactory. The causes are- manilbld, 'Fbev ■« av 
hi: briefly kuitiiiioiI up as. follows; — 

Inaeairity to life anil property in the rural districts ; 

The vexatious exactions of the farmers of the public revenue; 

r l lie noiwdcvcbpinent of iho nutui-al resources of tin- induetriul mis nnrl 
agriculture, and consequent iangacu-of the export trade which, with the - \;-. p- 
titui of a few articles, has made but little progress; 

Tlte practice of oi tin; r davotiug capipd to loans at high rales of In re rest, 
instead ol in vesting it in the improvement of the resources of the cmintry, or 
else hoarding it; 

'Fhe dtsuouTtigciuent which pwistmU feel to cultivate iiiori! land tliati is 
ubftolutdy recjiusitc to enable them to provide iheirown mreessiiicK om *-i (hdr 
share id their emp t of tins whatever reuraiiia over is hoarded mid coiiuotilcd ; 

Tin; want of properly constituted ii-thanuls, and the imperfect uxcculu n \ 
the Sultan's Ordinances; 

The absence of facilities for irsiusport of travellers und mcrebaudiao ; 

Hie pervading feeling of uiiuusine^ and mixiety lih lo (he future, 
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To which may be added the mistrust and jealousy with which the doiziinatud 
0 !i(l [lomhmting races regaid each oilier, together with a common want ot 
conlidctice in, and affection for, the Sultan's Government; the one class 
tonsideilrig that inn much has been conceded lo the Clu'istiaa&i and tlie other 
that liot enough lias been done for them. 

g. The adult nude population of the province of Sidoniea may be approxi¬ 
mately stated us follows : namely,— 

The twelve Oazns of Solonica : 

Mussolnuma , ,, ,. 2$,000 

Christiana .. ,, ** 100,000 

Jews and other sects ♦. •« SiOOO 

--- 131,000 

The Sandjiik of ScrrCs ; 

Mussulmans .. ,. - - PPO 

Christians .. .. .. 20,000 

Jews and other seels . + , * 3,000 

_ — 29,000 

The Kimdjak of Prnnni; 

MuBsuhnEios ., . „ ., 70,000 

Christians ., . * . ♦ 10,000 

Jews and other sects ,, .. 5,000 

--- 85,000 

The Sandptk ofTiiccalat 

Mussulmans ., *, .. 20,000 

Christ inOS „ . f , f «• I20 J 00(> 

Jews and other sects . . ,. 1,000 

- 141-Qpp 

Forming a total of ** 38(3 JUKI 

Total number of Mussulmans .. >■ 122,000 

„ „ Christians, | .. . - 250,000 

P) „ ether sects * ., .. 14,000 

(ii the above estimate females and children of both sexes under 14 not 
being included, one-third only of the total population is given. ^ , 

3, 'The initjdriLv of the agricultural population is composed of (..’Jni-lmus. 
There :lv(! also ii large proportion of Mussulmans who lill the soil. The carriers, 
diqilmrtls, rluv labourers, masons, carpenters, &t:,, arc principally Clirisiums. 
Tin- great balk of proprietors in the country are Mussulmans. There arc 
very few Mussulmans engaged in trade in llie towns; ibuse who ure, belong 
Ui 'Oil? peculiar sect tailed Mn’mimq reformed Jew's outwardly professing 
Ishmilsiiu The trade of the country is almost exclusively in the hands of 

Christians and Jews. h 4 

■I. They emi ; onlv ns regards the acquisition of lauded property a iJitistiuu 
is tint allowed to parelmisc any belonging to » Turk, Exceptions arc, however, 

■V There are- so few Turks engaged in trade in the towns that a standard ol 
comparison can scarcely he said to exist. There is no different# in this rc-sped 
that 1 utn aware of, 

fi. As the Mussulman pensLinlry arc not ns well off as they might he, the 
r] ihti n el ion between the condition of the Christians and that of the Mussulmans 
hi this villages is in some respecis only relative. One point of difference consists 
in the fuel Mint the irregularities of the tax and tithes ml lectors, snni the irxwsses 
m tlie police Ibrce, mat to speak of Lite depredations of brigands, sire practised lo 
u larger extent olid with more barefaced ness cm the Christian than on the 
Mussulman pmautrv. It is, however, extremely diflieult lo define the extent 
of the difference, aiul^uitc impossible to prove the facta on which the general 
stulem nt of its existence Is founded, But 1 tbcl persuaded that, without 
admit till"’ any spiral riairn of the (Trislians on cun' sympathy, tlie Limit nubia b,. 
sionof the Christian* (o the abuses in question and lo others of a borpsing 
diameter, has conduced to their |U!rpetuation nt she hands ol the notoriously 
rapadmi- lux and sitliL^-J'nrim e-. Tin? Mmsalitmn peasantry arc not so exten¬ 
sively imposed upon, because the superior chance winch their couipIniuLs have 


of being listened to by n District Government in which the element of their 
co-religionists preponderates, causes them to he regarded with greater respect. 

The Mussulman peasantry, neverthclcsv, suffer from the seine muses us their 
fellow-labourers on the soil only lo a * mailer degree, There 3.', however, ft 
positive difference,, and si very imporlant one, I a the condition of the Christian 
peasants in the farms (“ tehiflliks 1 ) held by Turkish proprietary They are 
loreibiy tied. Eo tlie spot by means of a perpetual and even hereditary tk:H which 
their landlord contrives to fasten upon them. This has practically reduced 
many of the peasant familtcd to a state of serfdom. As eio ilSuslmlioti l may 
mention that when a Lcliiftiik is sold, the honds nf l.hc peasiuitry arc transferred 
wit.li the stock to the new proprietor'. In Thcsssily ihei'e arc Christ in ns who 
own fiinus on the same conditions. Upon om.-occasion in which (he landlord, 
who wus ;l ineiiiMnt, hurl heentne ii bnbkru[ii., 1 remember no! icing llmt amongst 
the assets liorne on his balance-sheet there figured llu! aggii'guU- amount ol the 
peasants' debts to him. and it. fanned a rather largo iu?m. 

7. In Satouiea it is. If ii ffiis ever been refuged in the District Courts of 
Justice, I am hot prepared to point oui the cases where it has been refused. 

8, i Linvt; to EieSilaU’ in answering in the idtinnative on all three points, t 
should state, however, that the change for the better with in tin- bst \m«. yc-ai'j? i* 
scarcely pcrecpfihle, and wilt oniy tie properly appreciated hereatlcr whets \U 
advantage-” island out prominently Us I'rcini the background of the past. The 
Cffiristiana themselves iidtuU that their general etmdilion w improved, hut they 
think that more ought to have been accomplished by tiiis time. The progress 
□f i he work of re-eaiystrueiLon does not keep pace wiih tlmir fund hopes of sosno¬ 
thing better than they seem ever to expect, from their present rulers. 

The use of the degrading terms ntteiisiveh employed by the Mussuhiinils 
in spiking and writing of (1irisliain& mul Jews is gradually dying old. Only, 
the Turks would do wisely lo ahollsli the distinctive f])ithcts in their public 
letters whidi (hey have preserved to this day. Tlily tlicmselves know full well 
the three oil lhose.words whieh have nolhm^. ollbnsive in their meaning tmii! 
they arc Eipjjlied rclalivtsly eo the persons designated. Thus, the gnidatinuH in 
the cku?s of words, answering Eo our “the Maid,' 1 “the alhrestatedT ‘‘the atuwe- 
mciiliutieii/’ which are of frequent occurrence in 'Turkish eompositioiij nmy be 
employed in such a way as i:o reduce a Chri^tjuu (o an inferiority of eoiiHideni- 
lion if he he nlluded to in llio same document with a Tmk. W'lilk: to a Turk 
the term 11 liifinni-ilci (extolledor Jl meikur ,K (inr-ntionccl) would he. ap|ihcd^ 
in wriiiug of a Christian it would lw u mcrk.fiiiii(traced out), ‘'mozbdr" 
(alluded to), or' 1 mcsiitr 1 ' twrillchj. 

The saint* shade of ditlbreiU'e is eiiTi'icsi] out. in all theit" writing^. For 
irrslanee, lliiiji 11 (pilgrim) is used for a Mussulman who vitals his shrine, aim! 
" Aji' 1 (idtti:r) for a Chrisliuii who perform^ the pilgrhpigc to Jerusalem, 

9. The haquELliih s dcpcitdcot on religion sire :— 

1st, That Christians imdJews me not allowed i.u hold the public olElers 
usually assigned to Turks. J Thus, tlie President of the Tribunals are nivariuMv 
'Turks ] 

2mlly P 'i'llEll a given number of ClirlsLlatiS or Jews is represented in the 
Modjiises by a auiallcr proportion of luembors than an equal tnumber ol Mussul¬ 
mans ; 

3rtily, Hint the evidence of a Mussuhnuu luis more weight in llie Turkish 
Courts, where ;■ 'Turk is in the cose, than that of a Christ Ian or Jew ; 

dlldy. That thi derogatory distiuctiocis udverted lo in tlie answer to the 
precedEng question (No. 8), with others of a similar character, arc coniirmud by 
tlm Turkish official^ 

10. They would not like to enter the military .service it] through their 
c-n jo lenient, in the Sultan's army, they would he compelled to k-nvo that pait of 
the country where their home is fixed. But if they were culled upon lo furnish 
tln-ir coo I in gent to a weiDtirgiinixcd police farce, serving in their own dirt rich or 
not lar from it, they would, in all probability, prefer Itirnlshing that coming -ml 
Lo paying tlw? exemptivc tn\. 'Thai is to say, jimvided liic police dctaelinieiU 
to which ;hey belonged was composed mid olliecred esdnsively by Christians, 
and that both men and officer were well and rcgtibrly paid and led. Under 
Audi conditions they would gain more than by paying the lux. 

In respect of the subject of tins question] the Christians arc rtronglv 
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i-onlraettiS with (he Jews, who have so little I as te lor the profession at arms 
ihjii they would rather pay live tax tee times over Ilian he obliged.to serve in 
the army. 

11, iSout, that ! am aware of, 1 have never heard either mentioned a& a 
grievance iti this |*ati of the country. 

12, They are attributable chiefly to the innate hatred which the Mussulmans 
bear inwards the Christians; and, if the petals of the IMiie ever aci 

the Christ inns, they (particularly the snhordiimte unihonke'E m the districts) are 
general lv instigated by sotne inihteniiiil Mufisiiltnffli landed ppqptiotur sitting m 
the Mc&jlis. Otherwise, the Mussulman a mi Christian popukiLmti live peace¬ 
ably towards cadi other,, lijot from motive of nflectioii or sympathy, hot. cji'em^e 
of ’their mutual dislike* tlicy avoid cireli other as much as passible, I he 
Mussulman alvvavs considers himself the Christians superior, and whenever he 
acts with kindness towards die Christian it Is wills a species d condcacuiision 
and fpibcinauea which converts u right into a favour. _ 

13, There arts very few Protestant subjtcls ol Ihu Porfc m this neigh bom- 
IhhxI Part reside ill the lownol SSsiUiiuCU* and part in the district ol Crt^Mindra, 
Some are Jews and some are Cheeks, All the aunpyiu.cn they have h^v 
subjected to lias pi nceetled from the sect from which they have seceded, 1 lie 
Jewish Rabbis pronounce the 11 kheyrmn, arid the Greek Hi shops iny miiiUmim, 
against 11ic accede fs, the etfect ot which is to reduce llie objects ol ilu ban io 
the greatest litres*, Tlwsv ore avoided hy their relatives and former friends l 
no one will either buyer sell with them, or give them employment; so that, 
iVnm actual waul ol the means ut subsistence, they aiv ohlim d in n'cant. In 
Russia the Government has made it u penal nlhmcc tor a Jewish Rabbi to 
pninounce a ban, hut i tie not know whether i. lie if own C If rev an pi ivde^ni oi 
not to anatheipsdi^v the disobedient members ol ihirir I lacks. It would he a 
-mat Iiljouw. re iln- Port' iu prohibit (he practice of anathemas and exoommu- 
jsiemions, for (lie reason ikal it interferes with the principle of toleration in 
mailer* of liiilh which linw been established through the benevolence of the 
Sultan. The Turks may well be excused their fanaticism, when so much 
bigotry, intolerance, mid uileiiqn.iubleness prevail miiongat the C bristiun WC,l^ 
ifc Greek Clergy* 1 regret to have fu add, arc, lor the most |Kivl, the greatest 
opponents to the dr adallmi of the tariplurca amongst their flock, although the 

latter I lave generally evinced ^di)®i to riecivu them. 

I P The nn-istian authorilies—by which 1 mean their Spirited t. my la and 
I heir Primate* (" CojuLasllis f ')—urc own move rapaeimi* mid tyrannical m their 
small sphere than the Turkish authorities are In a how sphere. The Ili*ht|s 
nod Metropolitans are guilty of many net * of oppression and cupidity towards 
their docks, which, if com mil Loll by Turks, would rouse a storm ol unlkum- 
tion im the pint of the Christ inns* sympathisers. Only U tew days ago, lhe 
Bishop of Vodeuih being in want uT money, sent to a small harnlet ol only forty 
families in his diocese and ex to Ned l MOO piastre*. Thu assessed taxes un¬ 
collected by tho Cojubashig, who resort to the harshest measures in order "i 
exact iium' than is justly due, so a* to enable them to apprupriulc tlm 

surplus. ■ . , , . 

In the village amounts, which arc kept by the Cqphosbis, Ihu expend ure 
lor extras is fmpinil.lv exorbitant ; and li largo amount is generally charged tor 
** presents " (a bribes), the greater purl ol which ha* not, probably,, ever been 
disbursed, 

I have heard that it k hi contemplation to introduce u measure according 
to which lhe Greek Clergy will he pfeveiitcd fmm collecting their own revenues, 
h would he well were so cue men us Lu bedeviled that would enable ihu popul.i* 
tion to |mv the tuxes direct into tho Treasury. 

| X Ltni&tians ore admitted into the local Councils, hut they am so lew in 
luiinLu'r coin part'd with the Mussulman member* as to bo dpmpleti.'ly overawed* 
msd 1 licroluiu practically usd TTu-y blindly affix their seals to tile Mnadjuuas 1 
fmiiii'ts or decisions) which arc written in Turkish,—a language lkey call rarely 
ivadi and even were they to uin!ct*!smd what was written, they would scarcely 
venturi 1 ' In re fuse to confirm It, although they might inwardly dissent, Irom the 
purport tif tho document. 

The Medjlhes, ns at present constituted, nrc decidedly opposed to |nogress 
and guild government, because the former would destroy their influence without, 
and t lu; latter would weaken their power within; ill cither case dejn-tviiiij Lhe 
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metPibora of the means of forwarding their own individual interests, ivhicSi I 
believe to be paramount to all others. When a new Governor is appointed* 
there is generally a stru ugle for the npperhand. If the Rajabn be weak* any 
good intentions he niav tic desirous to Carry out arc frustrated, and the Mi-iljli* 
has its own ivay in everything: mid, if he bo firm, the Medjhs conspire against 
him, and they usually have friend* at Constantinople tbrena^h whose influence 
they eventually succeed in getting him removed, iu uo case can any tespon* 
ability he fastened u{ion the members ns a budy. lhe onus of every Imdi, 
even if caused by their opposition K> the Governor* fatls* upon the Governor 
himself. 

The Medjfecannot but be unfavourable to progress and good govcrmueiU 
when the nienibcra wilfully, though covertly* transgress the known wishes of (he 
Central Government by settling amongst them selves beforehand the nmmier iti 
wliicli a vase about to he brought under their notice in thy Council shall he 


disposed of. „ . 

Enstcnd of being judges, they more frequently act tho pan nf advocates, 
and it requiiTie the utmost vigilance of an hmscsi. Governor to younterabt their 
niacliituitions, l he Christian membere commonly side with tI k- strongest 
partv, to whom they, Eli a manner, sell their con&cienjijps, 'khe Imsiues^ 
transacted at the Medjlisca i&* therefore, a more ]>lay, the parts of which Inin 
been pru'Ui nmgcd. The Governor* who has tituiivixj'ufl oilier eatls ujiou hif 3 
time and attention, cannot, in every case* clieek sueh irregularUies* lhe 
present Covcidor of Salonica Sms, however, prevailed over the Merijlis; and 
ii is due to his zeal, firmness., ami integrity, and especially to the support ho 
receives from higher q tin iters, that lie has been aide to du so much good io Hits 


country. 

Id. As the necessity of limiting the attributes of the ModjhseB has been 
suflh'irntly demount rail’d by Urn foregoing answer (No, In), mthI the next 
question attbrds the' orcaskm for suggesting the mode by which that might be 
ortbeted* 1 refer lu the Ibllowing answer (No. 17k 

1 may merely premise, in this jjkiee, that ilie’Cldcl Council and the tiibuimb 
of the uravinee arc composed in tin; following manner;—■ 

The Medjlisfii KebirT or Grand Comicih—d’wclve Turks, namely, i.lie 
Governor of (ha Province; the Muhasebiji, or Claict AeCduntunt; ike Mufti, or 
Turkish High-PrU^U the Molluh, orf ’adi; the Evkuf Naiiiii, ur Superintendent 
of the \ iLkotjf propCTly (ad office now liedd lav Miwmpha liey.i ; Muhmed Ikw, 
Jbiirulkdi Itev. and Abdurahman Hev tbrolln-ra;; Htnlji Ahmed Agha snul 
Salih Iky (brothers of the kkknfot HmrijX Abdullah Iky (n relation of the 
preotrding bmtliera); Ilmdum Iky: . , , * 

T’wo Christians i namely, the Metropolitan of Saint dim, and Dimitri ken- 


non m: 


One Jew, Jacob lknvenbu, 

The 11 Tahklk Medjlis,’' or Court of inquiry 


ltd 11 Criminal Case a, likewise 


called " istintak Medjliis m 
A Turkish President and eight tnembm; namely* four l luldb kvo i hris- 
limns* mid two Jews ; idso two Turkish clerks. 


The“ Tijnret Medjlii* 111 or CoTiimercial Court:— 

A Turkish President mid eight [ncmbcrs: namely, four Turks (of whom 
three arc Aim li uns)* two Cin'islimns, and two Jews; al>o a InrUsh elerL (a 


AlEtiiim). , , 

J'ho^ MehkM, ,r or partly Turkish Court of Justice, where the suits sue 
disposed of by iho Cadi in accordance with tho religious laws drawn from the 
Koran. The Meiik6tu<E is also the office where uotanul acts arc done. 

There is likewise u“ ZcinAt Mudiri 1 (Abdurahman Bey, one of the members 
of the Grand Council), for the settlement of diilerencos arising but of limn 
accounts. He calls in asseescip* ad hoc t either with or without the consent at 


the parties. „.*.*,,* 

17, I should be in favout of withdrawing every [Mirtide of judicial Junctions 
from the MediUscs* utld of creating thorn into purely deliberative Councils, amt 
i lEucik that Tribunals fiparl from such Councils ought to be created, 

Radi community, Mahometan, Cliristiaiq mifl Jewish, might to elect their 
own representatives for fixed periods, wiy for three vuai^ |jL » lime* and the 
immber of the members might be moportioiicd to thu popnhii.bn. 

In the rural districts smaller Couitdls might be fa until in the same tmiimei 
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wider the presidency of lhe Sub^Gov'ernory. Only questions afTcctitig- the 
mineral interests uf Lire population ought to be admitted to debate., In the 
distriot towns there might be &ev, and in the central town of the province twelve 
members! and to each Council where there is n mi\L d population* a Turkish and 
a Christian secretary might be appointed by the Porte* sypogo duty it. would bo 
Lo record the proceedings each in Ins own language, and to serve in some 
men sun: as channels of commit nicatioii between the people and the Councils* 
The spiritual heads of the different coilmmnitics, namely, the Mufti or Ins Nfaib. 
for the Mus&drcimis, the Metropolitan, Arobbishops* and Iffahops (hr lire 
Christian sects, and the Rnhbfa for the dews, lo have the riylit rr (ffleh of 
^ii.tirw in the Council and to have a deliberative voice. Vflun the Council either 
unanimously or by i\ majority of voices h^ Agreed to a proposed measure, the 
result of its tidlL^raliotis should he submitted by the Governor of the Province 
t x) I tic approval of the I'mrU:, who would have cither Lo decree lilt* adoption nl 
the measure before if ctmld have any legal farce, or tu pass its veto upon«t. 

As the revision of the measures proposed hy the Provmeisd Councils would 
entail a considerable amount of labour on Lire Central floveriinicnl, 1 would k; 
for creeling an office ml the eapilul, the duties of which would consist in 
transmuting oil tier win between lire provinces and the heads of the Departments 
at the Porte, the reports mid the demies. Ry such means greater regu \miy, 
and possibly greater puuclnalily and expedition would be secured, 

The acts of the Local Councils ought lo ho registered srri&tim in a book to 
be kept for the purpose by each Secretary, and lira I register ought at all times 
i,o lu- acees’-ihio lo the members. When the nits have bcCTi sanctioned by the 
Porto they should, where the means exists, be printed and published. 

TheVeports Irani the District Councils would, in lire first instance, he sent 
up eq ihi? (.'enind Provincial Council whieh would have to pass its opinion on 
i bn u before their l rims mission to the capital. 

All malted ielatiiiv Lo the mode of levying (he taxes, or their assessment, 
llie niHintemuuse of public order and security, the impnSvctncnt of the condition 
of dm rural am.l urban population, the promotion of trade and industry, and 
such like, would entire tmdei the cngoi^iunt* of she Councils* 

[n order that each notable inuntjcr oi' the com cm mi ly might liavt: (he 
opportunity of serving I lie poldie, I would propose that one represent.! Live 
should retire periodically lo make room for mini her. The meetings might take 
place once or twice Ii-weck nod I be membu'i& 1 irrespective of creed, should have 
Mime dfaliirelieu) prefix such us " I Iocjoui uIjIl" put to their names, and receive 
u suitable -sal ary during them kmc re of ollice, ti irnv particular member, owing 
lo superior qua Li heat ions lor tho ollice or to other creditable motives, should 
happen lo he re-elected, the Cm verm unit would have the opportunity allorded 
it of Icsli tying its rccCigiiiLion of bis merit by the bestowal of a badge a ad iltfa 
of distinction on him, without retbrence to bis creed. 

This might possibly act ns an incentive to zesd nnd integrity* both of which 
qutilities arc, imfiH-lunutely, scarcely known at present. It might likewise 
induce a feeling of greater loyally on the part of the Chrfalfal rue mb Lira, 

Then apart, from the Mcdjlfa thus constituted, witii its attributes clearly 
(U fined, there would remain the tribunals of law and justice to erect, namely, a 
a Civil Court, a Criminal Cuurt, a Commercial Court, and a Police Court, 

Under the present system, the important functions of all these Courts, 
excepting the c 'otiunereial, are eenrred in the Mcdjlfa; and if is dearly improper 
that the attend ion of ibis body should be occupied! as, it frequently is, witii a 
simple police ease which might be disposed of summarily by a subordinate 
Magistrate, 

It is the ] jhlc Li l-c of the Turkish Tribunals to sit with closed doors, and none 
hut the parties in. the case and tlicEi- witnesses are admitted. S would tlrerefaro 
suggest l us a [hi wail ul cheek upon arbitrary proceedings, I tail all the above 
mentioned Churls- should he held in public! that is, with opsi doors unfixed 
davs, and at stated limns, There are various ramie* by which they might be 
coil hi tinted, regard living had to tbe absence in Turkey of u class of iK-rsous 
edueaU ,1 lo the legal profession. or perfectly competent to act us Judges, 

With the help of a simple Code of Laws* and some plain rules of procedure 
so be applied wit limit distinction of class or creed. a great advance could be made 
towards a more equaI udmiiifalration of justice. In the course ol time, and as 
experience would dictate, those laws and rules could be muddied so ns to keep 


pace with the progress made, hi Turkey it fa easier to frame laws than to iind_ 
per?[ms who will apply them properly. Tribunals exist, but a Eit doss ol 
Magistrates Etral Judges to sit in them is wanting. To supply this deficiency, we 
must full buck upon the same class of people ns those who compose llie Local 
Councils above mentioned—Hie notable? who enjoy the confidence and respect 
of the public, or who may be distinguished by the superiority of their judgment 
and acquaintance with the people. The readiest way of proceeding, therdbro, 
would seem to be to compile a list; of all eligible individuals of the community, 
and out of tile number to select the members of Die Courts of Law and 
Justice, 


The Civil Court might bo composed us fallows 

A President, with am local connections, lo be up pointed by the Porte; tour 
to six Assessors; two Registrars, a Turk and a Christian, with one or more 
clerks under them. The President would conduct the proceedings; and it would 
be an advantage were be to be made the sole medium of etimimiuicatiou between 
the ConrL and the partfasf to the suit. The Registrar’s duty would be to take 
Minutes ol' the proceedings. The President would pronounce the decision, to 
which the Assessors will have cither to assent or dissent; in tin; latter case, 
recording their motives at the foot of the written decision, l be same plan 
ought lie carried out with respect to the District Courts. 

As a check upon arbitrary decisions or irregular proceedings, every facility 
should be aHorded to parties desirous of appealing to a higher tribunal. Thai 
object would, I conceive, be host attained by the appointimail of a special Ollieor 
or Recorder unconnected with the Local Government, whose duty it would be 
to enter, in a Register prepared for the purpose, a Minute of every plaint on 
which a suit may lie founded. All plaints to lie laid Move the Governor, who 
should be instructed to tidtnk none but -such a? had been duly registered mid 
numbered by the Recorder. The Governor, nr his Sec rotary, Turkish or Greek, 
cither in Council or not, would then decree Ora reference ol" the plaint to the 
proper tribunal! Civil, Criudiml, or Commercial, according to the nature of tin- 
case, When n decision is given by either the Civil or the Commercial Court, 
the pui-iv who may be desirous of appealing against it would lodge bis appeal 
with I ho Recorder, who would be bound lo give notice thereof to the Local 
Court urn! to the next highest tribunal, Thus Irom the District Courts the 
appeal would he to the Provincial Courts, and from the Provincial Courts to the 
Supreme Council of Justice, or to the "Tijarct" at Constantinople, as the case 
mnv be, llul fast tire remoteness from some of the province* of tire Courts of 
Ap’pvuI might be deemed an hremiveofairee, n tVovinciu! Court ol \ppcfal might 
be erected! The Judges in Ibis Court could lie delegated, spy one member from 
gacb of the communities represented from the Council of the province. Thu 
iiiiid appeal would then be to tire highest Courts ut Constantinople, T ds 
aiTungeinent would miccssnrily be subject lo some regulations ns to time, 
pros'is Ltmul oxeeution of judgincnt, security for costs mid expenses, vulue in 
Mill, Ike. 

In providing tor Civil Courts 1 have purposely omitted lu take into uccou 
Lire “ Mcliki uie," because as the attribute* of (tie Cadi or Mussulman Jud 
liuvc undergone sensible modification's since the Iasi reforms (Edict m f i li lbane)- 
i he effect of any new!y^CmitcEupluted measures tending to equalize, irermancDtlyi 
lire balance of justice, as between Mussulman and Chnstip, would be to render 
that Magistrate almost a BuperHuijty, since all bis de^rions in rival suits must 
be founded upon the 11 SlteryL" or' Koran Coda of Laws, which, we alMmow, 
are rnn Conspicuous far flreir tolerance towards unbeliever*. 1 he Cudli, how¬ 
ever. would be useful a [mblfa notary, to eXiCiUc deed* and [hCrtumi sundry 
legal sets* such eis administering natuS to Mahoinelan witnesses, giving attesta- 
lioiiri, and taking tfawn depuritimis. Or Ire might be made the Recorder of 
plaints and appeals, and he empr.iLVcrcd to levy a. .small fee lor the services 
rciijicretl. 

T'hera are few men of this class of officials who are proof against lire 
temptations to venality with which their ollice L nnw beset. Tire Cad fa hold 
their nfliec only Ibc a year, nf the cxpirntiiui ol L which period they Eire chlier 
reappointed or replaced by a successor. Their emoluments are derived from 
lees, fur which no eczila is "fixed, but arc rather regulated by bmgnitn When the 
period draw* nigh lit which a Cadi knows he must retire. Ins sole imxfaty L to 
tfjUeet us many fees Ettv lie con. tie then tlicajams hi* bargains: and na vfaimts 













is tlte ityslcm pursued, on, these occasions, Huff It frequently happens lEic: most 
arhilrurj’judgments ff 1 il&Tns ") affecting important interests of landed property, 
:ita issued by him during the last few days before his retirement. Only the 
other day, at Semes, Ihisni Pashm the present Governor of Safamca, destroyed 
i'* number of i lain a issued by the ex-Cadi of that town under Hie cireum stances 
mentioned, But it is not every Turkish Coventor who will act in such an 
independent or impartial spirit j and thus, in the very largest majority of eases, 
the Cadi’s last ih\nis arc carried into effect, and a vast amount of irreparable 
injury lulls upon the luckless individual who bad failed to ouMee his unscru¬ 
pulous adversary. Thu Cadi, tberdbre, ought 1o he excluded from every Court 
nf law and justicCj although it. might be deemed expedient to admit him to the 
Con lulls. 

i have now to notice the Criminal Court, As at present iwiHUtjtfcd this 
is merely a Court of Inquiry or Investigation, culled the J< Talikik Medjlis,^ 
cum posed of Mussulman and non-MuSimti nun members* During the few yeans 
il has been in aperulion it appears to work safiafFLcloi'ily, I have been preecxH 
on one or two ueea^iems and thought that the proem-dings were conducted with 
great propriety and regularity, although it struck me Hint this depended, in n 
great measure. perhaps too much so to he taken as the rule, iqwu the conduct 
of the [’resident. This Court takes down, in writing, all the rtcpoKilionia and 
exam illations, and when the inquiry is concluded, n report (” nmabatta") is 
addressed La t he Gfivei'ntjr, wjtip pusses seutiriiee nlvpfisiotudly, except in those 
r/LLsi 1 -- whqfr: tin- eritnifud is convicted of a capital utii-mre, said uwnita the sanction 
of ihc: Boric before carrying 1 it into cxecutiun. 

1 would leave ( he Criminal Court, untouched so long us if conLititK-s to del, 
a- E haw seen if do when the present (fayernur nf ftidoncia presided, 1 would, 
however,recomiiiend Tin- Appointment f>,":i President having net local uquiioelicma 
and no Will interests to subserve. I would nl>i» recommend, lor the sake of 
humanity, that every practical do expedition, ruin pa Lib) a with die true ends o| 
retd bull VC justice, he used in getting through the inquirieslor where there is a 
large mi in her of crimi unis to be tried the dilaloi-iiu-s.i of the Court kia-ps them 
languishing for mouths in confinement, during which, in the present .state of the 
prisons, they arc exposed to intentions mid fatal disorders*. 

The Commercial Court is badly eoortttuied and gives no ^ ills faction. 
When a foreigner is mneemed in n cause Urn aUundatsee of (he Consul 1 * deputy, 
ami Har addition, ad hoc, of a dimple of foivigti mtussors, nro more likely in 
ensure greater regularity in the proceedings. 

Bn: even under favourable dl'eum stances 1 know instances in vv Inch 
decihiiifiH at veiHelhci- with eonururciul law in d u?agn h have hern given, and one, 
in piirlienlar, in which an action wav brought Lo recover losses :md expenses 
consequent eul a foruible seizure ol'ilic property of Hu phdntiir, when the Court; 
lifter monlI vb of delay, issued a decision confirming the phiinlilTs right, but 
declining to point out which of the two parlies implieateil on the cither side was 
responsible for the ucb The plain till' was an Ionian and Hits dcfaialuuta Turks i 
one of (hem I he cx-Kaimakims off-farreK. Tti rough tin* culpable omission on cla 1 
part oJ the Court, it is strongly suspected thal ibc OHmium un-mlM i wove 
bribed. The Kilimpkum was allowed to leave I ho country, mid ihc case has tail 
yet hens setlled, allbough the proceeding^ commenced u earls two ye; iy ago. 

hi u place like Sidonica, wliniv lla iv arc so few elements (hi- composing fi 
C iiuncrcia! Court according | () the rules hi id down in IS Mbaud when l la-re me 
ho Turks, saving the hybrid Mamins, engaged in trade, qu Lea of a purely 
cOininCneial untune might ho disposed of more satisfactorily and expeditiously 
hyiirhitiiitinn, with an umpire In case of dbagrea-men L If I he arbiters found 
that Hu* case was not purely a cquimemal one, they rmnld send i( hack to the 
(ioveruor, who would then refer the parties lo the Civil ('unit. 

In the Police Court, u Turkish suid u Christian Magistrate, appointed by the 
Governor, might silslrki by side live days in the week, nml dispuovnf all ordinary 
police cases summarily. They might likewise receive criminal dipi-ges. and 
transmit them to l lie Governor to he sen I mi hy him lo I lie Criminal Court. A 
da Ey rn oil ol the untie* stand mg in the hoi k- of the Police Court, mid oiTimsc 
dispost d oi", signed by both Magistrali 1 ',-'hoiiId lie siilmnlled to llu-Governor, 
In liiealilics wheie lliv ptipuhitioEi itieiudes uUnrii seels, r-m-b ns Jew*, i Jcwisli 
Mat:islrule julglil liikc bis plate on special ocsm- iuiis willi the I’urki I. ami 
Clu b linn MEigietrutcB, 
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A few plain instructions for Hio guidance of the .Magistrates would require 
lo be framed. The Magistrate* should have no executive functions tn perform. 

The executive po^ver should be vested exclusively in tlj Governor ot the 
Province, and in the sub-fJovemor.s acting under hist authority, 

This* Eh a fit place lo offer a few remarks oei the subject of wiinusses, ^ I 
premise that Llie evidence of any individual arrived at the age ql" discriinlnutlQn 
and in (he |>osMS^iou of Ids faculties is admissible in all the tribunals without 
distinction of rank, nationality, or creed. 

The names and resideifc; of the witnesses which rln- plaintiff in a civil 
suit desires to call in support of bis plaint, should he- written in Homo purl of the 
pitilion ; so t-bfit when it reaches the Civil Court before which the case is to he 
tried, the Bre&ideul or the Secretaries should tirstTuinmou tht defendant and 
inquire of him whether ho intends to contest iho aetiuti or not: in the farmer e-w-w- 
bjtiding him over lo appear on thu day thal may Ih; appointed lor Hie he .mving 
and lo mime the witnesses in las defence J and* in the hitter, taking security 
from hint that be will satisfy the plaintiff. The plaintiff, on Ids side, aiiould 
give security for the payment of Hie expenses of Ids witnesses and those of Hu- 
defendant, according os the issue of the nuit may daternline. The wilnc^^ 
should then lw nerved with notices lo appear, mid, if requisite, they should 1st' 
bound to dt> BO nti the dny fixed. A scale of expenses iniglil he lr. nied, its in.; 
the tunuUUt ]it-r diein, accoirding Lo the station nf the witness. Him shall be paid 
to him during his alienee from Ids home fir liahiLiml place ul residi uce, togetlict 
with \ua travelling expenses. All witnosses tilmuld be swuin by their le-peelsvr 
authorities before going to life Court, and they should Imud in ;l ten ilieatu le, 
that effect before giving their evidence. Such a couvm- wmild dispense with the 
inconvenience of the attendance of ihc persons hy whom baths arc .idminiskivd 
to Hie membd^of flic various seeta. 

In. erhuiiud eases where there is a prosecutor* the Same course might be 
fallowed by ihc President of the Court irf Inquiry, and provision ongld to be 
Tnado that* when the accused is convicted of his offence, thfc qx|jdiises should 
not fall upon tho prouectitor, but i-aihcr be defrayed by tho. culprit, or liv the 
(iqvermiiciit. Yet, some preeiiution would be nceusH;i.ry to chock any dinpusi- 
tion to leniency towards the ffceuscd on Eieeount of his rank, or of Ids rdigi ms 
belief, which might be induced, when the Court had it in its power, to make the 
prosecutor pay llie expenses. 

Instead <>f the +l llresim/ 1 or Governor’s fee, on all money reeuverad 
through bis excculive iiLfilmm firirti debtors (iuminuting Lo fi per ceiih when Eke 
crediloi is a Turkish subject, and lo a per cent, when ho k a foreigner), which 
the creditor lias now to pay, 1 would substitute a regular scale ol"fees, to be 
paid in the man tier l bo Court may tlirEfcl.. 

Penalties ought to be attached to disobedience of sumnnnu-.es. 

According to the plan I have attempted to sketch out, every Huss r>f the 
population would Ih; represented sniff would have the means afforded il of 
making known its wants, and grievances with greater ccitainty of obtaining 
justice, or at lens! of obtaining sin impartial hearing, Hum nt pivsciu ex.-v-, 
For instance, supposing a village eominultily, or an individuiil pca-am, has 
reason to eompmm of (he exuclimia oi the titbeaTnrmer, or of ihe urbilwn-y 
procmlingu of the police, a Turkish i>r a Cliriitiml tnembev of the district, or of 

the Provincial Council, cm being informed of the act ..plained of, Would frame 

It plain Htutemrnt of the ease, and, lifter laying it before ihc Council, na vc Hint 
Body to institute an iiu]uiiy into it with the view to the punishimnE of (lie 
culpabk- parties. For litis purpose it would be useful were ei Mixed Co mini 11 tv 
cf member a to be dclacbod freusi the Cnqneil to conduct the inquiry ou 1 li<’ spol, 
and to bring op their Kcport lo the lull Coutfail, who would ihon have to pun* 
their opinum on it, and direct the mcusm-vH to be taken in consequents, 

A few such ioijuirks, followed up by the condign punishment of tin- 
ou 1 pahIc. would have the ninst sabitary dfail, and, in all probtibility, induce a 
fading ot‘ conltdeiHM winch Is now wauling amongst alt classes, but especially 
amongst the Christians, hi their niLeVh. Numerous other abuses, which aw- 
dsiily pmctlled, might very po-ssildy he eradicuU'd hy simitar means, TV 1 
population at. huge, now nurturing li'E>in the undiockeii provaleneu of im ;,n- 
toi ItioH* or from a merely pari lid correction of thorn, would Han bit liugrht to 
look np Lo the Councils ns rln-ir best friends und inroteetorfi. 

18 , 1 Cinimat, sny t-liat, ns a body, (bey do I Im ■ liSirs nf ChristE a- Ecn.uk - 









>vlm have been abducted by, or who have voluntarily eloped with, Mussulmans 
hi litis part u|: (rit; country t are cerv scarce Lit proportion to the population. 

The discs of conversion of mnk-s are even rarer. I mn acquainted with 
only two cases of the bitter description in which Olirifman youths offered them¬ 
selves befqze the Medjhs as .candidates for the “white faith/’ as they called il. 
hi both instances they were dismissed by llic Governor (ITusni Puslitfj, whom 
h lew inquiries satisfied that their motives were impure it is not every bad 
Christi^n that will make a jibed Mussulman, 

I run also acquaint til with three or four eases of female conversion to 
I slam ism. I n um: of them, there can be no <inula, compulsion was used* Tlmf 
'Vns during lhr: Governorship of Mlrza Saul Pasha- Sufficient influence was 
L-xr-rh d to have the girl eventually brought from Drama, where she had been 
1! L r nined for Baltic Weeks, to Salonicu to he examined. She managed to flee, 
vi.li her parents, to Con stunt inop] e ■ and, furiluti 1 iuiLuen.ee having been employed 
'h'-i’fv Imr abductors, two young Turks of Drama, named Outer I Ellv'JiI i and 
Musiala iluvsdi, were finally pat upon their trial fit Salomon. The conduct 
"i r| tie of (be Beys of Drama, named Hajji Tahir Otner Hey, was to have been 
investigated ul the siinie time. 

The girl’s tiitIter reun-nted from Constant inoph to prosecute ihe oflcinters, 
and everything appeared to be progre-ring favourably 11 ■ the entire of retributive 
justice, when the proceedings received a sudden and decisive cheek flrcrni an 
unexpected quarter: The French Co nsn! informed flic Governor, in the presence 
ol the MedjIEs, that, having recently met the Metropolitan of Drama, he had 
been assured by Unit Prelate that the girl Magdalitri had voluntarily declared to 
him her intention to become ;l .Yhtssuliiuin, This admission was made six 
months after the girl's alleged piH’orirjn of ishllsiism. 'I’hcl'e is, however, very 
strung reason for snspa-Ltng that tile Metropolitan of Drama perjured Ids 
conscience .for the sake of the goodwill of the Beys of that district, of which he 
happened just then ro stand in great need ; as I regret to add that, had he not 
dune su, he would 1 u 1 have been iddv to raise from Ids (tuck (mostly dependents 
of the Hoys themdelves) rhe menus to satisfy soniu jiressing creditors for a large 
sum oJ money. 

The father, for the security of his life, has emigrated to another part of the 
rulin'ry ; and bis daughter* who has remained a Christian., is, J believe, living at 
(Vais 1 mlinople. 

la the other case*, two girls were restored to their Christ ion parents, and 
a 1 ml her chose to remain a MilssuIchsiHj despite even persuasion to the contrary, 
and every opportunity for reflection, 

Pi IteJigioufi i -nlhusinsm, I may Sfefely venture to assert, is never ihe motive 
on the ride of the ft-miiies; and l doubt Very much whether, in the cases with 
which i aui acquainted, it existed on the otlu r side—the more especially, heenusv 
Muf^idninnSjare not only allowed to hu?u Cimstian wives, ImiI Lhyy lire obliged 
to give i belli every facility for wnrsl lipping according to their u wn faith; and 
because true M its cl din 111 is consider it an unhallowed motive lor *1 L'Ju'fstinn 
ft male to change her I tilth out of muii; love for the [mrson of a Mussulman, So 
every ease, therefore, in which a Mussulman acts conUtirily to 1 Iks above prind- 
3des, as in 1 he ease of Magda I ini (Answer No. 1^}, lie renders himself liable to 

pLiniriiiuent. h depends ..in; officials of the Porte to arraign and condemn 

the etllpahte, hut they do not always do their duty ill this ivapect* 

The causes arc almost invariably worldly, and proceed from depravity ol 
morals. A girl may have q 11 nr rolled with her relatives ; or her desires may 
hrr01 no inllamed by a young Turk quite as readily as limy would be by a young 
Christian, and so, forgetful of her duly, she may throw llerficlf into his posses- 
Sion, Mini, having uiicr sinned, he easily perauiidud to fly with him, I h r only 
chance of retrieving her push ion. according to (.In eonunmi error, is then to 
limmie a Miilioinelan, ami in be married lit her hiVer. Hut the (aw is, Hint, 
where 1 !lc remotest suspicion exists of a carnal connection, tlie female is watched 
until such Time as nIk* may lie proved to be pregnant or not. In the former 
ca c, llic fnthr i of the yet unborn child is bound to make a, pecuniarjr precision 
to rim mother for her uHkpring * and in the fuse of criminal connection without 
fruit, b ' 1 must compensate her for the injury dune to her person, hi neither 
event can I he woman ft hut is, u Christian) insist upon bis taking her luvim. 
N- t Glb^iLnding the,' connection that tuny have taken place, she cannot be 
iK.nij died to become a Mussulman, 


hi one instance, 1 happened to be present in the Mvdjlis when a C hrjstian 
girl, who had dopcxl from her home in one of the villages under circumstances 
similar to those tucntiuucd above, was being examined. She admitted her love 
for her abductor, and confessed that* being poor, she could never expect to he 
married to any Christian who would give her such fine clothing and ovnatijcnts 
sis her lover was likely to do. She related, with the utmost eangfroid, the 
tragedy that followed her flight, licr father, iu his pursuit, had scarcely come 
up with e ho pair, when her lover turned upon him and split his head open with 
a hatchet. Tlia murderer took ta flight; and her only anxiety was as to when 
fie would return to her. She persisted in culling herself a Mahometan* 

Few sis the cases of the conversion of females arc, it is most necessary they 
should be forthwith examined into; for, if allowed to pass unnoticed, the practice 
might become scandalously frequent. 

20, Those which I have attempted to describe in Answer No. 17* As to die 
simpleness of the forms, l think tlmh w here a new edifice has to fie erected, the 
builder, if 1 he has tlie slightest knowledge of his art, and knows exactly what is 
required, will study io avoid the superfluities and weak points he may have 
discerned in other works, and, turning ills materiais to the best account, will 
construct his own accordingly, And as to the expense, it wan if I bo a matter Ibr 
the consideration of llic political economist whether the Government would gain 
most by saving the salaries to l>e paid out of Eta Treasury to the increased stafl 
of officials* or by the additional prosperity of the country e xpected from the 
application of [lie measures, which would require the larger disbursement to be 
made t in other wori|, present sacrifices wpuld have to he weighed against 

j) respecti ve ! jc Lie fi Ls, 

hi any ease it is essential that the laws should be punctually and impartially 
carried into effect. The Governor of the province and the Sub-Governors 
cm^lii therefore to be made directly responsible for tin; execution of the judg¬ 
ments of the Civil Courts: and wherever they are proved to have failed in their 
duty, they should be punished with severity. The penalticn ought to be fixed 
by Saw, so that each functionary may ktirnv, on ncccptmg an office* what lie lias 
to expect. 

Bribery ought to be made a penal oitciiev. and the laws for its repression 
might to be enforced most ruthlessly. 3 would not punish the giver of a bribe 
if on his mlbrtitnlion any public officer were convicted of the crime, The 
penalties dhoiild be regulated proportionately to the trust committed to the 
offender: (be higher the giadc the more rigorous the punishment. 

31. They have been already in part indicated by the previous answers. 
There is one measure, however, which bus frequently occurred to me. All the 
revenues raised in the Empire are appropriated exclusively by the State* whilst 
the people who supply them know not what becomes of them further than that 
they go generally to pay the officials, the laud and sea forces, and that a part in 
absorbed iu sonic way or other which reflects no benefit upon themselves, E.lu 
tin: revenues from all sources, therefore, be collected by Government officers, 
noecssurily trustworthy, and be publicly accounted for. The same with the 
expenditure. A larger sum would flow into tire Treasury, because in the case of 
like furined revenues, the Government would gain vJisu ihc speculators and their 
bankers now do, a|fd by tfie exercise of economy and proper control uvct the 
public expenditure, a surplus would he left that might he ffcvotjgl with advantage 
in public works in the provinces. Thus, were raadi and bridges made, trade 
mid agriculture would receive the impulse it now wants; hospitals and ttsyJuma 
niiglkt be built* and goo[3 prisons constructed. Huoiigh a more cquid and striqt 
administration of justice confidence would ensut;* mid iiotn it would spring tlie 
association of capital for private enterprises, improving the industrial mis, whieli 
are ai present at a very low ebb, Titc internal Customs duly upon a variety of 
native manufactured articles ought to be abolished*, and remitted upon some 


exported articles of native mumdacture, 

A useful institution would be tlie establielimmil of pmvincial batiks for 
savings loans, and deposit*. A considerable amount nf ready money which is 
now believed to be tying inactive* hoiirdeil tip by most Muiimkhnaiifi ns well as 
by Umstinus would then be tempted into circulation ; and where money Hows 
freely ii is a sign of confidence in the stability of tlie State, and a sure indication 
of prosperity. 

I am obliged to confess Lhni the people do not appear to have, at present, 
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nnv confide nee in the Government. T& chief aim of Life Government, I [wre- 
loir, should tie lo restore that confidence It (heir good fault hus been don te , 
they shonlcl.seaao every Opportunity to roiricvo t.heir lost character ; atm wr i- 
Qiit«|me -natpabi, truest j ntvcl coiumncd Foot ot the# good mifrniions,they 

'* ^J^SSSL. for inatimett. of cm, pUn*?* offi.bl .odd 
hftveamost^utaryenbet on the public iiiM m W 
The papulation should be imdi clenrly with thou i i^'l^ lhM 

may Ujlow itnu^difttely w)wn they are wronged, and how and where to obtain 

] m>uld advocate the JLblislmicnt m llic eiilof toWi| of MiimcipK imm’iss 
to Which foreigners may be ad mil tod ft* memljem. 1 tic pbiti of ftn # ritut lt} ‘l 
LliaUhmiiCter ill Salonita has n!ready been forim'foimd it awEtits but the sane 101 

of the Porto to be called into activity. r ., j , , . , 

**% If ihe Gokrnment supported them at its own ^speiisv- is would 

verv possible- In establish them ; ultlicmgh i Wfhqttd sofe^illinilty m ^tiue* 
inu" 1lit; Christians and Jews to send their children In Ur win eat cd -doii^ w h 
Turkish children, bmmso, as they have their own sclmute, they would imUmilly 

uive them the preEefeec* . , , , lb r „ -i, ir 

i do not Ihink either, were the Christian- ami Jews to do m chat si mpiK n 
would be promoted 1" any useful degree between (hr pupds ot d'lkrciH eieet >, 
iwcause m pfiMts would be careful to d^-iv.,v Jhiiir k-mb-uoecs o Imiu bn ■ _ ■ 
rfojns, and lignn inllut'itois would bepiimmuimt to all ntiusi^- Ik-, im- 
Ibr which, l conceive, she prup<n»l tovsiabfoh mi Mil iro>«:1feoj S \\& ken put 
forward, that of transfusing tin- vxv'mft elements ol iijUHiul av;'i-anu ami k^eord 
hiio one common bond of harniou| lui^vor desirable is rmglit he, would '■< 

11 The Cbiistiaiis eonmliiin Unit She Government interferes luumueli willi 
their selection hf teacher and protest, The Government is bgj 
justified, to a eCrfmH cutout, in inquiring into tfm ctiunicter iiiicl the poll n-H 
tendencies of foreigife ivhofionto to touch in bhe schpdlj to t nrkej i Un theft 
L , IU iKHio dmiht that nmnv of those fljiiu m mipoitod front G^ccc are wt lo 
infosc into the youthful mind of Hum- pupil* iita of national itidopendenw 
Which. III. n mature cannot but weaken thev allcg.miee to their legitmuilc 

That would greatly please the Cluksiaiafll, but, practically^ I do nm 
think it would answer/ The success of the experiment wmihl.nl «niwc, main y 
deucml Upon Sho (diamrSa. cduCtthon, uml pohucel mmnhty pf the pm-.n 
sedecrvdlm- the oilicc. Llut in uny case, i think the i hnstnu. \iev-Coicmoi 
would be tom pled So consider himscll' Ets tlw I wrkisli Guvcruor t* iivm i so tli.i. 
unless the two perfect I v agreed iu opinion and in they would he mn- 

liuiialty Imng in undermine one another, mid great conlu^ton, delmmmtid tn 
Llie min interests of the country, would inevitably <?Usue. 

Instead of a Christian Vice-Governor, l would have pm Mm ami 
Turid5,1, Secretaries ntluclmd to the (kivcrnaj, ht>( h pppumtod by the S «i1w ■nu¬ 
ns suggested in Answer No, 17, they slmuld have a seat in ib-._ r || yuiein 
Cmmeii. Their duties would have iu he clearly dotal, but heir Idmeipal 
nllicc would be thill of 3ptin.fi as sipublic cliunuote ihnmyh which Mm udvicsts 

L ii the Mu^sultoiui and tlhrislian portions of lie: populism. . r ” n ^ ' t( * 

(lie Council, where the nommon iuleriisS would be looked lo. am "» «1 

diveweemvni the Ikirtc would have the menus of deeding, or else ol pa-nuf us 
veto" upon miv mvusurc agrevd to which might appear olyeetioiiab^ 

I chink il‘ tidviunbk to take the tumponil authority out ol the humU uf 1 he 
Herev k, that tliev may be better able lo ntieiid to Ihe spiritual weliaiv ol She 
I mpo kit ion, und to supc r I III ml (I . if ret [ ului t. ■ , 11 n 1 ed uc«t« m ot she yn u n g . 

04 Altluuiirh not itrt[ij,ted to dufinv itH extent, l^cmi (incih jivrsmuded, m 
me own mind liuit it has been and is at xvnrk. No fairer held, perhiips oilers 
i lt'lor iSe/diwuiiiintiou of idens and Um culture uf senlmmiits which tond 
noi. unlv to promote division and discontent amongst (lie ddh-mit dashes kit 
likewisse i'nllicib tw dkinVctiun uf the t’hristism rav^ towards (heir ruler*. 
The foreign <u*mrV ^nployed is very subtle,^ the el,usuries :.«r earelui to avoid 
I'h-i/lV. The linlgurian race is tornpered with by Russian mtluencie, and 
when the fact is taken into eonaidcration that the Greek Hi shop at KLlkitrb, in 
111 IVoviitce. ha- ken replaced by a Ikdfcwmu Miop who cau altord to krego 
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the large income derived from his diocese, and that numbers of Bidga|an youths 
bnvc been Kent gratuitously from this country to Russia to be educated m ■ n 
litieetliood, it in difiicult not to connect the Russian Government W1| h _thc J 11JvL ” 
ment. The Greek clergy, depending from the Patriarch at t.. on si anti nop h\ ni1 ‘ 
most Indignant at the iiicreaiing nneroachments on the domain oi thnr Ghnrcb 

which are taking nlucc in Houmelia, , . , 

A few months ago n Greek printing establishment at Salpnica waa^oBmi 
by the Turkish aiUlmrities; and although the b'rcnoh Consul in to res tod lnn#ll 
oil liclialf of the printer, it has not since ken allowed to resmiiv work, llic 
ostensible but verv justifiable cause for the proeucdiflgsol the lurkish auihi nlios 
was that the sanction of the Porto exlcudwl only to the side ot I"-" tod hooks 
Tile fact tlr.it led to the inquiry ns to the printer’s license was the discovery timi 
\ w Ii;u I printed and 'circulatct! in the coup toy vanoiw papers coivncetod with ilio 
nrftaation of IVmslavism, I have been informed on tal authonty tot ho 
Turkish uiithoritics have latch fallen upon a truck which they huliovc will lend 
them to proof of Russian eouiplieily with the printer ill questmn. 

The niSwsteiieR throughout tlto the country, and pamcubi^r thc collectmn 
of them on Mount A thus, arc the strongholds ot the Greeks and Russians 
political hoots. These privileged estobSishuietiTs are, in ket, suspecEed uf k-mg 
repositories of anus and atntiuuotiuii, Ro^in lias lately renovated the Russian 

monastery on Mount Atlm which contains upwards of 200 monks, hall ol 
Whom arc Greeks. She lias also made presents of vestmento and pictures to 
the other nineteen tnonusypi^ Gnu recent occasion I noticed she figure ut n 
Russian cede on the girdle worn by mu Ionian tnouii i'c.'ujging to aoutbet^ 
mun^liTV on Mown Atl.os, The of the Hmwu l»ipernil-Si«un. 

Niivijathit C«w|«ny e»H at Mount Mhos every week eonung to or jjomji Iron. 

Saleipcn. „ . ,- n . , , 

Ij-ftt it should be said that the conversions ol Greeks and -tows in 

PrnU'-ipuiSism produce diei’■iim noil discontent amongst the native population* I 
ratty emphatically state that such is not the Sta The taipminf a ^ k ™»y tc | 
impart tbo light of the Gospel where it bus been concealed Lrom ihe people, llikI 
Ihvv serapulouslv exclude every idea of forming their converts mio n new; nation 
looking lo u foreign IVwver itii' dii'cct protection, The I Votoslrmt nnssiodarics 
are not political agents, ns many ot the other foreign tnissionanes me. A ier> 
l nr « G imiioiitv of' the candidates lo Protestantism have bum) iv r c|cl by the 
nii^louaitos oil account of it having been elicited during their term ol probation 
that their object wa* either lo obtnin pec nkiry rcbi.'l or 10 he taken under the 
BKlisli potion. In the bitter case they invariably bai l some pH molar 

peixnud in to rest to lorwio'd. . , 

The Roman Catholics have luldv umli'riaken the la.^k ol mdnuiig , 1 m 

diseohtented Greeks ol Cuwandm to acknowledge the supremacy of Lho 1 ope in 
ictuvil for which concession ol conscience they bold out aw u.1 woihllx 
llcI vantages to them, mmuigst uLlwr, that of their protection against the oppres- 

si.If ibuir own clergy. The Greeks have been I -d tu suppn^ tbai limy w ill 

liave the benefit of that, pmtcctkm. in case ut un d, lrom Ihe h'Ciieh Gowm- 
miid; audit they bnvc not yet made up their minds upon the FUibpjl. a w 
taiusc they have'not yet bad nti uppovfuniiy of costing the values ol the pnests 

conditional promise*. . , . . 

t'miu the Ufighhouriito Stoto of Ghscco a continual stream ol independent 

notion* is 1,011 red Into thc'i'iirliisli lawinocs In mens iln- jimrimb. .Vojinw 
is loll uiaaid tlmt can cvnite tlic Miwl; Christiais m InHscv in Iniityil 

a,I,I oontpwit of llicir rulers, livery fmill is will,illy exil^rule,!, mid tlic- 
■ s-nssvst lies arc invented liy tile-jmirinilisls. Such Statnncnts uitforUinalely 

li.nl echo in the I,carls of‘those ... <licy am S|«^MIy loleiuM it, .move; 

,111,1 1 fear that much irrqisraLIl miaclih-f Iras leen dole though tins mleelnnis 

* ' 25 . AI >e ut iwo years tutu a« iiui'tiry took place id Saluviicn <>> the nglit 

of ,1 Handler of individuals alleged to he sudyeeUs ,,t the I ortv in linlil C,,vvh 
nnssnints. The mull was linn fctv of them were proved In have any right to 
foreign uii-suiorla, und the passports were taken away In,m the rest. 

At ierres there arc many subjects ot tlup'orto who go tn A usl rm. 11 in I 
return with Austrian passports. “There; lit Ml Artielc ut the livatyof SMtaW by 
virtue of a strained construction of which the Auatrum agents m (lie l-.uyop. ari 
[irovinees of Turkey Illllintuu, llicir rial,I 1 " prulect such person* as A list,inns. 











] nriL not aware thut if is customary in tills part ol the country fhi subjects 
<>i the Porte to obtain passports lor Greece and then exchange them (or Russian 
oasjfrbrte, Mad it been 1 lie custom 1 should have heard of it Mteir arc very 
j( 5 W liussinn subjects hew. 1 have heard that at Georteba (m the pniviiux oi 
Mu mi stir) the custom bus been very prevalent 

kJU/iMIICOj 18E30, ,, . T m irirnrri 

(S3ifEicid) CHARLES J« CAL\ IjKJ j 

'' ' j-i C y Majesty's Consul at Monastift late 

Her Majesty's Cent ul at Salomon. 


No, 3. 

Consul Lnwjwrth to Lord J. [teiiped Awjud L) 

j£ Lf , Behjrwlc, Jutrj 2 G f \ 8 flG. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith inclosed to your Lordship, the 
cp»y of a despatch, under date of m Wtai. Her ^otu\ 

Vissier at Widdin, and such facts and opinion? nHwto hts miBBion ot inquiry 
as 1 could obtain in Bulgurm, 

1 ham 

(Si gn ed) J. A. LO N G W 0 in 11 ■ 
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Horrid Longv'orth to Sir IL Hulwer. 

j.- r Belgrade, July 14, IfiliO, 

° r ‘ IX (MimMKCof the instructions ettHtaineJ ill t our l^cfillenCT's <lc 5 o*l> 
til,. Ij. , lilting | IlUVL- tiurnd means oi coiamumaRriig mth the bpn mu 
;;l Wiid S'wll tiwtins -vu.t. hit., such ihct s und opimui.^ ie;- 

,!ms<phi'i! to impart with respect to the results of bits im|inn, .md odtrm D , ici 
,,.’i urn sud sLgeBtions a? were dictated by my knowledge and, olhsa-vniiou o 
K ln£ still ... visit. I ls.iv be™ particularly eodld to mod A 
, . , 111 1 lU| m r'M oi’ iiniluH interference with his proceed in g?, . . 

The candour and unreserve with which his Ui|hneas entered mto 1L ^ 
subjects I, in Spine measure, attribute to our intimacy at a format E^ntxl, though 

nianv yeaiv bad daifHfetl since our^asL misditigs , , f iay s n t m, 

'\viti, n-feiTtice to Ins minion, which hud been already luimicu m i . 

IV!A-n^ ..mlu. tlut^huk, and Widdin, he inured me 
he hud met with nothing to warrant the charge ot religious persecution udanu.u! 
bv Prince Gortchiikbff; Not a single case of oppr^mn experienced by Gin is* 
'd the luinds of Turks had been brought to bis ,qogm/;lilCu. Mis &ntls- 
Em J 5 * ,t.ll was, iu -mu troubled by the anu_ liu 

Mt nl havjfjg been sent on m ernmd so tulde to the provincea, at u tmw 
... Li... I,™ ...jisht have been profitably employed m tlia capital- 

' At Widdfk however, a petition bud heal presented to him aubsen >cl 
wilh 300 signatures, and containing vague charges agttiiist the Lucal mithn- 
ndus This document lie did not hesitate to diputamu as *pun<>iM. 1 
■ I,. . ,,i i. (1 t j r i ,,,,. to iift source; meanings I have no uoubt > Ihe 

Uus^iTii Consutnte. It is a laioarkiible fact ibal M. Sukuloii, tl«: Russian 
l oiisuMhc mriv susiKeted, had been withdrawn from Wuldin and Jrunstcvrcd 
, 5 , 1 | i' , ,p lv3 betiu'u this invest lotion eomineneed. Below 

u, J,TU«to. 'fJA^tglVWh. to 11. Halibini’. Mintaicr .,t 

ViV'mini .1 iW .Ml «t SeiriBtf, Oq 

1 H .p-uuLv There must duublto have been some points upon wludi an 
», U i«Hl m.a,rs llini lms ba«w«*n lc 

tiL, r pwto. .gtojt «'* 

of IrtiicS Gurtchaku^ Gaslfl of cutrpg ?wd eruetLy, mid nt Imred ^avotsion to 
jiSi Li, eoahi whU m cobar JvtMMl ^ 1,1n(,r 




nnv amount of subornation and suagestitm enlist witnesses in support of lliem on 
the spot, 

It may be fairly' presumed that ibe hired eintesarics from whom Princi: 
Qolgui-ouky collected bis information at Belgrade, applied with the psual 
exaggeration to Bulgarin, rejmrts of atrocities committed in oilier provinces. 

I shall advert to tliuac aflmvanls; and, wilh rckn iicb to the charges contained 
in the petition. I iiftvc now to obsci*vc that t.h|y are, fbrtlicmost part, untenahkv 
while others are frivolous; and the last ihing put prmitieritiy forward ns n 
gidev&icc (that is. the appointment of their Bishops l>y the Palt inreh of Constail- 
tinoplc.—a giiev^ce of some centuries' standing is u uertinn indicatiem of the 
quarterwhchle tlic whole emanated. r llu; immudiatu advantage contemplated 
by Russia in this movement is the suhatilutiou of Bulgaiian Bisliops, with a 
Patriarch nt their head, for those of die ijsuiur. It is n result which would be 
cheaply putchdikd by many hard-fought campaign 5 , and a gopd equivalent Ihr 
the exclusive Protectorate of the ( brittian subjects qf shu Sultan, which the Iasi 
war with Russia was undertaken to avert. 

With tha orthodox hierarchy in her hands, site would have the entire 
control and headship of the Bulgarian nation, temporal power being iu the Mast 
inseparable from spiritual. Fortunately for the Porte, these views neither 
originate with nor are easily disseminated among ibe Bulgarians.’ From all I 
can learn (uud I have been at great pains lo inform myself on the subject), this 
qm^iion of the hierarchy is either unknown to disregarded by tha moss of the 
nation, to be found in the Ihrms and villages. Notwithstanding the trouble 
arid expense the Russian Government has been at to propagate it, it lias made 
little progress beyond the immediate centres of agitation, sneb na Soliit, Phillipo- 
poli, and Widdin, wlitrc schools have been established under llqsfeian nuspiccH: 
they are of a |:n-i i |>imUoiy kind both as regards persons and principles. Hie 
Bulgarian nation is too illiterate to supply without foreign assistance the 
mccssary [lumber of prelates for the new hierarchy* For similar objects and 
doubtless with ifiesaiue nmtivcs p <:ostly presents liavo been made to the Ihdgarinn 
cl Lurches; they consist of paintings, vases, viestments* and other omnments* 
The Greek Bishop of Widdin informed mo he had doclim d to accept presents of 
this kind for the church there; bill they had been received at Gahriiu, Sislm , 
Ter nova, and other places in Ids diocese. Iu short, the solicitude of the Emperor 
of Russia for the welfare uf these pfpj>!u h most remarkable : not only sire they 
provided with schoolmasters, but hooks are composed find printed (hr their 
special edification at. Odessa!. And lastly, as would appear from v;l;at has 
occurred at Widdin, the seine friendly hand Uls bean engaged in preparing their 
petition to the Grand Viisiut, 

Resides the internal evidence eis lo the uuth^hip of ibis document, il jiutsf 
be ohserved that the individual selected, alter the wilhdrewal ui M. Sukoblf, In 
piVRtnt it to the Grand Ymer w*ua a Kaynb of ilm uamu of Zmio, who bud 
formerly u scat in the Mcdjlis, hut hstd been expelled from it nr^ it charge ul 
hriljery auul corruption. He and another notable of the name of Elias arc tho 
notorious agent* und hnngcrs-on of the .Russian Consulate. When called upon 
by the Grand Vizier to substantiate the statements and verify the signatures of 
the petition, be utterly failed in so doing, Yury few uf ihe latter could he 
i den titled, mid the parties declared they had signed tho document under die 
belief that it contained nothing hut a rcmonHtnn.net; against tho pig-tax. 

The rest of the grieviLiiocs crnnmsriitcd could scarcely be viewed ua serious. 

Eat, With reference t« tlm refusal of the local authorities to allow the 
(.'In'istimis to put i^p it ehurch-bdlj. it may be remarked that this use of belts 
in the Fiist has always been considered tis tantamount to a recognition ul 
Christianity being the established ’ivorehip of the pte* Ju some towns, there- 
fore, iniiLibited almost exclusively by Christians, tin* concession has been made 
by the Government. Hm at WiddEn, where mare tluui threuTourths of the 
inhabitafttB are J’uika. it would have involved an insult to their prejudices and a 
dangerous expeiinicnt on their loihemnnce. At a former period tbe Christians 
would not have dreamt of putting forward euch a pretension: mid it must he 
admitted that iu all other respects there id no restriction on religious ceremonies* 
anti uut even rm public processions, 

2 nd, It Ex stated in the petition that the Cadi, or Mu ssulmnn Judge, had 
arbitrarily interfered with the afhiira of the Chri4«m community ; that is in 
rjut'^iucis of inheritance and the adniiui^truiioii of the property ol mim.u^, Rruul 
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0 j sllc h interference, however, though fchcdlengcd nml earnestly sought, by the 
Grand Via-tert was wholly watsLiiVg; waiting ill least at Middin, though there 
e i isl v have been interference in other parts uf the Empire. Indeed, S remember 
M, Uuw heard somethin* of the kind complained of in Crete ; and on tins found*- 
SSndSSj^tlbly, rvsts the rfLp in to Wjfft Notbtag 

vnu more clearly illustrate the IcKiaeneas 01 these chtnjges hr general. 

3rd. It Is represented that the Christians admitted ns members into the 
Mediiis* or Municipal Council, wore allowed no voice in it* proceedings, and 
hadjn fact, been silenced by the Pasha. This disrgc was fully investigated by 
the Grand Yteicr, and proved to be ualupportetl by n shadow even ol l-v tile nee. 

It was, moreover, denied most positively by the His hop, who lias hunsclt a seat 
in the Medjlis. Jf the petitioners trail been satisfied with aihmnng that the 
Christian member* exercised liille influence or luiliiorUy in the Medjbs, the 

complaint would, have been more plausible: though els reganU M. 11113 

told it would, overt when thus qualified, him': been inapplicable. °^ T1 
experience, however, lends me to infer that in many places, nnd I should say the 
majority of tlicm, it were vain to look for iiidupciidtiiicc of ^character m_ the 
Christian member* of thO&? Councils, not more from the domineering spnk ol 
the Turks than llteir own disposition, which is crouching and corrupt ; corruption 
and talnehood, indeed, arc thus chronic inftrnvUtes T though in n diftcj-ent degree, ot 
tin! ireneration both Christian and Moslem. Time and iduoatiun alone cun effect 
a change lor the belter. The Government may, by its Edicts and I hit h-bulimy unite 
hasten nil d advance such u reform; but I queslitm very nludi whether more evil 
lhan gobd will not arise from proclaiming a social equality winds is, m the 
present Slate of things u»tl relations of society, morally impossible. 

banalUV before the law Is that which mast Ire brat establishedi tin-only 
sort of equiiltim in fart, which can, under cxltliug ci reams unices, be reused. 
And in connection with this, wc come to Use complaint in the pctitioqHthc only 
tmvdhk noilu in it- relativi Ui (lie rqeetmti of Christian evidence in the Ottoman 
(ribmuds. In lids respect, it cannot be denied there is mom tor nnumdim'iit, imf 
only at Widdin, lust ill every province of the Empire* A fotile L'eynlalsan lias 
been enacted by which such evidence is admitted in an interim- 1 olicc Court, 
but excluded fiom (he higher or Municipal 1 ouned, while the sentence pu^ul 
in lhat whete witnesSL- are heard has to he confirmed til the oilier where they 
nriMHj i All this has the appearance d evasion—one ol (hose halt-ni^iautvs 
which give satisfaction Co nobody. Nor is this all: ;i distinction is dmwn >ti the 
Hutti-buinaVouu itself between civil and crimhml suits, t hnslfflu evidence being 
bolil to be admissible in the latter, but nut in the former* Theplen upon Much 
li is defended is, however, specious enough; it is m-ed iliac the property c-3 she 
Turks* particularly in disti'ictn where they are in a great relative minority, would 
he exposed to confiscation If, 111 the existing 'Umiumlrccd state ot society, 
Christ inn testimony were taken in easi; - of this land. I hit H nwy, »n 'he oilier 
hand be retained that much of ibis demomliwition, ns regard* the inihlfereuee 
shown to perjurv, both hv Turks am! Christians, may he traced to tin* lux and 
vicious principle' acted upon in lh* Mussulman Cfmils, where, us the only means 
of secs,inn-* itiUieu to Christian*, Mussulman false witnesses are permitted Lo give 
evidence tin lliclr behalf. Tlw abolition til' this practice would di. more than 
■tm thlH" else Lo purify (besc tribunals; hut this cam only be dtectoally aceoni- 
nlfshcd i\ the admission ol Christian evidence, mrt#l ol Mussulumn |^nry,;,s 
n mutter t>f legal necesshv, The £< utamC or the taw luilhontiys ol nriccy. wi 1 
lasve m-entualW either Ui'do this, or to renounce tile ni Hit;ilwn togtUser wills 
the emoluments arising theret'rein. of «H Civil amts. M ere the alternative ivpu- 
lust'lv m te them by i he there can he little doubt wdsat thatr decision 

would he. In the meanwt,lie, t \m i- micjiiestiupbly flic duel obst#le to any 

mmliuraliim in tile Mler. , . 

Mure ;* MU.. 1 I 1 .T Iiliusn whidi rails ui@aiUy tor *onwl»«. I mowi Ihi- 
Ibreihle ahtUtdion of Chriatiun girls by Mahometan*. It is not idluded to u. 
the WkSdiii nelitism, nnd, indeed, is u crime by no menus comiimu iii Hulgnria, 
i,. [■ :i *. | believe, its any other province, except Norilu-n Alb ana* Sltll, it is mie 
wiiitih Aionld not be neglected by the Pmte.lbnt is that, and that only, which lias 
mrnkbed the ground fur (he must serious ol tire ch^cs advanced by Intieo 
(kii-tdiuhoni that ihi, the forded conversion ol ( hustling to UlamiHni. Mmh 
Iijls hmi said in extenuation of this practice uf alidiiebon. It is m, old custom 
„r these wild i. ist riels, and was formerly held to ay him mmily spml on tin- part 
of the ravishcr. It is assorted also, and I bohevo it, that the girls ore frequently 


conaentiug partie$ to their own abduction, anti that the parents* by delaying to 
give them in marriage, with a view of appropriating then* services as ong as 
possible; indirectly firinginisfortune on themselves. Hut these pallMtn<fS t 
and other* of the kind, which may he urged, are, i flunk, beside the Ttesttom 
which is simply if seduction ami violence 1 »» been employed m ignoenig these 
girls from the roof and ]nolection of tlieir parents, lint instead ol pul ting it to 
this issac f it has hec n the rule to lorot: ihv. pat tv to -'ppeai 'dore tin Hihm d 
which rejects Ghristian evidence, and Lo dispose o (he aUmf smumunly, \n 
comoelhm*; her to deviate herself n f-hnstian or a Mahometan. 

Against this mode of procedure I deemfd U my dutv to make a determined 
stand, more than six yearn ago, at Mm&stir 1 insisted on ulI aurh 
treated elk nalicc-matters Eind not questions ot religion, which. I in.imLmm L w*i. 
outmircd by btgnS a cloak for such disorders. 1 upp^tled also to onnmis 
and Vi/livid letters, in which force, els u lliwfos ol prusehtisni , wj.^ stiiuh 
forbidden ! finally* obtained mv point, and the bust results tpl owed* In :d 
sneh Ites ’ iueb mpidlv dhninhhed in number, the girl, were furtlitt'slh K-sU^l 
to their fmpies and their travellers pumshcil us tiiey desen ed. I In si. pmu cd 
in^ were duly lepdrted to Cousin nt urn pic, but there n dillerent view smns in 
liave prevailed on the (piestion, which it Uniteretl the liinalteisni.be all pftrtJfis, 
and of Greeks as well as Turks, te invent, as before, with u ehaiae ter. 

Various expedients were devised, and. iumm- other*, that, ol HW|uestenng Am 
the victim of niiduction for three days in tlio residence ol the bislrop previous to 

her profession in the fniilt in the Me^lis. _ 

' Hot tiiis wav of proceeding, after occasioning much semidal unc reermnn,!- 
iion has been deMtivdv abtmdtm«h Tim quvstion, hnwwcr. should be set at 
rc . S i : nnd the Forte herself, seeing the hnputatiiis it exposes her te, is dnctly 
interested in not. leaving it open imy telfigciv '1 tic most practical solution is, m 

mv oiainion, that above suggested* . , .. 

■ It Wll! s enrtifying, therefore, to find that the Grand \ mvr ook the snnie 
view of the matter; and what is more, lie promised me hi would do )hh bust to 
vnfoiw it. His llighncBH, mdreovciy agreed in the opirnon 1 expressed that this 
Jr] Ihc question of Cbristiaii evidence are the two inmn points to w.uch. us 
sources of bitter feeling and dixeusstoiq the attention of the I orte should now 
In: directed. As to oiw!biting, by any sumujaTV pt^ccsa,. mere rdigiuu^ 
nntipulhics, whieli were mutual between the 'forks and Christians, lhe otdy 

di Iterance being that the Turks, ELS mastei^ had beed under greater .. 

to display then, Ihc tank was. he said, hopeless; nil that conn he done was lo 
deal with their effects in the Shape of overt acts. It was, ut ' be tune, a 
real mistake lo suppose that the oppressiun cLunplmnud ol Inn) been M^te'iLai ir 
or uniform, Tho eohtemw. indeed, wus the ense, 1 he result ol tnu OLli.iuan 
conquest had been to establish the HijjLreniaey of one people atmther, wlnlv 
tho Government had, iVoin the demueLUlir reuLlrucies ol Ishnnism, men nmc i 
more liOpular in its essence tlnui whs generally imagined. It w m a lack w-lnrh 

... Lo tbd Turks, lllut livbtg in juxtapo^inn with yonqurn'il rata-s, they 

bud discovered a degree csf toleration and Jbrbeurtmee i,o whiclu eiHihLrleriLig lb'; 
were uncooteoltedi history could nm furnish a para lid. 1 heir bund, 11 
had been heavier un the Christian* in smut- parts ol the 'ban U ugl 

been in others, mid this when a rude, popular auEhonty was cxereised, was 
(1) have been expected as the natural consequence ot chltercilt oiremnalillKv, ill 
di Here tn provinces. In Bulgaria am) on the Danube., where the I inks gal i 'soneo 
the fortresses and occupied, in loree, l.lm coii8id#ihie towns, Uh: pre^uir tot tlm 
llaynhs might have lieen greater in ihoir immcdsate tieighhourhooil; but (h.-> 
were COTiLparativcly llivi.l0lf*ted in the distant vdiages Ol rife pi am ^ and the 
Balkan*. In Albania the instincts of men are rtremgyr tl.an the ol 

refigiuin and it was remarkable that tliough Lbnsnaus »l a rece. m HiClr 
csliLuELtion, inferior, such ^ the Itelgariaus, who live a.mmg them, are treated 
with harshness and contumely, Cohans ol Albanian blood are allowed to 
wear their arms, uiul are independent almost as themselves. _llie pttnicn.c in 
which tMirintians liuvo laid most reason re complain wiw Mosmii: the questnm 
G, thci'C* uiic of noble and serf, of a privileged and unprivileged chins, precisely 
analogous to that vihieh now occupies the Ib^sian Government, whtdi, lamihar 
iis it Bisu&t be with itK dilliciillicKj hhmtld he mure indulgent to a neighbouring 
ritate enraged in the tank tif salving them like itsell, I nrke-y had, m tucl, niialu 
greatev progress in it; hut in Bosnitr the question of privilege was complicated 













ljy rclij^iuu-. considerations, the nobles having, at a former period, embraced 
Mahoiftetunbnl to preserve their estates, which were thus fepniditiOQUlty assured to 
them. Each of the other provinces had passed through its peculiar ordeal, ami 
;i. serrate inquiiy into the past And present condition of each would tend 
entirely to disprove tin: charge of systematic oppression, It was* in truth, llte 
absence of-any tiling like system mmmitenuity that rendered it difficult for the 
Porte to adopt any general rdgime for flu- amelioration of the condition of the 
Christians. 

! give the above remarks as, ihe suibsramr rather of my conversation with 
the (hand Yi/ier than a distinct recapitulation of what was said on cither side, 
which, as our views were almost identical, is the less nuct'SBiiry ; hut with reference 
to the last observation, J ventured to submit to bis lligliRCSB, whether it might 
no! have been hotter, under the circuinstances he had described, to regulate and 
adopt, snore than had been yet attempted, the administration of the provinces to 
the different degrees of civilisation developed in cadi, hi Rouinelia, where i 
bM resided, and in other Pilshnlics which [ had visited, ! had acquired tin; 
conviction that ?hc double Government of (lie Ifoshu mid the Medjlis worked 
badly; local influences, adverse to Christian interests, prevailed in those Councils, 
nor was the matter mended much hy the admission ol Clii'isitEui members, who 
were [or the most part timid .ml corrupt. r fhe best protector* of the Christians 
were Hie functionaries, who, deriving their authority limnedlately from the Porto, 
art- more Likely,, if duly invested with power and respn liability, to be inspired hy 
the liberal sentiments which the Portc professes towards the Christians under 
her rule. The Pasha might seek for information and advice from his Mcdjlis, 
Imt should not be coni rolled bCii- 

In referring to the general subject of Ottoman ndministration, fiscal, 
military, and judicial, 1 kepi carefully within the bounds of friendly counsel ami 
criticism, which have been repeatedly enjoined by youi' Excellency, unrl his 
Highness on 1 hat acM.miil pei-ha p-i spoke with less reserve, ' L’ltough duiming 
credit for v.Imt had been done by tlie Sultan's Government, he acknowledged 
that he had found much to grieve and disappoint him, and among other things 
he thought that suHieieui vigour had nol been exerted in the repression of 
brigandage. In the Severity hr had himself displayed in the pumsluneui of 
ollbndecsa he had admitted no distinction between Christhms and Mussulmans:; 
examples hail also been made wldch lie trusted would not he without their 
effect ou Mnothei 1 sort ot‘brigsituhige-—tliootmH.nl delinquency by which he allowed 
that the administration, hofh civil and military, wafc still by fur too much tainted; 
but where, iti the backward state ol murals and ol education, ft ml u Idler class 
of functionaries ? 

A series oi questions r- hilive to Turkish SMlmmistraliim has burn lately 
addressed by your Excellency to Her Majesty's Consular I Jody; the attention I 
have given to them will, t trust, he sufficiently apparent from the cemutr of lid* 
report, None of ihose has impressed me as being more significant an*] sugges¬ 
tive in their import than tluit Kecompanird by the caution not to adopt an 
impossible standard of rmiLparisun, Tlie least exceptionublo, perhaps, must be 
sought, certainly not iu the |>articulm constitutional form with which wo may be 
most enttvt isniil, but rather in Asiatic Governments, or in tlmt uf Russia, or in 
suCti ol’ the Euro]ican as are least mlv;i need or most retrograde. Comparison 
Liven with these might not ho altogether sutiafucfiiy, and, if 1 am not deceived, 
the utily true measure of the merits uf a Government is the social and moral 
development of the people ruled by it. No:administration, he it liberal or despotic, 
Mahometan or Clu'btiatij ought iu be fur behind or can he much in advance of 
this condition. This is u test, the application of which Lu herself the Porte 
might accept with confidence. And the other criterion of prjjjrcas proposed by 
your Excellency* that of tisiie, or the Turkey of to-day compared with the Turkey 
of a given t in tuber of years ago. is one which 1 doubt not would be still mure 
favourable to her. 

Thi* was a standard which in my conversation with the Grand \ izier 
uaitirully occurred to both of us, Almost a quarter of a century, including the 
mma eventful years ol Turkish history* had cliipScd since we had last seeder 
coo velvet I with each other. I had known him in curly life, at the comment: e- 
useut of his career, whim bis fortunes, like those ut most I Lirkish subaltern 
oltiecrs, cousisted uf litt le eEv lliun 3lopes and aspirations, which* il 1 deemed them 
cxtruvagiitiE were, tu do him just ice , honourable and pat riot its Uuv acquaint¬ 


ance was now renewed, when ho had outgrown even those ospirations, and in 
summing up tlie progress and till that had been accomplished during tSiat 
interval, end in wlph ho had, with no common zeal, energy, and sing leu css of 
purpose, borne his part, it was feelingly and with honest pride that he appealed 
to me, as to one resident in flic country and not ignorant uf its affaire, whether 
the result was not such ns they could fairly boast Lit'. 

" You are doubtless aware/' he said, “ that our revenue, which thirty years 
year* ago was not 4,000,OOftf* now amounts to 11,000,000b dei-lingt that mir 
commerce and agriculture have made conunciisurute strides; that the popula¬ 
tion of the Empire, and particularly the Christian part bf it, has been much and 
rapidly augmented, Is such n fact consistent with the oppression they are still 
sail! tu ha groaning under? 

In support of Ins assertions with respect to the me reuse of trade. his 
Highness entered into some interesting particulars connected with tlib;exporta¬ 
tion m hi Ik, as estimated by the Customs Returns ; and be finally adverted tn 
the progress made in their military organization, which, though still deficient in 
many inspects, yet, if compared with what il was twenty years ago, must be by 
any competent judge iidiuittcd to be extraordinary. The Porte, he said, was 
mqst deeply interested in keeping up the numerical strength and efficiency of 
her army f nut only a* a security against foreign agression, but as u preservative 
against anarchy in the provinces. To put down this, and assist in tap great and 
necessary work of centra!!Litton, a powerful army was more than ever indis¬ 
pensable, 

“ In respect, however, to the extent to which anarchy still prevail, you 
must confess, M he said, if that we have , again, reason to congratulate ourselves. 
Volt can remember the time when we were emerging from a far more chaotic; 
state of things; when, to instance only gut European provinces, they were, with 
some solitary exceptions, all of them in arms against each other, or ugainst the 
authority of the Sovereign, whom the l^hns of Epirus* Widcliu, and Itustelmk, 
anti flic Servians, Bosnians* mid AHianians, held equally af defiance. But ureter 
is now the rule, mid ansi relay the exception. Give us but fair [day, and 
doubt not we can defend our rights anti regenerate our Empire," 

J have, &c. 

(Signed) J, A* i.ONGWORTH. 


No. 4. 

Cotmd-General Grem to Lord J, RuaselL—ffivcoived Awjtuvl 4.) 

(No, 37,) 

My Lord* Bucharest* July 23, 1300, 

I HAVE the honour tu transmit a copy of a ilespateh 1 have received Irmn 
Vice-Consul Mayera. lYom Ituafchuk, forwarding to use a copy of n despatch 
addre^seil to the Ambassador, and a translation of the Grand Vizier's memo-, 
rundum as to the reforms to be introdueei] intu Bulgaria. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) J, GREEN, 


Indosurc 1 in No. 4. 

Thcf-Canswi Mayers to Consul-General Green. 

Sir, July 18, 3800. 

ON the 7 th instant 3 transmitted to hta Excellency Tier Majesty's AtnbjL>- 
eador at ConatantkuoplK u copy of the originnl Memtu-undum of this various 
raffias to-to introduced into this Province, which the Grand Vizier loft here 
with the Pasha for immediate execution. 

As l had not the men ns of getting the document in question translated 
into any language likely to he uiulcratood by liis Excellency, i had no other 
alternative but tu send H in the original Turkish, and requested his Excelleticy 
to lei me have a translated copy of it. 


L 
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I have, however! since succeeded ici obtaining, li'om a distant part ot the 
country, a ti*tuj|lated summary of the said Metiiornilduin, a copy ot winch 1 have 

the honour to forward lo you herewith. ,, . 

[ also inclose a copy of toy despatch which I addressed to he Lxeci- 
ieticy on the 15th nietaht, about tin? proceedings ol the Grand vixter nt 
Widdin. 


! have, &c. 

{Signed) B. MAYERS. 


In closure 2 in No. 4, 

TVffiwtaffd Swbwtrtri/ of the Vi sirinl Instruct hits to the Governors of the Provinces 

of BUislria and of nWfh’pt. 

h \fenures contre la Brigandage. — LkS ofikiers at solckts de police; 
(Zubtyehs) Beraut reeruids pannis dts ho routes rauiss&wt purmi lcs populu- 
tiSs'd’unc bonne reputation sous k& rapports dc ituftahtc, dc capacity e 

Lw Zabtyelis qui Semite en mission dans leS villages tomtit munis dc billets 
ftesskdreh). Umlaut dcs mitorit& t|ul lee aurant empbyds; lout. mrlivuUi sc 
dismit Zabtyeh qui iVcn sera pas muni sem arrOtt* par las populations ct conduit 

devimt les autorites, .., ... .. 

Dana dmque village left indlvidus soront bees par une solidarity nuLtimlk 

uni ks encuicm ft dtkoncer colui dkutre cun qm ficrviru de rqrira au* bnisntids 
im qui stem do connivance avoe eux ; tiiosi tons les habitants fie constitneron 
mnfo les tins pemr let; aptrea tant eons cts rappori. quo eons colui ties vioJm et 
Autres crimes; los iudividus do.it In mornlitd nu ^ pa& pr.mtm par ces 

condtovnss soront trnitdri ccnnnui ils lo moritcnl.. 

Us crimes dknlfmment dc jemurs Stilus sera \mm avec toute la sevente ile 

blm Los flutoritds veillerontuoo qrni ks homines de reerue quifO mident h 
|emi coi'ps nu ue lEvrassont a aucun note dksete, envi-rs les populations; lMt.mn- 
nmndants de* oojivotes de oes reentra rlerrunl reeuvoirdc hi _partdes mi ton tvs toils 
les avertuisoments qui peuvent Iciir Cairo reduubler d attention. 

% Metres centre kv Vexations —Los entrepreneurs dos dimes cl nut cos 
impdis ni pvrecvmnt quo dans les limil.es prfcicnfes par le$ mitres Viamels doiit 
tla scrollf munis; Us no sc pern|ttiemt aueun contramtu clivers Led populations ; 
its tfestigefont dVlles lo transport des denrces wcvenmitdes dunes quo jusqu a 
rddielle k plus pruche, ckst-ft-dire. jusqu'u une cchollc dmu hi distance 
uWtW inis line totirnce do marclm (alkc ct rctour); ils puyeront pour ectro 
distance irois pams imrkileUdc Stamboul dc dnnrfe; pour lea donees phis 
dtenducsil sera proedde sous leu yeus desCorosuils locaiix entre ks eiiiiypiyiiciii^ 
et |es cultivutcuTO 1 lu conclusion d un marche do tin^port dans lontes ks 
regies ct mw In condition espmssg dc la bonne volontc dcs ciduvatcnra ilc sen 

1 ’ J, '" I U4 Caiinacains «t Ira Mdlvrs fcront <kn toumdei pSriudiqujs iIms lours 
ilislriots, si.il 1 lYiiuque lies repartitions ■ Ll-s dimes, suit i il mart's . | i ; >it«es, |ioisi 
s'tSMIl'-r ilo I’cxitMlion <le i'i'S jiicsCLiptions (Ians tonic I m' intcuriti', [mui < n 
Hwniro lis imputations ellcs-mOmos, ot pour pwitsuivre tas couimMks <|>ii »y 

t.rouvuraient ®u contraventjou. . . 

,\ uco „ catreinweur d’impW m son odlmmnt. uucuu roiiclionilaire lie 
autloae amtyi* suit. n*k lo droit d>«t%ar do« village™ ..m.mt.iro ou Murray 
E ii aukn untie obiot, ni mtcom e«rv&. s»"s <|U il soil du.orm «Mgc d «u payor lu 
mnntmil ou lo stiluiro; los Zubtyolis payoront M iliroctoimiut mi pnr <k» 
muiiim™ oui. onvov&s mix chofc-lieux. sei r.ixmi a k fm dootai.jUo mois .tas 
pittfS pum los lotenuoa i falresuf lea Sollies dis /aUtyolw mi prubi dts hal.ilmils 
nui leur miroilt fourni tits objets. 

Les i inuTumafe tmUMont dims hi plus bwf dflm tmitos ocs BMOIW qui 
,mt nonr Imt JVourtor U-s vcxntbns: ecu publiciitums sorout laitos dans oliaqua 
l illuLdiinsle* taimuca Turtiuc, llulgnro, ot Ohsotuo, ahn qw Its popabitnns 
Mil suitbammu.il hWttn de lours droits ft m. olios pmssoin fomulcr I.W- 
muni lours ptaiiitos mis autoritvs ttans Ins cos <1 infraction i m K ■ loulitars ut Its 


Kbodja-Bticliis scrom prevenus atissi quo tontc iiu^lijicnM dc leur pail duns 
I'exdctuion dc ecs prescriptions Kura rigoureosenient puuiu. 

Lc$ voitui'c&i les i'iievaux el lc-s uutcea inoyens <lo transport devvont ^tre 
■soiitniis h dcs priK riSgieiuentaires qui scrant a tent par heurc; aucun ]ia5i=-n."C.'! 1 nc 
pourra sc perniettre de vouloir payer au-dcssou^ de C'es laux, ^tnmc aussi aucun 
fbiirnisBeiir dc ccs itioyens dc tninaporr no pourra se peraieUir tic deipandcr Line 
by^e au-dessus du mAiH'e taux. 

Aucun nas»eg% fmictLonninre, ou autre, aria Ic droit d'efsdgcr im logenpnt 
chez les vilfageois 51 tnoius qu h il ti y ait absence d'anberge on dkutrus licux 
^pikiatemcnt atfcctcs aux passogers; dans ec cas, c'esl au Mouhtur qoc les 
pass agers; an rout a skfiressci 1 [tour obtentr lc logetncnt at a litres ohjets a loti vs 
usages moycnnnnt lo prix.. 

1 3. Mtsiirctf pour rKqinte de Repartition dt'r Imp6ix t —Us&- impute seroni 
repartis sur un pietl d’dgaiite parfaile suiVcint la iortutie des iudividus el la 
population dqs villages. 

Ijc d^nombrement lies bestiaux pour I’iniposition dc cet article sc Jcvn druis 
chaquc village on prdseneo du Mouhtai'. de lltnam, du Movihbiv cl dcs Kliodja- 
Bushis i ebaque propridtaire racevpft une hstc indiqiknt lo nositbre dcs beslinux 
qirion lui aura uoiiiptc; les hnpdte uynnh ctd per^iis d J npr^s ecs listed et aprt:^ lc 
pavement Entdgral par Ids entrepreneurs du lo^ncnt tri dc* ubjets ijii'ils tuironl 
consnimnt's ilaus le village^ ccs entLXprenem-s delivrcTOnt dcs quiUiuicea qui 
ficrviront plus turd ct dans dcs cos dc reclamation h v^vilier ks diiflfes tics 
imp6l$ quHls atirout perdue, 

■1. Justice et Administration. —JvCs ConscUs dc Muilirlihft (Communes) tie 
difftirrant sous aucun pvdtexic Ik xpdditibn des aifthircs on matifcre eriniinelks ou 
dc delil plus d l utio seumine; ils adresicrout dims cc MM au plus tatjrf ie< 
dossiers dc Ictus enqu^tes an sifege du Vali (Gmivciaieur-Udiknil) ; k$ Vulisne 
mettront aucun retard dans k jugemeut des ulmires ct !cs ex^ctitionjs qui gout de 
leurressort; Ek no mettront aucun retard dans Lexpedition dea n1hure$ de 1 ’ordre 
a renvoyer il Coiiatiftinopic. Lcs Gouvcrocute miront ?l vcillcr mm qua \w 
Cadiii ne pei'^oivent [?as dee fraie au-dcssue de la l^galiti5; ils veilleront it Co quo 
los cinprisonneinents pour des mati&reft civiks aoient prononcefi cxeluaivcinciiE -.ur 
i^seritcnees dcs Mclikdinchs, ct non pus sui 1 do simples avis dcs Secr&niiTs ties 
Mehlcemchs ; lea indmdus clout I’insolvabilite pour unc dette sera roooniiue 
au rout it foumir des gamuts eolveblea qui rejiomlrani de hairs payemt^te (inns 
dcs ddlais assign^s; cettc rncsui'e nu doit jamais f'tre- rouipjaece pnr un 
cm prison mjmeiit, qui du gnmn limit aucun avantage pour leg cr&uldm. 

Pmir niettvc IcS viHugos i convert dew vexations de luuw propres autoritt 1 ^, 
Mouhtatq Mouhliir, &c,, qui peuvccit iniinoler h Icurs inlercte partitulicrB ccux do 
lout's concitovons, Eu nomination dc ccs autortlds, tout cu demeurant a l'dlcclion, 
aura entourde poLir rttvunir d'une gamutk ]dus v thence: ft cut etFel il inirti im 
eeiil Mouhtar pour un petit village at deux pour tm viliagu d'un pluu gvaiul 
developpcnti-nt sous lee noms de premier el dciixkunc Moulitam; Tun dui ees 
deiukrs sera pris paimi la population Chretkaine pour les villages de tompi ■ 
sition mixtu. Ges initorik's, ehu'-s aux choix de la population! yermu gurmitia 
par dix. ft quinzs personnel dcs notability ct des vieillfirds. clu village, lesqncla 
sk'iigitgeront par mi Lietu sign6 de leurs mains ;k repondre do la mOYahtd des 
Moulitais; eeux-d vuqueront mix affaires (Iub conimuncs en eonseil avee loft 
vkilim'ck, Ct. les Hodjas tics loaditis; ecs deniiors. ainsi quo lea pretres des 
villages Chretiens ou mlxtcs, tiendront journal rks faite qui convenient lordro 
ut la B^nirit^ tel que les brigandages, vola* &0- Lcs Monhtnrs prcBenterout 
chaquc mois ccs jonrnatix nux chcklioux du lours districts [ «es visitra uienmids 
rluti Mnobtain aux cliefriicax serviront d'occasion mix Moulhm's pour lour 
doltnof touted les instructions verbales on fcritca dulia un sens tjui les loci. Ira de 
plus cu plus au eour.mt de leurs hmetious ct qui sarvini ft 1 instruction de* 
populations sur Icui-s [lropres droits Eiinsi que sur kurs devoirs, 

Dcs individiis adciin^ft ft dcs nnuiceuvics cmipublcs (but k tour tks vUlagcs 
pimr rmicHlir des signatures sur une fvnillc blanche ct pour on Imre unsuite des 
petitions collective;! rtfdigdea dans un sens votilu : kb iiutoritik vcillurntU ft cc 
que ecs mitiucuvrcs nkient pas Lieu ct reilmibkmLil d'attcniiou pour Icb petitions 
collectives qui leur psirviemlrmil ufiii de distinguei' cdloft qui sc rappurtenl ft tics 
vmitu expr^siouB tics voenx dus populatinu.s tic eel les qui no sunt rddigeiy quo 
ilans ties vlhs exclusives et pjy des pmcedes cotipubks. 

Jl est dc EiotorietL: que tics sujets do 111 Sublime Lorlc se font admeUic sons 
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la : mlecrion ties Agents ties Puissancei* Strange res, qui lent ddlivront tips passc- 
poi'te; f\\ e&t viEii quo Ees ]t>i^ do noire pays rcfuscnt cette facultd mix nationaiix 
'Wives smtiLibi. t:|ue les Tralles qui riSgkmt lets rapports du Gouvernement avec les 
auires Puissances reiWnt uux Agents dt cos dcrni^r^a mie parcdle latitude il 
ti.sE. vj-iiL dW autre o6U‘ qu'uiie mauvaise administration qui laisee on soli (Trance 
It? intents des sujets e.st une tics premieres causes qui produisent ect eflcl* 
Aiitbii Ich Clouverneill's, tout cn so rctifcnniuit dans Its tenues do la lui ct 
ties Traites qui leur pre&ctiveut tie ue pas prendre cn consideration anomie 
qualitc tie proteg# ijjjtns les npiuiiaux Tmes, ci tout en agissant envoi's ces 
protege* con lulu eaver.s des sujets tic )a Sublime Pqrte, snuf a proven ir eeux 
d’untie mix qui pevsisleniient. ft (birr vajoir k-ur quality do protegd qu'ils risquc-itt 
d’eiiemirir 1 'obligation tl'ubnndotmcr les tflrrcs dtlcs do ff miri ’ - qii'ils out dmis lour 
I ms-i shi on ef de vend re lours an t res possessions ini mobt Hires dans un ddlai deter¬ 
mine pour s dioipejr du la Turqufc, saufsi reutlre compte a la Sublime Porte ties 
Cii' pout lesqucls ce premier nvertifisement ifnimi pus produit I’oftbt th les ramoner 
fk !u | irtilLmiion Itraugfcrtq Its Gouvcmeui's, diaons*uou.s J cherdicront le remede 
do evt ubfte dans L'cxcrcit u (Tunis administration pleine tTtfquitd et dc soil icit tide 
clivers tons Its etraiignra qui rdsigent on qui voyagent dans le pays, et qui, places 
par leur qualitc sous Fegidc hospital ierc dcs Traftes cn vigutur, tbiveiu joule 
ecunLuc [>3ir le passu dc tontc la protection spticiale dea Gouvemements Lucuiix 
ct did burs %ar[lsj sans toutcfoEs qui I lour scat fait anemic favour qui scrait en 
cuntainlic-iitjii avec h Ini dans Its affaire* qu’ils peuvent avoir ayec led sujets dc 
la Sublime Porte; eaitm, les Gouvorneurs vcillmint de tons lours pouvoim l ce 
epic hi justice soil #nlo pour touted les difiercnlea classes dea populations tic 
quel quo condition at dc qiidque nationality qu'ellcs soient. 

3jVS conversions d'untr religion dims une nutre no doivent tore confirmees 
qu’vii lu'tVnee des p&rcs, tm v rcs, on takenrs, ct de& Minkircs du Culte auquel 
a p] in it ieutlra le rdnegut; It; iirindpe dc la liberiv dc cuusdence exige qu'avimt la 
tioiiflrnmtion tVuue eon version les an tor it es s’assumit, par les movent; led plus 
complete ct les plus coneJmmte, tpic le rcutfgnL ngit tPUprid son libre nrbitre ct en 
tlehuL’s do toule comrninto i led eiitevcnieiits tie jcunea tides ct leur conversion 
par etui! Luintu k I 1 Islam ismc dans Lb but do les tipouaei- conetituent un tjrinic 
contra Icquel les nutovites sdviront avec tontes les rlgucurs de 111 Sob 


Iuolnsare 3 in No, 4, 

I' icc-ConStd Mayors to &ir II. Bulwer. 

'^iiV Hy^eAu^ Jvlji 15, tR(iO, 

KJPR 1 SLI MEHEJIED PASHA left Widdiu on the 5 tli iufitam, lor Lotu, 
Nm!u\ Semjevci, and Moslar^ 

IVom ibe lust place lie intended to proceed to Cattaro, and embark them 
for Scutari, Vanina, Muuastir, Siibnba, and Adrlnuopl^ and llienco return to 
l lie capituL 

Huch is the line of road hk Highness proposed to foliow> provided nothing 
happens !o make him alter it, 

The < Amid Vi^ei T stay m Widdiu ho| been marked by no Important event, 
The whole week be remained in the place had been tukeu up by attending to the 
immcnnis jpitiiions which he received from the population about- ordinary 
individiml ufkliirs. The mdv qneslbu benring n univer&al character which was 
bro light before the Grand Vteicr is (he consideration of compelling n I urge 
imrliou of (lie in habitants of Widdiu, consisting of y,G(JO families, who had 
been c^tubbshcfl for ninny years near the fortifications, to withdraw within i\ 
L'vrtnin distance which the military authorities point out to them. 

His lliglsncs-s iipji-obuid fl CAnmnissbu to emmine into this ([ucstion, and 
a* kniail Pasltn, Cmmiinndcr of the Division in Ihihqivua, is 1o presidts over the 
said Commission, there is every reason to hope (hut its report will he of a nature 
as to put a stop to (he iiurcnaounbk demands of the military util hem ties. 

The Israelites of Widdin havo also benefited by the Grand Vbier's visit, 
and obtained the permission of erecting u synagogue which the authorities 
delimit them up In ihis lIuv, 
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Ilis Highness in quilting Widdin left with Said Pasha the identical instruc¬ 
tions a copy of wjpjch 1 had the honour to transmit to your Hbt^TleDcy in my 
despatch of the 7th instant, anti 1 am sure your ExceHeeby will he pleased to 
hear'that his Highness, probably struck with the liberal ideas, great intelligence 
and indefatigable energy of Ismail Pasha, entrusted him with the control over 
the execution of these instructions, and furnished him, with aViiijrial letter which 
authorises him tu remonstrate whenever he may find these instructions not 
properly executed by the Civil authorities. 

Owens have already been sent by Ismail Pasha hi the various officers under 
his command and stationed in the principal towns of Bulgaria to proceed to the 
different districts to watch over the proceedings of the Civil authorities, mid 
report to him regularly* 

These officers will sdso ai the same time eudeiivnur to apprehend the 
brigands who at this moment disturb the province. 

I IlLLVe, &c. 

(Signed) 8* MAYBES, 


No. 5. 

Consul Finn to Lord J. Russell —(ifaemed Junu#f 5*) 

(No. 2L) 

My Lord, Jerusalem) July 19, I8b0- 

I HAVE the honour Lo inclose, us directed by his Excellency Sir Henry 
RuhveTj a copy ol my replies to the questions fliddrased me in a circular 
despatch dated Canstnntinople, June 11, IStiO. 

* \ have, &d* 

(Signed) JAMES FINN. 


Incldfurc in No. 5. 

Ansm'rs to Queries. 

], 3N point of regular orderly government, and of development of resources 
and of internal rommunication, (his Province is far behind most, if nut all, 
European countries, and, aa far fis ! can 1 earn, behind Egypt, though the rural 
population is more powerful and richer than that of Egypt. The east mid south 
borders are infected by Bedouins. These (awlees people are encroaching more 
of lute, but are great cowards, ;uld could he easily repressed, Palestine is 
seriously underpopulated, and consequently large tracts lie waste. 

y. Over the whole Province Ihe Mus$uhmms arc in great majority> and in 
the important towns. Nab too % Safed, Hebron, and Gaza, they arc dahnuant, and 
have everything in their own hands ; white in Jerusalem the Mussulman 
members do not very largely exceed that of the Christiana, while Ihe Jews almost 
equal them both together. In the important villages of Nazareth, Bethlehem, 
and Bait Jala, the Christians arc by far in majority, hi the sen-ports of Criifffi 
i he Europeans, and the native Christians together, are considerable in number. 
In Tiber ](ls nearly all are Jews ; hut in Acre and Sabin Mussulmans predominate. 
Thus the nnmeicial and even the moral weight is decidedly iti lavnijv of the 
Mussulmans, who bold the strong pexsts of Jeruefilcm, Acre. Nablous, Hebron, 
and Gaaaj while in places of religious interest, as Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and 
Nazareth, ihe ('lirktiane have a strong footing and influence by menus of their 
higli ecdosiastica and the large fluctuating population of European pilgrims, also 
til# feeling of influence of European nations. 

3. The Christiana ore generally dealers in ntcrchardizc of both local and 
foreign goods, but the principal native exporters and merchants urt. 1 Moslems, 
Tbe supply of lhe absolute necessaries of life, such as corn, meat, charcoal, is 
chiefly in the haiuta of Mussulmans, oceupmn^ m'towns, on account of their 
connection with ihe agricullural po|uk(k>n, which is chiefly Mussulman. 

Artisans of Ihe better kind are nil Jews or Christians. 

The bulk of liimled and house property is hi the hands of Mussulmans 
throughout the Province; although hi the city of Jerusalem, the Greek Convent, 

K 
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ecclesiastics, dispensers of their treasury, arc proprietors to a krg| extent, 
also, of cultivable land around the city. Their acquisitions are being actively 
increased. 

In Bethlehem and Bait Jala most [if the houses and cultivable land arc 
ici the hands* of Christians. 

4. Native Christians are precisely on equal terms with Mussulmans in 
regard to the tenure of honied property, though in acquiring it they arc exposed 
to pecuniary mid other annoyances to which a Moslem would not be exposed. 

5. Dill lenities are put in the way of Christians exercising some trades which 
have been of old time in the hands of the Moslems. 

6. There is fur more activity ontl enterprise among Christian than among 
Mussulman peasants, and the fruit is seen hi their ini proved houses* dresses, and 
food. 

7. In the Mcblremeb or Cadi’s Court, non-Mussulman evidence is- always 
refused. In the various Mcdjtises some subterfuge is jjfway* sought for declining 
to receive ifeti-Mussulmau evidence against n Mussulman, or recording it under 
the technical ramie of witness. These Courts and the Pasha will rather condemn 
at once a Mussulman in favour of a Christian, without recording testimony, 
than accept non- Moslem evidence. Evidence of Christian against Christian or 
Jew, or vice rensti, i>., non- Moslem against non-Moslem, is always received. 

8 . In tins Province the Mutkcd periods are:— 

(I,) Before the Egyptian occupation, 

(2*} During the Egyptian occupation. 

(3.) After the Egyptian occupation, beginning in 1941, to the war with 
Russia, 1853. 

C f l.) During that war, 

(5.) Since the peace. 

The condition of Eho ChristianE was lowest and inconceivably degraded 
previous to the Egyptian occupation. 

The condition of the Christians during lhe Egyptian period was one of 
greater liberty and condort than at present, 

Then.' wns a reaction in favour of the Mussulmans after the expulsion of 
the Egyptian, though until 1953 this was much modified by the advancing 
influence of Consulates, anti of Europeans generally. 

During the Russian war thti condition of Christians was improved, mid 
many instances have been brought to my notice of insolent Christian behaviour 
towards Mussulmans, the former having Consulates to loan upon. 

Wince the war, another reaction lias taken place which is, in most respects 
anti-Christian, and, on the part of the Governors, anti-European. 

9. No offices of trust arc confided in Christians, cither in local govern¬ 
ment or in military service, or even in police* They are essefltittlly the governed 
elites, and the Mussulmans the governors. 

10 * Excepting in Jerusalem, where they mv too much priest-ridden, the 
Christiana do wish to serve personally in Lbc imviy instead of paying tho aubetl- 
tutioii-lnx, and coinsider that they and their pdjSpte would gain by it in consido- 
ration, I am lol<l that, in severel pdrts of Syria, the youthful Christian popu- 
httjno havo [jvtitioned for the privilege of serving personally ill I he army* even 
without reipiiring to lie placed in separate ranipniiies or regiments. 

11 . Difficulty is always made till an order is obtained from Constantinople 
for hmilling mv ehurttfcg; anti such orders* when obtained, have bee n hitherto 
couched in such vague U-rms ns to give rise to needless vex at iuna and long delays, 
The disposition Is bare nttbiT towards hindrance Ilian otherwise* 

1 have not hcaril ul* Christians asking for steeples. Balls* nre in common 
use In towns where Christians are numerous; in others they are not permitted* 
on account of the fanatical iloling in the majority of inhabitants, TTiqir use + 
however, only dates from the last few years, except in the Lebanon, where they 
have been lung in use. 

12, l)]ipioHion against Christians usually begins with the fanatic populace, 
hut it is neither repressed nor punished by the Government; a remarkable 
instance ut which ig presented in our Nab Ion a case of April 185(5. There wa# 
mother cu*c in Gu/.a in 1855. But Sureyn Pasha showed a disposition to 
depress Christians on hri lirst arrival ; lor instance, in imprisonment ot the 
Coptic priest mid deacon in the eonimon prison. The popular funutiorim never 
breaks out until the fanatical tendency of the Governor I? visible. 
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13. Mussulmans have no more dislike to Protestants than to other Chris¬ 
tians,—indeed, I have always found it to be less. When persecution has been 
suffered by Protestant?, it always arose from, and was conducted by, ecclesiastics 
of other Christian sects, who generally employ the Moslem? to carry out their 
IllCEtSUrCE. 

Id, \ believe not; though, io the two leading sods, Latin and Greek, 
whose ecclesiastics are dually foreigners, there is a decided tendency to prevent 
the worldly advancement of their native congregations. 

In, Christians arc admitted a? members of the Medjh&cs by virtue of laws o! 
the Central Government, but the number of the members proportioned to the 
number of the sect is not equal to the proportion ot the Mussulman members to 
the number of their sect. For instance, the Jews, who nearly equal the Christians 
and Mussulmans together, have hut one member in each Medjlis; the Christians, 
who uni nearly equal to the Mussulmans, have but one member ot each bccL in 
each Medjlis; while the Mussulman members are as numerous as the Pasha 
pleases to make them,—generally hix or seven. 

They are barely tolerated by the Mussulman members* and are always 
placed in lower seats"; they have not the courage to make use of the privileges 
as intended. I sometime? hear of their placing their seals falsely to nijftebattag, 
merely from fear of displeasing the Mussulman, members. 

The tone of proceedings in the Mcdjlis is always more unfavourable to 
progress than that of the Turkish officials- 

Id. If, in the original constitution of a judicial Medjlis, it was intended us 
approximate to the nature of trial byjury, which it does in semeof its supermini 
features, it fails In the essential qualify of being a reference to the deicuthnta 
equals; rn the MedjlN is composed of the aristocracy of a ruling Haas, urn! the 
admission of a few tipid representatives from other classes dugs not, in practice, 
effix;t the leastdifference in the domineering tone and the family combinations »f 

the rest. , 

And, as in any other country, it is here also necessary that before consti¬ 
tuting any body into it jury, there must he a sufficient degree of moral sense utnl 
public virtue among the members ot whom it is composed. Et in ul@o uccess-iiy 
ibv any institution intended to approach the character of n jury, that it should nol 
be n permanent board* The working of the system of the Civil Mudjlis in tins 
country does not rocomnirejid U to my npprebjitien; for, 

{].) It is com paged of an uligarmiiccil knot. of families wno have, iiom linu 1 
immemorial' had the whole agricultural population in rim same relation to them 
us ilit clients of the ancient Romans to the Patrons] Lath village has one m 
other of ttiese Effendis for its Patron with the Government* ami, in return, 
makes him pi-ctmiary presents, and supplies 111? household with grain, oil, &e. 

Within the eitv, also, each convent has its Patron in the Medjhs, thus 
the Bush Katib takes a pleasure in proclaiming, “ My flesh, and bone?, and blood, 
and skin, are all belonging to the Greek Convent. And be is enottnouriv in o 
bis sons and nephews mu Patrons of other institutions. Another Etlboffi has the 
Armenian Convent for his permanent client, and unofber the Latin. Abdul hit 
Eftbndi Wafa is a servant of the French Consulate; and so forth* 

(2 ) The Medjlis is permanent, with a rare instance of dismissal of a meinhei 
and substitution of another by the Pasha. The present Pasha has done more 
than any of his predecessors hi this way ; lie has even dismissed representatives 
of anc[eat families, and put in their places shopk$)pcrd from the Iwgiiars, This, 
although slowly done, is still objectionable ; ii curried out in lull, ii converts I lie 
Mudjlis from being an oligarchy in to being an instnin^nt of l he Pasha personally 
-—the iu. r w r tnenffiers being entirely subservient to him; mill ibi? is not a dt'^ir- 
ubb institution for the admimsjtrutibn of public justice. iMeasmrcs which I 
wrntld suggest a s most calculated to ftttaid the end of equal and proinpi juMic-.a 
wirii the most simple and least expensive fun ns, us suited to the habits and 
feelings prevailing here, are us follows :— 

(L.) The abolition of Civic .VkdjliBes- ^ 

(2.) Tlic aiiBbiutiiient of one Judge for rbe Crown from eneb Fashuhc, wuli 
Secretaries and u minor Judge in two or three other towns (not more) of the sume 

Pasbalte, a h , . - ,. * , , t 

(3,) ThU principal Judge to be highly paid and ot high rank, *o as to have 

much to lose in ease of failing in duty, mid so ns to be less exposed Ui teiuptalion 

of bribery . 
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(4.) The Judge ibe chosen from mo of the principal Moslem families 
of Jerusalem. 

(TO He should be removable every two years, but removable in extremely 
good Crises. 

iff) The law to lie ndmhfjfatcrcd should be that of the Turkish Canons, 
not that of the Cadi in the Mehkemeh, 

(7.) The Courts to he perfectly open to the public! and public reporters not 
to tie disallowed, 

( 8 .) Alt evidence equal. 

(9.) Full minutes kept on record. 

(tO.) Appeal to the Pasha, as at present, should be permitted until the 
working of the now system. 

In making the above propositions 1 do not desire to throw any reproach tm 
the primitive Mahometan law, for a country in which all or nearly alt the 
population is Mahometan ; but it has the two limits—of partiality to one race or 
creed! and being corrupted to its core by traditions, out of which any opinion 
desired by a corrupt Judge can he obtained. 

rim system of daily find prompt justice is that which commends itself to 
the disposition of Oriental people. 

The working details respecting the connection between the inferior Judge 
with the principal Judge, and the connection of the latter with the Fusing can 
be left, for consideration. 

There remain* yet one point, namely, what lo du with the present oligarchy 
o! ftfibudis. It is nut desirable lo cause or allow them to combine in contraven¬ 
tion of the central measures of Government, so as to thwart any object hut the 
interest of then- old Committee Boards! There will always he offices of 
Government for them to hold, such us that of the Nukccb, the Basin Kijjtib, the 
Cadi, the Mufti, and various Special Commissions, Should the principal Judge 
I’e up|minted from among their number, the competition for that tumour wilt 
have a sain I ary effect ; and when excluded from their present idle mode of letting 
offices fall into their hands, their sons may find it. desirable to serve in the army, 
and thus raise the character of 13tat service. 

I H r 1 have heard of no case of conversion to Mahometanism, except of two 
fcimtk-s iimrrvijig. On (lie contrary, l have known eases of Mussulmans 
embracing n’lri-slrntiiry when they nr their parents have been Christians 
previously, and one remarkable case exists at this time of a Moslem of uninter¬ 
rupted origin becoming a Christ inn, and remaining unmolested hi Jerusalem. 

I []- 1 hero eH'O but very few eases of females unibracing the Moslem religion ; 
when they do, it is invariably from worldly motives, hi the two cases 1 have 
known they were both Jewesses, and one returned to her friends in a few days, 
20. My answer to this is contained in Elml. to No. 17, 

23. We want a Hunk, or brandies of a National Bank, to regulate the rates 
of exchange in equality with that of the capital, which ho power of tlit| pultun cun 
effect, amt Lo bring down the enormous rules of interest taken in this country. 
We want to have tildes levied by the Government itself, instead of by 
hu'uiers, who cheat both sides, and enrich only themselves, 

The system of upper Sheikhs or NnJtira should be abolished, and every 
village Sheikh should he brought into direct contact with the Government for 
payinent of taxes and lor everything else. Under the old [dun the system of 
responsible Nusfiirs was ihe easiest and most dleutuid for keeping remote districts 
in order; but it gives rise to a variety of abuses and oppression of the peasantry, 
til would not, however, be sate to abolish it without at the same time establishing 
a si rung iniliinry post in each district. The soldiery should he prevented IVom 
levying their provisions from the peasantry in the villages where they may be 
stationed. 

We want roads and hridgtM to facilitate trade, und abolish such anomalies 
as the prices nl grain being often double in the interior towns the prices at the 
sea-ports, 

I lie military mid Eidmiui strati vo measures of government would also be 
carried on with greater facility and at less cost, 

We wanl to have the unruly mid cowardly Bedouin regarded with less 
terror by Turkish officials, und for this purpose the use. of un oc 6 usi$ml 
shrapnel, so ilnp the peaceful agricultural population maybe allowed to increase* 
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Instead of the savages increasing to destroy their produce and lives. Neither 
trade nor agriculture will he developed as they should be until roads arc made, 
till Bedouin are kept back, till taxes are levied by the Government itself, und 
some order introduced into money affairs* 

On the subject of agricultural colonizatmn, 1 shall have the honour to 
propound my ideas in a separate despatch, 

In conclusion, l have to observe that the above are remarks in brief on 
subjects of the 1 ugh eat importance; and that especially the. suggestions for 
improvements desirable in this country might be much amplified if they had 
been made the subject of a separate despatch, 

22 . With respect to the possibility of establishing schools for all religions 
mid classes, 1 understand this to mean a uniform system of primary schools 
throughout the Ftnpirc. In tills country, ibe focus or original seat of cadi tjl 
the great religions, Mahometan, Jewish, and Christian, cadi sect is sharpened 
into hostility against its neighbours The Roman Catholics are willing to contri¬ 
bute liberally to education on their principles, The Jews educate themselves. 
The Greeks have a good college. Alt have day-schools (of late years), but all 
gjvc a large predominance to teaching of mere forms of religion according to 
their respective systems. 

A national svsttun of comprehensive iwjtcucttan in Kuropeau subjects, equal 
to die Limes we live b, would, I am sure, be refused by each of the sect* 
separately, for cadi would dislike it, and cadi would declare truly that it is 
already carrying on day-schools, But a national system, earned on in the name 
or the Government and by Government teachers, might find abundant pupils 
from all indiscriminately, wit!i or without the consent of ecdjaiftfittcal rulers; 
and in ease of refusal, the latter would not only fail in controlling their people, 
but would incur the reproach of opposing progress and the laws of their national 

Sovereign, , _ , 

Kd neat ion is, in itself, a thing ardently desired by nil dnsaes. As lor the 
effects to be produced by a system of national primary schools there would he, 
besides the diffusion of reading and writing, a good substitution of u|fiful worldly 
knowledge for forms of worship, and the promotion of friendly schoolboy 
friendships among all clauses to turn to account in after-life. 

In a religious sense, I should apprehend a general weakening »l religious 
distinctions, and a tendency to the belief that Christ and Mahomet were remark¬ 
able worthies, each yielding the pus to the either alternately, for compliment« 
auke; but it may be hoped that the religions teachers would redouble their 
efforts for the correction of this tendency out of school-hours. 

There is a deplorable state of ignorance prevailing among nil classes of the 
population, wen in common everyday subjects, which is tile more to be regretted 
when we remember the high standing which early Arabs aUnhaul ill Eiiatheimiticid, 
astronomy, medicine, attd the cultivation of their noble language, 

A first-rate Government College in Jerusalem, Beyrout, Damascus, and 
Aleppo, for instruction, even in the highest brandies of knowledge, und lor 
conferring degrees of honour for learning, would be of inestimable benefit. 3 
should expcll great results in ameliorating the social position of Chririiaiis, 
without exciting Moslem jealousy from- the bestowal of honours in reward for 
learning, 

23. I should strongly deprecate the idea of appointing a Christian Vice- 
Governor by the side of the Turkish Governor, even where a greet part oi the 
population is Christian. 

Such a measure would open endless means of intrigue from the high 
ecclesiastical authorities, these being also urged on, and all their measures 
dictated, bv foreign Bowers, 

24. We hear little in the South of P&leathm of foreign agency in producing 
division and discontent, yet l believe that we are infested by Russian spies of 
every t;lu>s hi society ; ami the Mussulmans arc universally of opinion that 
danger is to he apprehended from the French. Apparent instances arc nut, 
however, common. 

25. The matter of purports is generally well looked after in this Country, 
Tim Americans an? the most lax in affording protection here in JorgBUlcm ; but I 
have not heard of the Turkish authorities having cause to complain ot abuses in 
this matter, 

Jeriweliwi, Juty 17* 1800, ___ 
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No. G. 

Ctmttt/ a B7un( fo Lord J liTusisriL— {Received Aiuju$t A) 

(No. 51.) 

My Lord, &myr?m* JWy 28, 1860. 

I HAVE Hie honour to transmit to your Lordship inclosed the coigy of n 
despatch which l have this day addressed to his Excellency Sir Henry L. 
ijjtlwcr* G.C.B., containing replica to a strict of questions relating principally 
to the state of the Christians within the jurisdiction of this Consulate. 

I have, Ara 

(Signed) CHARLES BLUNT. 


In closure 1 in No. G. 

Const*/ C. Blunt to SR fL Bulmr. 

Sir, Smyrna, July 28, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency inclosed, my replies 
to the printed series of questions contained in your circular de&patch of the 11th 
of Juiip last, and have at the same time to beg ymr intiolgcjnt conaidcration 
of the delay in their traittmtoitin which has been occasioned by in disposition 
nnd tny having been confined to my room for the lust three weeks 

I have, 

(Signed) ' CHARLES BLUNT, 


In closure 2 in No. (A 
Anmtrs Ic Queries. 

L NOT WITH STAN DING the very imperfect and lanky system of admi¬ 
nistration, llic onerous abuses in the collection, by the farmers, of the tithes, 
the general condition of the province is daily improving; an improvement, 
however, which is more generally to the advantage of the Christ inn latit-s, wins 
are, if I may be excused the expression, buying up 'he Turks. _ 

The general improvement commenced with Lius reforms introduced by the 
Cull urn 6 Hatti-Shetif* previous to which the large Turkish propriety's in the 
interior lived hy a system of oppression and plunder, which was put u ■’.lop to 
by the Halt. The Christians then came forward as cultivators ; their lumibm- 
increased by new-eomors, for their live* were no longer at the mercy of every 
petty authority ; the Turkish proprietors begun to fall oil's population visibly 
decreased : their lands wore no longer profitable. All Turkish proprietors limre 
to furnish their quota lor the conscription, and many, very many, of (be 
descendants of Ihrmorly large landed proprietor*, after serving their lime with 
tin* ttnny, return home In find the whole Ibatnrc of l.licir native place changed : 
Ihe predominant Turkish population replaced by Uhristium;; their heritage 
uncultivated buds: and they themselves, without either the means or taste for 
the avocation* of their youth, rind to which they were accustomed previously to 
their entering the nrmy : and if, by rhnneO, any of 1 lium desire to resume their 
former agricultural pursuits, they usually tail into the medics of some Christian 
usurious bank lt, to whom the whole property oi 1 osUte is soon sacrificed, They 
who return without nny taste for their old pursuits, dispose of their property 
lor what they can get, and the purchasers nrc either Armenians or Creeks. 

vend estates, under these rimumlimccs, Have hem purchased hy Franks. 
Amonjist lliu latter there are seven British subjects, who have purchased large 
firms in the interior, and are cultivating them with surress. In the more 
immediate vicinity of Smyrna, very few Turkish lauded proprietors remain ; nud 
at the principal villages where the Flunk and Christian population resort during 
Hummer, nearly all the Turkish proprietors have disposed of I heir property. 

The result of this change is a very extensive incicose in the amount of (be 
product ions of the country. 

With respect to the moral state of the province, it may with safety he 
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asserted that there is less crime than is heard of in provinces or the same 
extension, in more civilized countries where an effective state of police is kept 
up, nnd this i* the more extraordinajry when the police system is so very 
defective, where there are so many religious sects* where fanaticism is so 
prevalent amongst nil classes, nnd the population generally armed, although they 
arc not allowed to wear them in the towns. 

2 . In 1830 thq Turkish population of Smyrna was 80,000 ; 

it is now estimated at ,. ,, .. „. 41*000 

In 1830 the Greek population in Smyrna was 20 , 000 ; it ia 

now .. .. .. .. .. 75*000 

Armenians *. .. .. ,, *. 6,000 

Jews .* 12,500 

Latin Rayahs .. „ .. ., 3,700 

Foreign subjects .. ., ., ., .. 10,000 

(The authorities assert that the population of Smyrna is 
onc'thi rd male and two-thirds female.) 

District* belonging more immediately to Smyrna *, 170,000 

(Said to be two-think Mussulman mid one-third Greeks.) 

Province of Aidin,. .. .. ,. ,. 280*000 

(Town dT Aldan 30,000 ) 

Denislic and dependencies ... „, ,, ,, 50,000 

ilcntashn and dependencies.. ., , . .. 75,000 

Magnesia and dependencies.. ., ,, .. 150,000 

Migratory population, Ymimuks, Gipseys* and Zdbecks , . 1 ) 0*000 

1 Vital , • .. .. 091*700 

It may be observed in reference to this question, that rapid a* the increase 
h of rite Christian population, the decrease of the Turkish is in a greater ratio. 
Visit any town or village whore there is a mixed Mussulman and Christian 
population r in the Turkish quarter no one is visible, no children in the streets ; 
whereas in the Christian the streets are full of children. The decrease in the 
Muj.su I num population is attributed to various causes, but it may be asserted 
rimt, after the continual drain upon the male population for troops* that which 
more sensibly checks the increase of population is the horrid system an gene¬ 
rally practised among the Mussulmans of causing abortion, which they do not 
consider as criminal; midvivvri—women of the country, frequently Jewesses— 
are specially employed for the purpose. The shocking prevalence of unnatural 
crime amongst the Mussulmans is another cause tor the decrease of population, 
which ha* a iwoTold pernicious effect, for the public baths sire too generally the 
resort fur these iniquities. 

3 . Although it is stated in Reply No. 1 , that tlic Turks are daily disposing 
of their jands to Christians in the interior, they still form the bulk of funded 
proprietor's, hut their Iambi are for the must, part cultivated by the Christ inns* 
The great majority of person* engaged In trade in the towns sire 
Christians, 

-!. There is no difference whatever. Both Turk and Christian are upon a 
tooting of perfect equality. 

5 . Tli ere b no dsHercnce whatever. Both Turk and Christian are upon it 
footing of perfect equality. 

( 3 . li may with safety be asserted that the Christians are much better off 
than th« Turks ; for there fa no drain upon (be Christian population for troops, 
and ih> Mussulman and Christian pay the same tuxes un their produce. 

rise Turkish villager is, without doubt* more frequently subject to oppression 
thun the Christian, 

!f a Chris!inn is oppressed by the minor Ottoman authorities in the interior,, 
and i he case is of a serious nature, he will always find the menus oi' bringing 
the mhe to tilts attention of some Consular authority (now more frequently to 
the Russian than formerly), through whost medium it would be represented to 
Hie Viziiir, or presiding I'aslin of thu district, which the minor Turkish official 
is fully aware of; anti it Es tUo lear of such interference which more or less 
protects the Cliristians, with the exception, however, «f instances which often 
occur, when the Turkish official is supported by the Christian primate*, for the 
















ImUn- are ever ready to avail themselfp of Ottoman mtci'forencGj however 

unjust h against their Christian brethren, when it euite their interests 

But the poor lurk, to whom can lie appeal ? Supposing be finds the 
means at obtaining Consular mterfereUCG the superintending Ottoman official 
although he will promise, he wilt ns certainly deny the the supplicant redress for 
having appealed to Christian interferenee in his behalf! 

A further preponderant influence in favour of llie Christian is that, if not 
all, the grenL majority, of the farmer? of the titles are CltristEsms who commit 
incredible abuses in lhcir mode of exacting the tithe on produce. It cannot no 
asserted that the collector is more mercifully disposed towards th$ Christian 
than the Mussulman, hut. he is less fearful of 1 exposure when Imposing on the 
Turkish proprietor : the I fitter, therefore, h the greater sufferer, 

7, Cenendly speaking, from all that i can learn, Christian e vide nee is not 
admitted against Mussujjpiaus in the interior, but only one instance has been 
brought before me, which was in 1857, when the authorities at Aidio would not 
admit Christian evidence in a suit in which a British subject was interested. 
On thiit occasion, in conjunct ion with the Pasha of Smyrna, filters were scut 
from the Governor and this Consnluib to Aidin, when upon their united inter¬ 
ference Christian evidence was, and has since been, admitted in the Courts of 
Aielici. Christian evidence is admitted in the Courts at Smyrna, hut in all suits 
relating to houses and landed property, foreign Christian evidence is nnt, admitted 
against 1 lie native Christian, 

#■ JI is a Well-known last., wldeh no person of experience in the country would 
or could venture to dispute, that since the destruction of the Janissaries in I82f>, 
from whk-b period may he dated the more rapid deck no of Turkish power, and the 
subsequent publication of the Gu'llnmg Elattkherif. there has been an evident 
daily improvement in the aUito of the Christians. 1 first came to Turkey in 
irao ; consequently an experience of forty years enables me to express opinions 
founded on constant personal observation!, anti therefore fearlessly s-E:iEe that the 
Um.iihm population, in this part of Turkey particularly, h not only better ofT, 
nod more considered, than they were five, ten, fifteen, (bid twenty years ago, hut 
rlint they feci mad know they arc so, and they also feel their increasing influence, 
wit hunt using 1 the word power,' 1 for the alarm evinced by the Turks makes 
them the more ennsciou* of it, and the lower orders never lose the opportunity 
of showing it. On two ■otettaious since my arrival hi 1857, the lower ordei^ of 
Christians of the Creek Church have disarmed soma of the military guard 
MmL to keep order during the perform a nee of their Easter ceremonies. 

1), 1 know of no inequalities dependent cm religion, it dues occasionally 
otcur that fitmiv uld fEii^ticnl Turk will call a Chjcfetittn a Giaour ; but gmcmllr 
speaking, in the towns the term is never tusrd, but in the villages it h still used, 
not only by the Turks, late by i lie Christ irma,, who from hahit will say, 1 ' Om 
Giaours/ 1 have beard Use same expression used by Greek priests when 
addressing a I'urk, 

In all documents written by the authorities, the term Christian is now used. 
Formerly, in official letters or papers the Turks, in reli-iiing to a Christian* 
either dead or murdered, they would use the term “ numti /meaning, lL died 
like ei degd’ But they now use the term uluimdi/ 1 "dic'd, or dead the same 
as they would when referring to a Mahomeluti, 

In the Councils the Christian members arc generally termed Aglm, and 
always, created with the same respect as the other members. If pipes and eoflee 
are int rod need* the Christians e ire served the same us Turks. 

M>, Most decidedly not, and it is more to their advantage to pay the 
exemption lax, 

1 L None whatever, as respects building tshurehes; and in (ho performance 
Ol their religious Eivvemonies the Turkish authorities are ever ready to lend their 
assist ante to keep on lev, and prevent any in decent interruption of the cere- 
monk's, 

L -■ As 1 interpret the bearing of (lie question, no case of oppression t qfany 
glaring nature, lies come to my knowledge since my arrival in Smyrna in IH57. 
h would, at the same time, be. advancing too much to msert that no cases have 
oeeuired in the interim', at places where' there are jsourly paid minor Turkish 
authorities, 

13. J Vo teat nnt Ottoman subjects are under the special protection of the 


Turkish authorities, which is exercised to protect then, ugoiost the fanatical 

omoltv of other Christian sects, and Jews. t .. ^ 

14. Generally speaking, the Christian population have tor more >,«.<■ -• 

complain of grtetmow emanating from their own. clergy and primates than 
from the Turk The Christians arc not so numerousm Asia Minor M ^ 
arc in Roumc’ia. where to evil is more general, and weigh, mote heavily on 

admitted into aU the local Councils; in fact, in M 
at places where there is a predominant Clmstian population, every t!n g 
their hands. The Mudir is the mere too! of the pinnules. wcU >’ 
he does not submit himself to their will, a united complaint to the pres-tlmg 

Governor will occasion his disnussFil. . 14> _ 

It often occurs that there is u disunion amongst the pinnate, ream- L '™S 
Mudir Dtitr party for, and the other against, bum Ihc C«sc is reUmul to t b 
presiding Governor, when the weight of mid derides the J^Wi^ 
aim]lint of Hie bribe is charged proportionally by the primates to their Ghnst.an 

bn ' h Uudcr aoeh a system, it may with safety be tot.=d t#t the 
tnembera of the load Councils are quite ns imposed to reform ^ Hie Imki-b 

n * U t The question is in some sense answered by the preceding reply. lint tt 
may he observed, in reference to the general heurmg of these 3““*#'' *£ 
nol'icv of the dav to mainSin, or rather strengthen, the ml uenoi o t 
Christians in tlm bouivtry, Hie present Should not be distntow1; alt tf m> M « 
Cntintila Miicli are the most corrupt tribunals in the comdi>) wio J 
Abolished, and nil suite and di0Wea which now come with.* it« *tnbotM x 
referred to the presiding Paalui* ot Governor ol the (Isstric . 

17, If cn.ll Turkish clement call he availed of, mV most tic™ 1 *'* Mf™ 1 ™ ui 
that no good would be derived by creating Separate tribunals , to, ““™™S f 
I he present state of things ill Turkey, whether 1m s re d 

intellectual or moral stale, by augnj^tvif the number « 
more widely the means of corrupt..,n-or, m otW words, yon « “• ’ >. 1 ’ 1 f 
increased number of Ottoman ofSinls, to the dctnigent ot the mtcie.t 

Most decidedly not—that is, generally ap raking. I here arc 

Turkish fanatics who consider i. a merit to procure a cornet fte the I .m n 
festivals, and they get a convert from a class ol mdmdub* ho . I ‘Ik 

ignomiliv of a ... conversion, either for money <« ‘ 1, ' 1 ' vor > L ^^'. 

] know of tin instance of conversion by compulsion since I hare bun m 
Smyrna, neither eon I learn of any having inhen plms, pp-touMu .^ntted- 
' it). Cases of female conversion are only among*' tho_lunei m « , «• 

t \, [ktiywn . v ,, r v rmres - but Uu? install (if fouitde cmivcrsion are iuOre iKqiiiut 
til Si hPlIm inierhm where, as in li.unndia.lmi 

to origin of cause may he traced to to n.discre am ot ' family' 

It very'often occurs that a young'I'urk becomes mtteteto with a Cl 1 * ,a 1 T. 
Which i Lie narents rather gulidvute than tejeftt, »potv the plea Ofideatofki etf 
intimacy with him will protect them against other i'" l ^ u ’ ”“ w ilh the 
nietansi the very nnturol reeult is, that the yrnms lurk lull* ™ lu •; " [ 
dnu-hter of to tmlisei vcl ifronte.his uddreasrs arc rafctged, a uecnrt «W»W“1J' 
»!ri„l oil, tiil the young Christian female, either to huh: her tome «> lor .lie. - 
linn, goes off with her lover and declares hcraelf u hlahometan. . 

It is an undeniable fact that such is the origin «l to moreb.sp^nt m tenet 
of female conversion in Bulgaria, and 1 am more than convinced that funah 

convention in Asia Minor arises Irani the same causes. ivln-ther Turk 

oo. In a country where enmiptiun is inherent to all eluwts, n H 

or Christian, It is rtiffic.lt how to suggest 

bvuritij! in uund how far tbe ramificat)pns extend, with nm I t t ■ 
cfintemcriug ™ pwslonmiBLit tux evil. , 4MW|1 : ll ||., s „ n t and 

U tnav be ijunuiaud that, by appointing oHicmm »■ t< . ■ 1 . 
salaried by to Porfey the evil might he (kecked; but taWPjfe, proviutis 
me that the Oltoimm olScinl, however apparently snicere Ins pro ' I . 

. . ... from the capital, is a very tliflerent person wl.cn mmted roll. 

Prev^yte suggesting any measures, it is most undoubtedly, under 
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existing circumstances* a question of very serioug import whether, by attempting 
;s TO-qtMm^ntienj and consequently disturbing the present state of thing- 1 ;, am 
beneficial remilta could be obtained. My foregoing replies have shown that 
w . " Uman pfe an( I property were secure, the state of the Christian races 1 Hunan 
Sj ],ri F° ve simultaaebiisly t it may be said, with agriculture and commerce. 
Hie more than richness of the soil, and i her well-known superior intelligence of 
the Christian over the Mahometan races, mainly contributed to tlmt improve- 
umrit: tin:refore i..he now' daily-increasing means of instruction, so hugely availed 
oHjy the Christians, butunheeded by the Turks; the facility of com mimical ion 
\uf.h more oivii^cd notion# by steam, and the introduction of raUwSvs, will 
)jj of]iioly do more for the general good of the country, even under the present 
iruitty yystem* than tEm introduction of new measures wliteh the Turks cannot 

1)1 w , Iaflt understand, and I may add, having neither the. desire nor capacity for 
carrying out 

In making the latter remarks, however strong they may appear* I shall 
venture to add, for my justification, that, with a people with whom the idea of 
patriotism is wanting; people in whose character apathy and procrastination arc 
predominant; people whose ideas arc, in the extreme sense of the words, selfish 
and 6 ep&um ; people whose existing social and moral evils add to the dally- 
increasing degradation ed ttic onuntiy : with sut-ti sorry Elements to work with, 
ltie introduction of new toea^tires might probably tend to disturb the present 
sti'iLrhlyqjmgressitig intelligence and prosperity of the country, 
i ?*' I ' 1 gny^-mid in all Lite principal towns and villages, there arc schools 
lot Is tor l tic J urks and Christians. In those for l!u- Turks. generally srjeakiiw 
instruction h confined entirely to the Korun. For the Christian instruction is 
genera l 

I la? establishment of schools for utl religious awl classes, if the project 
L'EHdtl he carried out, which J hold in ho doubtful* would always have a predo- 
ini'iiuit ttiHucncc in favour of the Christians, amongst whom, w ith both sexes, 
fiiyn; is an increasing desire for LusU'ucEmri, which does not, ireuerilly sneakiacr 
exist with the Turks. 1 

-Ml facilities of instruction w hich the Christians can avail themselves of will 
most (h'cidcniy, ippeasu the weight of their inthmuce in the: country. 

, ^ >ni^kt very jrrobibly bo u iuo«t dmigmws experiment; and* on the 
other hand, E do not see that any advantage would be derived from such an 
appom merit, i here would be a continual dash of led mg* and sentiments The 
ouc would hold to life Korun, and the other to bis fanaticism : and in every case 
ln) I'clftyhce to the Forty the deciding vole would be in favour of the Turk, 
e\i'c|it in some glaring instance, when such a decision might be taken uo hy 
some representative cil a Western Power. 

- 4 - The only instances that ] have heard of were in 1354, when an indivi¬ 
dual named Pittaco was eent to Smyrna, hoping In induce the Greeks to go and 
jom the Hellenic invasion of Thessaly; and in May or June m$ f when it was 
■’aid that a Greek Priest had come from Odessa to lead Ids co religirmisU to 
bdicve in the regeneration of the Grecian Empire under the Grand Duke 
J onstanlmc, an n^ertion which had some weight with the lower orders, till they 
learned that the Grand Duke hud bit Smyrna without bestowing anythin" m\ 
the poor. * n 

25. Most undoubtedly, the subject* of the Porte ..ill always obtain Rrfihm 
passports whonuver they cun, 

l here is n greater facility in obtaining Russian and Greek nnssnorliH ihan 
any other. * 1 

^ lmvi: TSuL beard of any mstaiiecs of Greek purports being exchanged for 

(Signed) CHARLES BLUNT, 
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No, 7. 

Sir If t Bultoi r to Lord J, Russell—(Received August \~,j 

-No. 470.) 

My Leif}, Tterapfa, July 31 , ISGtf, 

HAVE the bm|ur to forward herewith* a copy of the rciMi.es to the 

'7 r ***** cbo^Tfc ilt ,u«, 

olr, 1 1 uEit has requested me to forward to your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R L. BULWER, 


113closure in No, 7 . 

Answer* to Queries h,j Consul J, E. HI util. 

1. MORE than two-thirds of the population of Uscup arts engaged in 
agriculture. Improvement ia perecivtililu in this source of industry. ' 

u thei apace of ten years from 1850 to 1800 the value of the tithes has 

EniaTncreased'^ ^ ^ Ll ^ Sa * C fSlti(l tl,c l jrim of other commodity 

Ibis state ha* aIbo given an impetus to trade, and not withstand bin tlm 
ahseiice ol good roads, eoinnu.ciieiitim] between the districts and contilutius 
provinces lias been more regular and connected. 

For :i long time the province has been a prey to brigandage r this evil 
originating Emrn a mountain population unsubdued, end eminently warlike and 
mercenary, has more sway in the plains, lint it may he add that its develop- 
meal has been rather firrated than promoted : Christian churches anti 
nionaBleries towns and inhabitant^ are not now pillaged, massacred, and burnt 
i>y ALhanimi hordes as used to be done ten years ago. 

Gn the whole (he Umlcreigned enn my\ wjthoul fear of contradict ion* Ehat 
the province of Usenp is in that happy state of tradition from bad to good 
slow in its oj^rutioii, buL on that aeeoutil noL tfru less sure in its dTW 
M'issuhmin element prevails as uhnoat two to one over tEm Christian 

orW non rT^? 1 '’ 8ifc tlm1 tllcw »■’“ 340,000 MusAan/mui 

ChnsE]jiiunEmbitEii]t« m the province of Usetij?. 

, Tim great bulk of proprietor in tfu- eountrv are Mtisa^matis. nnd the 
majority ot persons engaged in trade in the towns ChristiaiiH. 

4 ; Clirtstian suljjcets of tho Iloilo cuu hold landed nvopcrtv on vnual 
conditions with the Turks, 1 

ff. They can. 

In some, in many respects, they are as well if not better off. 

In gtmeiid the Christian villages an- situated in the plains, while the 
Mussulmans occupy the mountains, 

4 lie ddfence of this position in a country where there arc no good roads 
w ol great advantage to t!ie former. 

In vitwriiig the relative condiiionii of tho two cicmenla, it knot difficult to 
peio-ieci tliaulio Military service, from which tlic Christians are exempted, lm 
dorm much Ju.rm to tlic [ urfcs, tlic pcssuQtry in particular. The conscription 
315s ccmmitM great ravages amongst them. Indeed, for tlic last ten yenvs 
W s \ X *Z b ^5 ^ diis.es lo |i|] the ranks, not tally of tin?'line, 

hni ol the Ucdili T Urn jkjIico* nod BashMkftouk corps as wdt. Whilst in every 
towii srio-p® and houses arc neglected, IN the country field* remain uncultivated 
and lamilies m wretched tniseiy, 

A (.Eiristini] village is in general better formed hnd cleaner, its yards more 1 
stocked, ami it* inhabitant* better clothed than the Turkish. 

During a hclidjiy the slate ol prosperity of the Christians is tieen in relief. 
D is indeed ,i rare exception to see a Bulgarian woman or girl who lift not an 
embroidered shirt and apron, ii string of gold m- silver Corns* oii her persom 

Bui. the Christian peasants also labour nridcr certain disadvftntiifliea, (ram 
wludi the I inks m cbtapnrinon suffer little or not at nil, 

Isl. J hey are not allowed to carry arms. This, considering the want tit' 
a good police, exposes them tho mure to attacks fttnu brigands. 
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2nelly. The system of farthing most of llie taxes is as prejudicial to their 
inti.TCiS.ls, it is to the Imperial I’reasury* owing to Ihe very oppressive exactions 
it fosters* 

3rdly. The conduct of the puli.ee and the Mcdjlb messengers is always a 
subject of complaint. 

4t!ily. r l n he exactions of the Crock clergy and the primates of the towns 
fall almost entirely on the peasantry. 

On the whole, the conduct of this body is arbitrary > and very frequently 
cruel, Corporal punishment and confinement in irons ate availed of by it In the 
exercise of Church discipline over its flock. 

7- Christian evidence in law-suits, between a Mussulman and n non- 
Mussulman is not admitted in the Local Courts. 

in such cases in which the parties arc not Mussulman, Christian evidence 
Is admitted. 

About seventeen months ago & Turkish soldier murdered a Mahometan, an 
old man, who was working in his field, The only pilous, two in number, 
who witnessed the deed are Christ kins, The Medjiia of Use tip would not 
take their evidence* although the Undersigned urged flic Kainiikafn toaccept it. 

About the same time u Znptieh fried by force to convert a Bulgarian girl to 
Isla'nmm- As she declared before tho Mcdjli* of Curmmova ihmt she would not 
abjure her religion, be killed her in the very precincts of the Miitliris house. 
This tragedy created great senantipn in the province. r C3its Medjlisea of 
Camauova mid Prisrend would not aCCept Christian evidence, and every effort 
was made to save the Zaptich; hut on the case being referred !o Constantinople, 
mi order toadied the authorities to ^ take the evidence of all persons who 
witnessed the murder.*' Tliis was dime, and Ivinni Pg?lifi r who at the time 
took charge ofthe province, where lie has done much good, iuimediatdy hud the 
Zaprii'li beheaded. 

Six months ago si Uulgarisiii in the district of CmtiEdiova was a I tucked, 
withoiil provofutitin on .his pail, by two AUljniuns: i’bey wimbded him 
severely ; mi tho case being referred to LVisretid, the Medjlis refused to take 
cognisance of if, as the only evidence produced was Christian, 

s. Decidedly it is: while everywhere there are signs thol the Turks, more 
t'-pecia.lly the higher elaKSes, ute lusmg ground in population, agriculture, and 
mull 1 , riie opposite ii the ease with the Christians. 

In nearly all the towns, streets—entire quarters have passed into the 
bunds of the Christians, 

fl Djuremeh" line, tlie very worst feature of Eastern oppression, and which 
was much practised twenty mid fifteen years ago, has been removed by the 
Tnnzimul, 

Ten years ago torture was very frequently adopted by the authorities, hut is 
no lunger'resorted to. Churches were not allowed to be built; and one cun 
judge of the measure of Turkish toleration practised at that time by buying had 
to creep under doors scarcely four feet high. It was an ollei'icc to smoke and 
ride before a Turk j to cross hit; path, or not stand up before him, w& equally 


wrung. 

During 1 lie last live year.% that is, since the war with Russia,, more subtfan- 
lial signs of improvement have been seen . the construe Eton of bouses, one of 
the surest sign* of prosperity, has been carried on actively by the Christians in 
tiro towns. The prices* of labour and materials have al-.o incrcjuied, and the 
houses are more cosily, heller made, and more eondbrlsibjy furnished. 

[j. Christian evidence, us staled in reply to qfcc^tbn No. 7, is not respected 
by tiro Medjlises, 

The uncivil conduct and contemptuous conduct of the .Mudirs arid members 
of Medjliscs Fowjiids the Chrisliaus, appears to fro viewed by the lalEcr as arising 
from tin 1 didefence of religion. 

The degrading terms oR kkifliv" and ^ giaour , r tuUU'essicd to them liy t heir 
anilhoriltciij ollends lheir feelings and excites iheir hatred, 

ID. It is t|iO impression ol the Undersigned that the Christians, the 
pejj^mlry, which lumis ilie bulk of their population, would pi'elcr to enter the 
inilil;.i'V service tliaa pay tin commutation-tax. Ii is only the clergy and tlie 
iiiwn population which on the whole Mo very well off. that arc opposed to (Ills 


service 
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The Christians would gain more by serving the army than by paying 
the tax, 

31, N&t now. Before the late war* they used to encounter difficulties in 
ibis respect, chiefly on the part of the Mussulman population, but rarely on that 
of the superior authorities. The orders of the Porte have done much to remove 
these difficulties; and perhaps in no other country arc the subjected classes 
allowed 10 celebrate their religious observances with that degree of pomp und 
ostentation that is practised by them in Turkey, 

12, It id not bo much fanaticism that prevails amongst the Mussulmans, as 
the jealousy that is excited in them by die impression, which is gaining force 
every day, that they are retrograding to the advantage of the Christians. 

Tins feeling has acquired influence in the subordinate Medjlises; and when 
any case of oppression takes place on the part of tile population* these Courts 
are disposed to assist, in it, 

13, There arc no Protestant subjects of the Porlc in the province of 
Use up. 

14, The clergy and primates tire as much to blame in this respect as tlso 
subordinate authorities (Mndirs and Medjliecs). The principal oppressions 
under which E.hc peasants labour arise from thy system of farming the taxes 1 
and it may be Mini that tn six cases out of ten the Christian merchants and the 
Tchftvbadjics, and wry often the clergy, avail themselves of it unsparingly, 

to. Chrktlaris arc admitted, but generally as a mere matter of form. They 
arc not allowed to take u prominent part in public affairs* and are treated 
disrespectfully. Oil the whole, these Councils are fair more opposed to reform 
and good government than the officials of the Porte, 

Generally spanking* these officials arc disposed to act well, but their action 
is counteracted by the power and man oeuvres of tin? Metises. 

Id. These Councils are not properly organized; they do not include (he 
best, the most respectable, elements of the population; and they exercise too 
much power. 

(lo yen iors should be clothed with more power and responsibility; more ol 
the Christian element should be infused into the Medjlises, Their judicial 
functions ought to be curtailed, and their immediate interference with the 
Executive arrested. 

This interference is now exercised with impunity; and by tho system of 
" Mssbntas,'* which gives a legal colouring to their action* there Alvdjiires 
have gradually undermined, and at Inst usurped, the power of the Executive 
without incurring its responsibilities, 

17, They should be allowed to take a limited eognmuicy of Civil suits ; hut. 
nut to interfere in such cases that more properly belong to life jurisdiction of a 
cfttnmereial tribunal, All. criminal cases ought to he tried by a separate Court. 

Tho establishment of commercial and criminal tribunal* in every Eynlet and 
Shinrijak is highly desirable, and cannot tail to do much good to trade and 
Hoeidy. They ought to include an equal number oi Turkish and Christian 
members* the President to be u Turk. Ho should lie appointed and paid by 
Ibe hoi'le, and ought to possess the knowledge of one foreign language. 

18. They perhaps led, but do not evince, a very strong desire to make 
converts; and since the Undersigned litis been in the province of Ureup* there 
have not been many cases of conversion in which compulsion has been used. 

A taw months ago, in tlie district of Kotcknn^ a Zap tick forcibly took a 
Bulgarian girl from her home for the purpose of conversion, 'Fhe Mudir mid 
Mcdjlis of that place were disposed to favour this act. Tim Undesigned then 
placed the fact* before the Kaininkum oi' lineup, who cut tided the girl to by 
returned to her parents but did not punish tho Zaptidi, jdthough it was esta¬ 
blish cd that he had used force. Again* iti the aise of the girl of CumanovEi., who 
was killed by a Zaprich, force bad been previously used by him tu convert her 
to his religion, 

A Bey of Uiictip furciblv kept in his bouse a Christian orphan, whore 
parents had died us hihmirers in bis service. A* the Bey wanted to convert the 
hoy, the latter took relugo in the Consulate. The (lovcmur-Getierad, uti being 
mjonned of the merits of the case, ordered the authorities of Useup not to allow 
the buy to he molested, and to reprimand the I lev,. 

I£k On the part of the l urks, from both, but not so with the Christians; 
with them it is more under the influence of worldly causes, 

N 















The Turks employ Christians, principally fcjiales, ns savants; nud the 
number of these Ims increased since the importation of Arab staves Inti been 
arrested. When these servants first enter the service of the Turks, they are 
very young, often mere children, unci are chiefly r cor ailed from the indigent 
classes* The 1het is, the parents, who cannot jijpord to support ihe young arid 
useless members of their family, dispose of them when they can for i\ Him of 
money, paid to them in advance, ut llm rate of twenty, thirty, or forty piastres 
per annum for a period of three, five, or seven years, The arrangements once 
concluded, the Turk takes charge of the girl; and as the parents will not or 
cannot look after her, she is brought up, an regards manners and rdigital, like 
the other members of the family to which she is apprenticed. 

It very frequently happens that, at the expiration of service-term, the 
master doe? not want to give her up; and trie? by every means in his power— 
now by promises ofTnatrimony and gifts, and then by threats—to draw her from 
tier religion, If she feds that she can better her condition by abjuring a religion 
of which she knows little, and has been taught to cure less, she succumbs under 
such pressure, It is then that the matter is taken up by the Christian commu¬ 
nity ; a hue-and-cry is raised by the cle^y and primates against the Turks, tmd 
every effort is made to save her; and they generally succeed through the same 
process of persuasion used by the opposite party £ 

20. The establishment of squiratc Courts in every Eyabat and Suudjak for 
civil, commercial, and criminal .suits; and the introduction of trial by jury, in a 
eonntry where the groundwork of the municipal system already exists, may 
promote these objects, 

21. (1.) The improvements of the administration by centra lining power and 
responsibility ; 

(20 The organization of & good service of police, to be connected with the 
military; 

(M.) The suppression of the system of fanning the taxes; 

(T) 'The distribution of the “ virgin”-pro|H.Tly tax more equally between 
lEic higher and lower classes; 

(/>.} The Greek Church ami its property ought to be controlled ; 

And, lastly, agriculture and commerce ought to be stimulated by facilitating 
com mimic id ion, and establishing bunks in the principal provinces, 

22. Their establishment cannot blithe favourably viewed by the inhabitants, 
for i here surely is a tendency among them, particularly the Bulgarians, for an 
extansion of intellectual cultivation. If such schools arc contmUotl by Govern¬ 
ment, and not allowed to pass under the direction of Russian teachers, they 
would then contribute in im eminent degree to the prosperity and tranquillity of 
the country. 

28. It would he better it the Financial Departments m the provinces were 
pern tided to Christian officials appointed by the Porte, with the rank, privileges, 
mid responsibility the present DefWdnra and Muhsisabidjics have. 

The revenue would be for better conducted by them ; and if allowed to net 
as Vice-Presidents in the Councils. and the power to correspond with the Porte, 
they would then perform the duties without holding the rank of Vice-Governors, 

24* 111 Rflumeliii, foreign emissaries swarm, principally Russians, Servians, 
and Austrians j the funner generally practise in Bulgaria, ntul the latter in North 
Albania. The one preaches Panslavism, arid the other Slavism, doth parties 
arc very actively occupied in producing discontent amongst the ditferent classes. 

Austria generally employs pensioned military officers; mid, through the 
influence of the Rormm CathoHc clergy, over which she exercises great control, 
insinuate? ihem as teachers in the native schools, Jn FrisreSl, Ipek, YcnL 
Ski/.iiar, mid Pristina, tlie schools arc under the direction of such teachers 

The one now-at, PiistiiMpt was a lieuttiiiLiit in the Imperial Engineer corps, 
mil], us such, continues to receive his pension. 

There is every probability these teachers are paid from without* iw, they 
receive but a poor pittance from the native?, 

[Hiring the lust six months an Austrian emissary, a native of Pesth (Mr. 
Norikovich), formerly teacher in KinpruU (Yelvsssi’i, a town in the Province of 
MmiiiMir, has been actively at work itt North Albania, now assuming the title 
of t ’lmml and then that of Priest* and interfering a? such in local affaire. 

'The .Military Pasha cuu&ori him to be watched, and, finally, desired him to 
leave the country. He refused to do ho, on the strength of a iirtxian in his. 
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possession, directing the Ottoman authorities to permit him to travel in the 
province. 

The action of the Austrian emissaries also extends to the Mahometan 
Albanians, and appears to be directed with some success. 

During the tatr disturbances at Ipek—a district that includes many Latin 
families and several priests—the emissary Neshkovich wlls there. Amongst 
the promoter* of these disturbiffecs there were three Laths; they wore arrested 
and conducted with the other prisoners to Prisrcnd. Neshkovich, who some¬ 
time before had obtained the liberation of another person (Latin) who was 
arrested by the local authorities on suspicion of being an emissary, immediately 
proceeded to that place. Shortly after the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Pris- 
rcnd ciime to Pristina and tried to act in favour of the three Latin prisoners. 

It, Is only four or Eire days ago that this emissary came to Pristina and 
introduced himself to the Undersigned, as well els to other persons, as Austrian 
Consul, The Muslim Pasha has not recognized him as such, and continues to 
watch tiis movements* 

The political education of the Christian population in Bulgaria is formed by 
Russian ta&chcre, who are under the immediate direction of Mr, Ntaidin Geraft’, 
the Russian Consul at Phihppupolis. 

This person is a Bulgarian. He received Ids education in Russia; then 
returned to ids country* where, before lie received Ids present office, tie anted as 
teacher for several years. 

it is through this person that his former colleagues in Ternova, Kasan, 
Kfonnlik, Eski-Zahra, Gabrovo, Shin no, Yanboli, Nish, Sofia, SamuIrnfF, 
Kuntaudii* Istip. Uscup, Knniri, ami Kinpmli, receive the wot d'ordre and the 
gifts sent by Russia to -hn religious establishi meets in those places. 

Within the last twelve months these gifts have considerably increased in 
number and value; and, in some cases, Russian ofhciifo have been employed to 
convey them to their destination. For instance, a Mr. Sishkta, an officer of the 
Russian Consulate-General at Bucharest, and a clerk of the same office sir 
Belgrade, have been distributing churep-furniture and forge sums of money to 
the principal towns En Bulgaria;'- and costly gifts have been sent to the church 
and monasteries of Uecup by Mr. Naidin CJeroffi through bis Agent the teacher 
there. 

Three yrihrs ago a Mr. Jordan, it native of KinpnjH, and n subject of the 
■Sultan, aieted as teacher at lineup in his secret capacity uf Panslavist. Agent, 
he created disturbances at that place. When the Porto ordered tlie anthoiitics 
to cliHlriisa him, several Russian Consuls and a Mr. Alexandres Efoliiirhm (one 
of the principal members of the Bulgarian Committee at Constantinople) took 
his case up* and addressed very seven- letters to the Governor nnd Greek Arch¬ 
bishop of Useupj conveying in them protest? against his cliatnifisiaL 

These documents ought to exist in the local archives. 

Tins teacher was ultimately turned out., but wn? soon idler employed, in the 
same capacity, in the school at Perlcpe. lie it is that recently caused trouble 
between the Greek A rah bis Imp and the Christian community in that district* 

25- 'Hiere are very lew subjects of the Sultan, natives of trie Province of 
Uscup* that possess foreign passports* 

In most easts Greek purports are first obtained* and subsequently exchanged 
for Russian passports. 

Pmiimiy July 14 , 1660 * 

(Signed) J. fi. BLUNT. 


No. 8. 

Consul Cidhmrt U* Lfmi J. Rtmdl.’r- (JRrerired August 18.) 

My Lord, Prevem, August B, IhffiO. 

] HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of iuy replies to u series of 
Queries recently addressed to me, on the state of this province, &e., See., by 
Sir Henry Buhver, 

E have* &c. 

(Signed) A. CATT1CART. 











inclosurc ! in No. 8. 

Cbnstri Gatkcurt to Sir II. mlwer. 

Sir, Pircvesa, July 20, ISGO. 

' HAVE the honour to forward herewith replies to tlie scries of Queries 
addressee! to me by your Excellency* and inclosed in the circular despatch dated 
the 11th ultimo. 

I trust that your Excellency will extend your indulgence to me when 
perusing these answers, ns I have not had a lengthened experience of this .juris¬ 
diction ; but 1 have visited most parts of Turkey, and in couriering the impor¬ 
tant questions you have done mu the honour to transmit. • have endeavoured in 
my replies to embody all the information l could possibly obtain from personal 
observation mid other Sources. 

From all i have seen or heard of the ccpiplaints of the Christians of tin is 
province. ! am bound to say that 1 believe no real oppression, systematically 
carried on, exists. There me crimes, as in all countries* and, from the lnalndmi- 
ni&l ration of officials, whether Christians or Turks, culprits often escape punish¬ 
ment; hut that the Sultan's Government deliberately apply l Utilise Ives, on 
ail occasions, to obstruct justice, and to Imrsls and maltreat the Christians* I 

deny. 

One of the great evils which all Turkish officials have to contend with, is the 
private influence brought to hear upon them ; and the Consular interference* 
are more imitating and more galling to their pride limn perhaps any others, 
being more difficult to resist, and so frequently occurring From u |pvc of influ¬ 
ence and u vanity of official meddling in wlmt frequently dots not concern them 
in any way ; and the lower in rank the Agent, the more disagreeable he usually 
makes himself to the'authorities, who are often thereby indisposed to proceed 
quickly in questions in which they would oLhcrwiw come In a decision at once. 

It occur*, no doubt, that personal friendship or money-bribes oceasipnally 
stand in (be way of a tail- administration of justice* hut a reorganization of the 
tribunals (Meiljlis), as recommended. will assist to purge ibis evil. Thut the 
Edict of (lulhatie and the riatti-buinayotm have gmdualiy improved the whole 
si itcof the province requires no demonstration. They have given the Christians, 
their present position, who* instead of being E roc Idem down as limy wore twenty 
years (or less} ago, now are almost secure from molestation and' loudly assert 
their rights *i but, not having abated a particle of their olid antipathy to the 
Ottoman Government* they magmfv everything in the shape of re^ramt* and 
any quarrel or disputed question with a Turk (if decided against them) is termed 
an 11 oppression ; ,J while their own conduct, a* far as my experience goes, shews 
i hem to be often capable of the vdy crimes they impute to the Turks, who, t 
think, stand far higher in honesty and general morality than the majority of the 
accusers, 

! believe it will be found that the complaints which are to be presented to 
the ViyJer in tins province will bear quite ns much on the rapacity and tyranny 
of the Greek clergy as on any Turkish oppression ; and 1 understand ihat I hr 
higher class ol Christians intend to confine themselves to demanding the lull 
execution of the MallUfininayoun, not being able to bring forward many specific 
charges against officials. 

In obedience to your Excellency's imstryeliutis, i have dispatched u copy of 
my replies to the Foreign Office, 

I have* Ac. 

(Signed] A. CATHCAftT. 


I tides nre 2 in Ko. ft. 

Xnjwi'jVf to Queries, 

i. IN replying to this question it is necessary to commence by u sketch ol 
the province ot Albania, over the whole of winch ibis jurisdiction extends, 
Albania may I»«l- divided into (wo grand divisions. The Lirst, Epirus, is coni posed 
ot the districts of Jahimi, Cnnitza, Fafeu popognni, A rgy recast ro* Delvhm, 
FuaaraInnic>, Faramhhm, Murgnrili, Linpomisq and Avluna; the second, or 


Albania-111 yria, comprehends the districts of Herat, El Bass&n, Oehridn, Upper 
mid Lower Libra, Tiranna, Candia* Burai&b, Croia, Lessio* Scutari, Buldgno, 
and Fodgorizza. The boundaries are Send a and Bosnia on the norib, the 
Ionian Sea on the west, the Gulf of Aria. and Greece on the south, and 
Macedonia and Thessaly on the east. Nearly the whole of the country is one 
mass of intricate ranges of mountains, rising to great heights, the greatest 
elevation being [he Find us. The only considerable plain* are those of Fnnnri, 
Arte, and Mousakih, but there are higher table-hinds tike that of Janina, and a 
great number of volleys of great richness uf soil intersect the whole country. 

The coast, of Albania presents few really good ports, although there are 
many good anchorages for small craft. Preveaa, at, the opening of Lhu Gulf of 
Arts, although very safe, dues not admit vessels drawing more than 12 feet. 
Avlona is a fine! bay, but with litt.Ec trade. Durum), which has a considerable 
commerce, is very unsafe, and Antivari is an open roadstead. The chief rivers 
are the Bqjaua and Drin, both in the north, the former of which is ti broad and 
rapid shallow stream, but is navigable by small craft dose up to the Scutari. 
Most of 1 lie rivers in the south are merely mountain torrents, which, in summer, 
are greatly diminished in volume* and none of them can he said to oiler any 
facilities for navigation, 

At present the province consists of two Pashnlics, that of Janina, formed 
l>y the districts of Delvinti and Herat, and that of Scutari, which is again under 
(he orders t>l' Urn Provincial Government of M^astir, Every description of 
climate made hi 1 found in tlit'se regions, and the? productions arc,in consequence, 
moat varied in their kind. Almost all ilie resources are agricultural, and, by am 
improved system, might lie enormously increased. In classic days a large 
population filled Epirus and the adjacent countries, but now vast tracts of land 
and rich plains dose to the sea, such sis Ni copal is imd others move inland 
(like Moussikih}, instead of growing corn, nre devoted to feeding horses and 
sheep, and used a* pasturages by the nomadic shepherds., of Wal Inch inn descent, 
who retire to Liu- ranges of the Pinclus during the summer 1 mats, and only return 
towards the coast at the approach of u inter. There 3s only one crap yearly, 
sis in temperate climates. JSariey, outs., and rye* arc cut in June; wheat in 
July; rice in September; and maize in October, or •even later; besides these, 
an immense crop of olives, which in many parts, particular] y Aria and Prevesa, 
art: carefully cultivated, is annually produced, A great quantity of valonm 
(gulLnnt) is gal hared from the oak forests, Rice is grown in the valley of 
Fanari, and fruit* of all kinds are found in various localities. OfiuQges ami 
lemons are grown in great perfection and abundance, mid form an article of 
trade. Ail immense number of sheep and cattle are sent to tho Ionian fefjandg, 
Laiii i wool is also one of the objects of export, Horses :s.ro Lied ici large numbers, 
as all transport whatever is performed by them. 

There Eire few manufactures, with the exception of el very busy trade in 
arms, which nre in constant demand, and sonic gold ormiuiencs, smd gold and 
silver lace, heavy capote*, tanned feather ior sandals, imd, in the north, the silk 
cultivation; everything else is imported from abroad, principally from Trieste 
and fratn the bunded warehouses of the Ionian Island*, to which also moat of 
the exports are directed, 

The population of the province h extremely diversified in race. Epirus 
Fro per is chiefly inhabited by people of el Creek descent; tho Albanians, arc 
found in tribes, viz., the Tasks, Linpes. and Telia usos, and jrmumeruble 
oIT-shouts, principally along the const mountains, and scattered among the 
Hellenic populations all the way down to the Greek frontier from fterut. 

the populations of Northern Albania arc termed Ghcgues; they are a 
brave. Imialicfll race, inured to war from tiie constant raids of the Montenegrins* 
and under very little control* at feast, those in the borders mild around Scutari, 
where they far outnumber ihc Christians. They arc chiefly* like all the 
ALbuimnus, of an Illyrian stock, mixed slightly with the Turks, and they speak 
mi Illyrian dialect. It would be impossible* within tlw limits of Lhis paper, to 
give an idea of the mixture of races; suffice it to say, that wjilrni the province 
arc Greeks, Albanians* Illyrians, Wallaidmms. Turks* Jews, and Zingm-fa, The 
Albanians arc divided into Cljristinnu, and Mlishu! man tribes and families, and 
throughout the whole country feudalism still prevails, if not by law* tie Judo ; 
and, in some districts, there are families who are looked to els the heads of the 
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dans, so to term them, and who could rally, on cceo-rions, (urge bodies of armftl 
mefii Almost all the Irregulars /the Arnaouta) me furnished by this province, 
and arc recruited, principally, from the Toskes tribe, aad a Chief or a younger 
brother, when called upon, frequently levies it large body of men, at a monthly 
stipend, paid by tlie Porte, and for which they furnish their own arms and 
national dress, and at whose head lie marches to any part of the Empire like n 
free fence of the middle ngjes. 

The Ostnsiiih families fuc rare, and, with the exception of the great hereditary 
Chiefs who descend from the early conquerors and are scattered on ihcir estates, 
arc chiefly to be found in the towns; but the great: hulk of the Mussulmans 
in Albania art: descended from Christians who were forced to become converts, 
or did so by whole districts, from self-interest, in order to share the superior 
advantages enjoyed by the Moslems. 

A large Christian Albanian tribe exists in Northern Albania, called the 
Myrdita, reckoned at HO ,000 souls, who have, for centuries, furnished con¬ 
tingents to the Ottoman armies: they fight under a peculiar banner, and have 
n post of honour assigned to them, Wbjle within their mountains they are 
almost independent, being governed by u Prince of their own ; and being Latins, 
as is everywhere the case among the Christiana of Northern Albania, they 
receive their bishops and clergy direct from Home. 

There is certainly very lit.Uo' fanatical feeling in general on the part of 
Moslems and Christians Inwards each other in this province 5 they oven, in 
certain parts, intermarry and live on very good terms, each keeping their 
several fasts and foists; probably the little bigotry which exists is owing to the 
independent position uf the warlike Christian tribes*, imd the fact also, previously 
mentioned, of most qf the Mussulman rural population being the descendants of 
Christiana. The Latin Christiana of the north, however, ami the Greeks of 
Epifus,. bate each other with all the virulence of sectarians. Blood thuds still 
prevail, to a great extent, in Northern Albania, especially in Gbcgherfe, where 
the population have never beau even partially disarmed, and the privilege is, 1 
believe, granted to thorn, as they have not, of late ycats, taken frarl in the many 
Green-Albanian insurrections ■ added to which, they have to guard themselves 
against the Montenegrins who continually harass their frontier, robbing, killing, 
cutting oft' heads, noses, and ears, and committing at this day all the atrocities 
charged against the Turks of old, hi these eoutitries quarrels have been handed 
down for centuries in the families of the Chiefs and their followers, but in Epirus 
private vengeances arc much more rare. All through Albania the feudal power 
of the Revs is fast disappearing, the heavy blows dealt to them by All Pacha, 
who absorbed nearly all their districts, and the different insurrections they have 
taken part in since then (after being restored, from political motives, by ibe 
Porte on the fell td‘ that tyrant), anti which were most ruthless]) 1 pul down by 
wholesale massacres and confiscations, bus, joined with the gradual improvement 
of the country since the measures of reform were Introduced by Sultan 
Mahomed, sapped their strength; and many of their properties, particularly of 
the minor Chiefs, are fast passing, through their own imprudence, into the hands 
of 1 lit- Christmas, but still el very long time will elapse lietbrc they lose all 
influence. Nowhere h antiquity of descent more venerated than in Albania, 
and a race of educated mid enlightened lleys would have it in their power to 
effect great improvements in the province from the effect of their personal 
influence utnl ex ample, Education among the Mussulmans of the province is 
usually of I lie Amplest kind, and they arc Ear outstripped hy the Greek raet\ 
who have e-rtablHied huge schogfe at Jumna, mid lit which some of the most 
celebrated learned men of modern Greece have taught as professors. The most 
important of these establishments have been formed by the gemmfity uf private 
individuals imd date from niEiny years back, the celebrated brothers Zoidinin; 
I :sviag idone erjimibuti-d Sinn-, which are estimated <0 produce nearly KhQlM. 
u-year fort he support of diftbrent gymnasiums; hut* from ma^huinfel ration, 
us well Hsfroui the creation of iho LjfJatversit'ttt of Corfh and, later, of Athens, they 
have greatly liillea ufT, and imw only two or three very indifferent sellouts me 
supported our of tills. 1 nun Effect] l sum, which is under the control of the 
Arel 1 bishop of Janinu and other trusters. 

The amount ttml distribution of the popufetion of the jurisdiction is must, 
difficult to ascertain ; no realty reliable stEitfetics can be obtained : the gvu rally 
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received account gives ei population of about 3;“0 5 000 to Epirus, of whom 
220,000 arc ChriaEmns, and the total number assigned to the whole province of 
Albania is Eibout 1,200,000, of which number two-third:? arc Christians. 

At present the province is in its normal state, viz., constantly attacked on 
the Montenegro frontier in the north, while in the south Epirus is threatened 
by an invasion from Greece, which it is ogam rumoured is in preparation. 

The Commission of Inquiry of the Sadr-a-zftm was anxiously expected, but 
the recent alfiiirs of Syria Iulvu absorbed all interest, and now the agitators are 
doing their best to improve the occasion and persuade the population that ei 
irk as sacra is intended here also and to arm ill self-defence, ff any invasion from 
Greece takes place, or a movement commences in the north, it fa impossible to 
foresee how far it may become serious, especially if sustained by the hope nt n 
foreign intervention. At present i do not think that there is the feast disposi¬ 
tion to move. The preponderance of number is in favour of the Christians ; but 
they have no real oppression Jo complain of, though they may prefer founded 
accusations of laxity of ad 10 ini stmt ion and of corruptions, equally applicable, 
however, to their own authorities ei* well as to the Turkish officials. 

The moat pressing want in this province is reads. Surveys have been 
made and innumerable promises also, but each succeeding ffesbn leaves the 
matter where he found it, or, indeed, in rather a worsts condition, as the roads 
made by Ati Pasha, and also the works of irrigation executed hy hint, have been 
suffered to perish; not a piastre is expended in repEiirs of bridges, Jfru., if it 
possibly cim bo avoided, am) each day the means of transport become worse, 
though the peasants pay taxes, and would gladly, if property directed, undertake 
the necessary works, as there is nothing in the advantage of which they are 
fid strongly impressed as that of possessing good communications. 

Some telegraphic lines are mooted lor this province, and n cable from 
Brindisi is lauded at AvIona, the wires running thence north to Scutari, while 
others will connect the south with Juiviim and Monastic, the whole being 
brought into the mam Constantinople line at Nissu. These, no doubt, will he 
of great advantage, hut cannot benefit the province to the degree which the 
opening of emu good road from Aria lu .himtia, or even the repim' of the present 
one, would effect. Having mu do 11ds imperfect sketch of the condition presented 
by Jliis province, I puss to the remaining queries transmitted by your 
Excellency, 

2 . No statistics exist on this subject which are at all reliable. The gross 
amount of the population of Epirdfi and Albania is stated generally at 1,200,110(1, 
which I am inclined to believe is an exaggerated estimate. Of this number the 
Christian* fatin' nt least two-thirds. 'The total population of Epirus is said to be 
about 35tl,CmO T of winch number 220,000 are Christians, 

3. The great bulk of ihe traders in towns are Christians, especially in 
Epints, where the greater proportion of the peasantry in the villages lire also 
Christians* 

The majority of the proprietors of fend arc Mussulmans. 1 have seen an 
approximate estimate of Lhe number uf houses in Epirus, which gives 42Jki2 
Christian dwellings and 2*2,400 'Turkish dwellings!, and as, in 'Turkey, five 
inhabitants are usually reckoned to each house, the total souls may he lukcu at 
111 but $ ' Tutfa ei [it! 22 1,150 C hr 1st fens. To la I , 331,1 SO. 

) have not been obit; to obtain any return of Northern Albania, hut the 
relative proportion os' the inhabitants there pit seats, I think, mere uf the 
Mahometan efemenl, and, os everywhere else, the great majority of the Landed 
proprietor are of that ibii-h. 

4. All Ottoman subjects} whether Mahometans or Christians, can Isold 
fended property on equal conditions; but no Christian (not a subject), can, 
according to the letter of the few* hold feuded property. This, however, is 
practically evaded* and great numbers of foreigner* hold land, by a fiction, m tlio 
names 00' (heir wives, if Ottoman subject*, or uf female relatives, or in the 
nsiEiLcs, lent for Hie occasion, by Ottoman Christian subjects, 

■>. Christians can torero ire nil trades and callings in towns on precisely the 
Home footing as Mussulmans, the only condition, in either easy, hoi tig the 
payment of the taxes fixed by few on the shops, bazaar, police, &e* 

0, I think that genera hy Iho Christ fen pcasnul 17 and the Mussulman arc 
very much on a par with respect to amount of well-hiring enjoyed b\ each l in 
their villages, of course, thfe differs greatly in diflierenl districts, us where tlicre 
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d re lidi soils and other favourable circumstances, you find rids villages and more 
comfort, while its the sterile ibountaiireiegidns are seen a (hr poorer class ul 
peasantry, anti this whether the occupants arc Christian or Mussulman* 1 have 
been particularly struck by the air of comfort which pervades illegal proportion 
of Christian villages, Eudi house 1ms a little garden or orchard (which is exempt 
fro in tax), and the house itself is usually quite equal to the tenements;of the 
peasantry on the continent of Europe, uikI far better than the cabins of Ireland, 
Horse*, ‘sheep, goats, and poultry arc always to bo seen, and cvcei pigs 
occasionally : this latter, of course, where there are no l ni'ks. Jhe poorest class 
of habitations are those nt the uom&dic WcillNcliiuits, and are accounted fo( h) 
their habits ol moving, according to the seasons, with Llieir flocks and herds; 
and although for ages they have always returned to the same spot, yet. thev 
make tio attempt lo build' any tiling at" till permanent. They arc Chri&ttims, and 
speak ii mixture ol Rpuinain and corrupt Romaic, and lliey are doubtless ol the 
Httine race ns the principal inhabitants ol the Principalities, 

7. Christian evidence is always admitted in the Courts ol Justice, hut 1 
think it doubtful whether, in ruses between a Mussulman and a Christian> it 
carries thu same weight as Mahometan evidence. 

*. There can be no doubt that ibe Christum population i? now mu Iai 
iiiuih Ihvtmrabfo [jositiem than they occupied twenty years ago, when the I uplifts 
were practicallv irresponsible, and any tyranny or exact! on ^ might hr practised, 
so far as the Christians were concerned* with perfect impunity, hach year since 
the promulgation of the Edict ol Gulhant* has witnessed a gradual improvement 
in the position of the Chrhriaiiis; :md when the old suite of things »understood, 
tHh surprise is that the (inVExnmeiii have been able so siiccessfully to com cud 
with (he prejudices iuid la nut ids in of the Mussulmatis us to have beam 
mi aided to raise the Christians to the position they now arc in. M T ho, ten years, 
oi" even six years ago* wouhl have believed it pn^sihh; for Christians and larks 
to dlliberate judicial! y T a* in the Mcdjlis, side by side, together, each rcpresHitirig 
their own class ? I *ile and properly, unless in some outbreak where the Govern- 
incut authorim* ure overpowered, arc satfe, (illcs to property are recognized* and. 
so fer els the Government, is cuEicvt'nCd, they certainly attcippt lo udininiatei 
efpiEil justice, though, no doubt* ihe corrupt foil of the subordinilfo officials* which 
extend-*, minf t or Ji'ss, through every class, paid iir unpaid, lurk or ( hrUtiau, 
often defeats the good faith a tic I intentions ol the Forte. 

Sh A though, nominally* the ('.'hr hit inns are equal before the law. yet, prac- 
ficELlly. mid in spite uf tht! "very large toleration extended* sucli equality crtUifot 
Im said c-ntir ly to exist. a" principal grievance with the Christians is, that 
nltliougb they contribute a large share of the Luxes, they tilt scarcely any places 
what via-]- under thv Government,—these being almost exclusively reamed for 
Mussulman** The largest religious toleration prevails, all sects managing, 
absolutely and without ejjtprfoivnce from (he Porte, their own internal affix's. 
There if',' however, mie point cmly which the Porte has not Imherlq yielded to 
the repealed solicitations, mid that is, the use of hells in belfrya in places of 
Christian worship. Although. In sop® cases, the use of bells is pcnmited, vet 
there exists u strong feding against surli si symbol, if I may au term it, bfliug 
freely allowed to ail Chrifeiim cliLircfesj and where they are peinltied to he 
used', they arc generally placed so as not to be at all conspicuous. I consider 
that ei permission io civet cam pa Lilies and to use bells would he most grate sully 
rtjpeived by 1.1 k: Christians, and would remove what they Was a rg>sl galling 
mark of inferiority e>I lights, us well n* a tacit insult to llicii’ feith.^ 

1(1. I believe that not hi rig would be; more dhitasbefid to the Christ Efrus than 
the ppnountKiivent that they were henceforth to perforin personal military service, 
itirteud of paymg dm Nixaiuk?, or tux suhstitutod of lute years. In feet, ihe bare 
rumour of fluch atl intention oil the part of the Forte would, I led convinced, haul 
to a large eiiiignitioii of those of an age liable to ascription \ and although it is a 
favourite theme to hurp upon the injustice of excluding them Irani military 
service, yet lho Christians arc Lou well aware ul the advantage they derive from 
exempt inn to hi' believed sincere in their military aspiration. 

The exclusive conscription of Ottomans no doubt greatly tends, to exhaust 
the rat-e : hut, on the oilier iutmL to raise bodies of Christian troops, or even to 
fui-LH nexed corps, would be a vrrv doubtful policy for the Forte to pursue. 

1 [Jo not think thut any difficulty crisis els to the construction of new, 
or repair uf old, religious edifices* C-Necptlng those obstacles which are invaviabiy 
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thrown in their why by the priests, through whose hands the application must 
pass. All indications'sue first made to the Bishop officially, by petition; he 
then forwards his opinion and explanation, and also a plan of the edifice, to 
Constantinoplr to be submitted to the Patriarch* who grants or withholds bis 
sanction, and who obtains, if he consents* the requisite firman from the Forte, 
which is then dispatched to the local Ottoman authority. All the.-e steps, 
however, must be facilitated by bribes* " presents' 1 being required by everybody 
concerned ill the transaction, from the Patriarch downwards. Foreign influence 
(Consular) is constantly invoked in these matters; and lately a petition was 
presented to me by some Ionian** trustees of a church here, requesting that I 
would obtain 11icin leave to use el belfry, which it appeared they had erected 
without having the consent of the authority, 1 point™ out the proper course 
of proceeding— throuJ| the Bishop: but* instead of complying with the legal 
method to obtain their object* ! subsequently heard that they hud petitioned the 
Russian Consul, who had nppli&dto his Embassy* and shortly afterwards a firman 
arrived, permitting the erection of the belfry* which nlitw^y existed* and (be 
placing of the hell. 

One of the most gulling restrictions to Christians which exist* is the denial 
in itiFinv places Lo their churches of the use of bells, to call them to worship ami 
to celebrate their feasts ; | and it is constantly cited by them as n visible evidence 
of their inequality with respect to their Mussulman fellow-subjects, who certainty 
ding with fanatical feminity to this relic of an avowed ancient superiority* and 
the abrogation of which, in the thickly populated Mahometan districts* it will 
require some determination and energy to effect, 

With the above exception, the very Largest toleration is afforded to all 
professions of faith is rid. to the exercise of worship* 

1-2. I [lo not know of any ease in which an aclof oppression can be charged 
ns. emanating directly front thu Government; but no doubt ii is within the 
power of the Governors, under the present system of fidmiuislration, to postpone 
or evade decisions on complaints brought before them, so its Eu amount, in point 
of feel* to a denial of justice. And it may hu said that, in very many instances, 
instead of deciding a case on it a own merits* h loo freipictuly happens that 
extraneous influences are In-ought Eo bear, uml tltc party with the weaker purse 
or the least interest goes to the wall. 

Gases of violence foytartls Christian* are very rare, at least in Epirus : but 
in Kortiierti Albania, amidst a population such ns that of Scutari and Gheghorin, 
which has never been disarmed* :md whore the Taifr.iihat is idmosl praoiietilly 
int!]lenitive, they occasionally occur, and may always he attributed to per^nal 
ebullit ions of the old fanatical religious miimority vriiidi unfortunately still subrisis 
between the races, itm! which breaks mu on occasions where their interests c(utu 
in contact, but are in nowise chargeable a& the act of the Government, who du 
their best tej nmooth these hatreds, which are by no mams cphmvdy confined to 
Mosknn undChristian, hnt are equally virulent between Greek and Latin. 

The only east uf violence I am Mgni^mt of here was the act of a jeafoue 
woman, the wife ol a Tuikirii olflccrewlm, during hoi 1 husband^ Eibseoce, caused 
mu- of Ids lh to eciic and convey in handcuftk to the barrack-prison, n 

Greek woman who she alleged had, by acts of sorcery, bewitched her Imubzuid, 
linmediaudy on the feet becoming known to the officer in command* he released 
the woman and punished, the Hf chouse.’' TheafFnir \\ f M brought before the Medjlis, 
and the wnm;m acer-ptcd and received a compensation of 700 piastres, which the 
ofiiecl^ ^ife was eoiidtmmid to pay Uy her. 

In ali cases of n Turk taking the law into Ins own hands, a is always 
termed an ,l oppression*" and put to the Government actiount; hut the raverau 
ense. when a Turk may suffer ul a Christian hand, is considered quite natural*— 
as illustrated lately by an Ionian at Art tv, who dragged an Urtmiuui subject tied 
lu his horse's toll, through the streets to the \ r foe-Confttflate*—a deed which, if 
]>er|]t' I rated by a Moslem, would have ruife through (he whole district as a 
Government *' oppression but, being the net of a ChrirtiuU, is quite di Here ally 
i liter pitted hy hiis eo-religionists; and, in consequence 1 was asked to initigutc 
the punishment inflicted, 

in. There arc no native Protestants, a's fur a* l am aware, within the 
Consular jurisdiction of Albania, 

l-L A vast ileal of the discontent among Ihc Christians arises from (lie 
peLiy exactions am! tyranny uf their own ecclesiastics-, who exercise an alitmst 
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unbounded authority, recognised by the Porte, over them. Here, jih everywhere 
cIm in Turkey, every sort of injustice, malversation of funds, bribery, alld 
corruption is openly attributed by [ho Christiana to their clergy, 

Tile lower grades of priests, who arc miserably poor, arc obliged to In hour 
manually, and to dig and delve in the folds, like any other peasant, for a living, 
and arc usually grossly ignorant ; while the upper ranks roll in riches obtained 
from the vast" unaudited funds of the Church, and arc gd^rally mixed up in 
every intrigue by which any money. influence, or position is to he obtained. 

The expected inquiry of the Sadr-a-zani will probably present a plentiful 
crop of complaints against the Greek Hi shops and Priests, and they arc already 
using every means to pacify their angry flocks, and avoid Else disagreeable expo¬ 
sures which may ensue. 

With regard to rbc Christian anilmritics in the CqiuiclIs, the Meads of 
Communities. &c., (hey are by no means generally guided by any abstract ideas of 
justice; and the usual arguments of the suitors have quite ys much influence with 
them as with any Mussulman, who, as a body, I consider to be of far bigger prin¬ 
ciple, more truridyl,,end more honest than the bulk of the Christian population. 

15, Christians and Jews are everywhere admitted as members of the 
Medjtis, E do not think that they are. in the great majority of cases, at all 
more progressive than the Turks; and, if they were, the caste superiority of the 
Turks would, it) general, if Opposed to their views, render their efforts abortive. 
They are net usually of any advanced ideas or education, and owe their 
election by tliMr co-religionists to their position as persons in enxy circumstances 
—which is a requisite qualification, ns they are unpaid. Bribes and all sorts of 
core option is, in very many eases, reported to influence them; and they may Eh 1 
said to act very often as the mere registrars of decrees to which they alHx lheir 
xealsj—thits acquiescing, it' they do not. approve. 

!G. Although, ilh I have stated in reply to No. 15, 1 do not consider the 
Christian members of the Medjlis to tie usually more favourable on the- whole Lu 
progress lliun ihe Turks, yet I do not think them more obstructive; but 1 
believe Elint their functions might Em usefully abridged and rendered of mom 
utility to I lie public service by !i mi ling their power* to an authority over cases 
which, la Europe, would tic police matter*, awarding punishment on the spot to 
lighter criminal aflhirs, rind taking cogiijssanct ol'claims to a fixed amount: Irut, 
in heavier eases, taking evidence only, and reserving such for the superior 
tribunals. J would likewise charge them with local improvement*, and tin; 
execution and surveillance of roads, bridges, repairs, internal police of towns, &«. 

17. I think that [be best effect would result from withdrawing nil judicial 
functions, excepting in small police and civil cases, from the Xfodjlis, and that 
the creation of Superior Tribunals, both civil and criminal, with paid .lodges, 
would work well. Such tribunals should be independent of the Provincial 
< iovormr, wlm should amply sea that their decrees were executed, but they should 
lie responsible to a Minister of .Fustice. A Public Prosveutur on the pari nl rise 
Government should eouducl nil criminal cases; all civil eases shouhl he heard 
by petition* and a day Eqipi)in,fccd for the hearing. The Court should be o|Jen to 
the public; uCivil and Criminal Code, enacting penalties, should be drawn up. 
All Christian civil ami criminal casra should be judged by til is Code, before 
Ohrislimi Judges* reserving only ttie purely ccclj&iastica! catos tor the Patriarch 
nr Bishops. Mixed Cluffetian and Mahometan cases should lie tried before two 
Judges, one of either treed, and the Cadi should not intervene in any respect, 
his Court considering only the castss in which both parties were Mussulmans. 
No doubt at tirsl iL would he difficult to lint! competent men, but the introduc¬ 
tion of such a -yKlem would soon create a chis* of educated persons who would 
devote themselves In legal studies. 

Tin: Court* in each province would then consist of the Medjlis of towns, 
otic Superior Civil and one Superior Criminal Court at each capital, and appeals 
firm) winch would luy to a Supreme Court at Constantinople; but in order to 
avoid litigation, no appeal should be made under certain values, and none in 
criminal eases* excepting to the Mistletoe of Justice, 

I H. I do nut think that i he Mahointlans evince any desire tis make 
converts* renegade* are generally very badly viewed, f have heard uf im 
instances of {!onver*io[j by compulsion* nor can l ascertain that anything of the 
sort Inis been charged against the Mahometans in (his province ibr many 
years. 
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H). I have heard of only one case of m alleged attempted conversion of a 
feimdc in Epirus, ;utd this one ap|iearcd to me to have been a mere pretext 
seized upon by a Greek .Ottoman subject (acting as British Consular Agent), to 
show Id* zeal. and gratify at the same thin; safely Ids hereditary hatred to the 
Turks by forcing the girl,* who was very young, away from the Turkish service 
in which she lived. 

It is usual if a Greek boy or girl engage themselves* even voluntarily, in 
the houses of Turks us servants, to declare that they are being converted, 
without the smallest proof being addudblc that such is the cose. 

The only eases—and none of these are race tit— of female conversions show 
that the predominant feeling which induces them is love. A rather curious ease 
of the kind happened here a few years back, when a Greek girl, who had fallen 
in love with a young Bey* abjured her faith. adopted riie veil, and resisted both 
her own cedesiustieuS authorities as well us the Provincial Governor's orders Lu 
induce her to return to her family, und finally only did so by the interference ot 
my predecessor. Many of the cases of conversion ol females in former days 
arose from a desire to better their position by marrying Mussulmans of some 
substance. 

hi this province there i* comparatively littjfe bigotry* Turks being found 
married to Christians who retain (heir faith ; and k?s than sixty years ago whole 
Hocks of Christians became Mussulmans hi order to avoid IIw haratch and 
oilier taxes; and, as may bo supposed, their descendant* arc very indifferent 
Mussulmans at the present time. 

20, l think that the measures 1 have described in Query 17 w6uld greatly 
tend to faeilState prompt justice by removing from the Provincial Governor and 
the Medjlis (ho power In evade and postpone decisions, Cost's may be rendered 
interminable, unless backed by bribed or interest t i he bearing ol all petitions 
within ei certain time might be made imperative ; defeated sippeilsuits should pay 
expetises; witnesses should he compensated for attendance on ei scale laid down; 
no pleading should be employed, but the eases stated by pLrtitiou u> the Court, 
Eitid established by documents and iv>d vnee sworn evidence; a small stamp tax 
to ho paid on petitions, and an register and copy of decree*, Especial cans 
should he taken to render Hie Judges a* independent as possible of oil extraneous 
influence, and no Consular interference in any way admitted excepting to watch 
the case of a subject, and any improper judgment in such should he only 
referable to the Minister of Justice and the respective Embassy. 

A strict separation of civil anti criminal prisoners should bn enforced, and 
the custody and fair trenment of the prisoum should be in the Imuds of the 
Executive Government. 

21, I consider thaL one of the first measures undertaken ought to be the 
construction of roads, in order to develop the resources of the province, which 
are greats but are now, from the wain of communications, of little value to the 
i nimbi butts or profit to the I’orle. Thu providing menus of omnmu mention 1 
took upon a* one of the most important step* toward* introducing a higher 
civilization through the increased intercourse ami commerce which would eiifiuu. 
and which would gradually break down harrier*, of caste intolerance, and greatly 
assist to blend the races by creating a community of intercuts. An extension of 
commerce consequent on improved ccmmuuiie Ltions would employ profitably 
itiousands of men who tiriw live from hand to month, and offer the services of 
their long guns and yutagan* lo ;my turbulent Itey who wilt employ iheirt; and 
one of the happiest days for liliie country will be that in which the purchase by 
foreigners of land is admitted* hut until this takes place ii is difficult to foresee 
any material progress, for there is little enterprise, Emd capital is wanting. r i lie 
Beys, who are the principal landowners, are usually quite uneducated; mid 
as their habit* are very extravagant, ami they neglect, tiieir aftair*, iheir bulge 
properties will never improve in Llieir own hands unless under tin? sliinulating 
example of success and improvements achieved by foreigners : as it is, the more 
intelligent Greek* are rapidly quipping them of tlmir pos.-iejisioiiR,, which pass by 
u process of mortgages, at enormous interest, into the tiancte of the money* 
tomlcrs, 

T’lie new system of taxation prnuiises to work well both to I lie interest ol 
the Porte and of the people, but when curried out, an end must be put to the 
petiy exactions of tile Beys flu ihdr villages and districts, us well us ol the 
fumed labours which they sometimes demand; these arc all part tit the feudalism 
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which still obtains throughout the country, but which clashes completely wit31 
Ihc promises of the Govuriinictit, and affords a pretext to agitators to cause 
(ii|eoJitent, 1 think that if a System could be devised which would admit of the 
jttflKatits becoming proprietors of land, it would tend to produce more satisfaction 
uml tranquillity among them, _ . 

An improved system of police is greatly wanted; the prusciil “derbend" is 
nearly useless ns an armed force, and perfectly eo as a detective one, and to 
pi event crime—I he primary ofijeyt of all police. It appears to ine that each 
district should nominee, Yumtah, and pay their own policy and it is certain 
that thu puribfi acquaintance (here men would have with the person, character, 
iiiul habit* i>l (heir fellow-villagers would greatly assist in detecting outrage and 
iobbery, iLiid le am\ the desire to commit crime by proving that it Cannot Sic 
perpetrated with ifoMUity. 

The villages should be rendered responsible for brigapds&e* and obliged, 
under smart jtuiialiks, to point out their retrents and assist at captures, arid 
ini mediate pimitdimenl should he dealt to the culprits. It bus been clean 3) 
shown that energetic measures will always restrain brigandage in tins province; 
mid Iludtii Pasha, who two years since hung seventeen of the guilty, effectuaily 
stopped the robberies and murders which rendered the country unsafe, and il.nr 
effects of his decision are still beneficially felt. 

J Jic crmitioti of Superior Civil and Criminal Tribunals is urgently required, 
computed of paid Judges, leaving only to thu present Mcdjlis ihc functions of a 
correctional police, and the adjudication in Civil cases up to a certain value, a^ 
well as certain municipal auLborhy towards making local improvements. 

Thu Provincial Governors ought to make, each year, a four of their 
tJwnmttiii, iii'Mitiitg a r|mrl on iis stale to the Porte, ant! inspectijfrruwk 
the proceedings of tbeir subordinates; and cadi Mudir or Knuiiakutn ought in 
hi.- disiiiut Lo do the same, 1 am convinced that this would give great confo 
dunce to the population, and render abuses more rare. Lastly, the spreading of 
light by education is greatly wanted, which I need not enlarge upon here, us it 
forms the subject of finery Nl>. SJ'2, 

2% I think i hat it, would be extremely difficult to overcome ilie. prejudices of 
the cliflerc.nt religions stilficfonilv lu til low them to receive education together: 
ihc Greeks would most certainly throw every obstacle hi Hie way. Experiments 
111 uji\mI schools have been, I am snfoniied, already tried, but Ihc result was a 
constant bickering between these children, who imbibe, from the moment they 
arc capable of receiving an bnpre^km, u spirit of rivalry and of dislike deeply 
felt, if tint always displayed by the conquered race; not only would the Greeks 
not tolerate association with Slidiotuetans, but their fomuicftl bigotry in religion 
would lie equal! v opposed to education imparted in company with foil ins or 
Jews. I believe that a mixed education if it ean be brought about would 
gradually hear fruit, and be most useful. Sumo system of giving mure extended 
idi-iks through a regular course of instruction would greatly benefit! he Mussul- 
Ilian population, both high and low ; tlidr education is now confined chiefly to a 
thigh l knowledge of the Koran, and the merest rudiments of other instruction. 
Schools would bn of great service where better mclhods of agriculture could be 
taught, mid when simple experiments in science could be shown proving the 
advantage of applying it i.n improvement applicable to the statu of the province, 
when, foi instance, stream* flowing a lew fuel below (he level o( the soil, and 
which would lertilisc immetove districts, arc utterly lost from u total ignorance oi 
how to raise ihc water. 

Jatiina at the present mo incut possesses large schools founded by private 
individuals, chiefly hy ilte brothers Zu/iinns. wild devoted all their fortunes to 
file eneom'jigetiieiil of learning, and are most liberally endowed^ Before the 
Greek Revolution many celebrated men (aught in them, and in thet they wort 
Hie focus of the revived Greek learning. Alter the establishment of the 
Universities of Corfu and* later, of Athens, they lost much of their im par Lance, 
mid have greatly sunk, and the large funds which are administered by trustees, 
in eluding the Archbisliop. &c, p are, according In general public opinion, tlivuifcd 
ini u uther channels not cunt cm plated by thu munificent founders of these 
institutions. 

[ do not think that fll present liie scheme of a Chrislfoo Vice-Governor 
would work well, but I believe that u would Lie more success fid in a very lew 
years In-nee. when the promises made by the Iforle are fully curried out, and u 
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gradual infiltration of Christians in other official posts has preceded such a 
nomination ; but a sudden change of the sort would only tend to unsettle the 
populations still more at present, for alt bo ugh it appears a paradox to snv so* 
vet a step of the kind, indicating ati earnest and real intention of the Porte to 
carry out progress, would bu peculiarly disagreeable to the ( firisEians in general, 
whose lust vv'ish is to sec any amelioration take [dace in n .sense likely to be 
conducive to giving more stability to the rule of the I 'ortc ; the truth heinjl that 
the real grievance with ( bum is the presence of t% Turks under any condition 
whatever in Lhuse provinces, and the untipaihy ol race, powerfully fanticd bj 
religious bigotry, i,& such tliat no concession of any kind will ever entirely 
reconcile, although it may perhaps eventually afooolh even the existing 
animosities of the conquered races. 

1 think also that the nomination of a Christian Paslm of equal power w ill; u 
Tmki&h one, would lead at present to complications wi(h thei Ifoyfii who would 
lie little disposed to view in him tt representative of the Sultan s authority. 

yfo There can be no doubt that for years pa^t foreign influence has been 
actively working to foment discontent and disaffection towards the Government 
of the Porte, The Southern part of this jurisdiction (Epirus) is conterminous 
with the Greek frontier, and a constant pit) pagan da is kept tip from that side, 
by menus of agents and publications; the Greek press teems wiEb periodicals 
wiiich are diieflv intended for the perusal of the Greeks ol I urkey, and no 
statement can be too strong for belief* provided only it is directed against the 
"l urks, i Liuiv Government,religion, or race. Utterly it seems to have been agreed 
to, to instil into the population that the Trench are to he looked to us ibe 
eli am pious of Eastern nationalities, and accordingly every day brings reports of 
what has been done, or is about to he performed, by thu Emperor Mapoleun m 
their favour. All thu Greek coffee-shops ring with political discussions and 
abuse of iSlo Turks } who, however, look Oft with great calmness a 111 ! allow’ the 
mot:i purled latitude in the expression of personal opinion on political or other 
matters. 

It is very difficult to firing forward insfonceiof interference, us ol course 
the chief actors keep well behind tins scenes. During the insurrection in Epirus 
of I8.H, the Greek Consul at Jainina was detected in direct correspondence with 
tlm fouds-re or the movement, and latterly it has been reported to me that both 
the Russian and Greek Consulates at Janfna are actively engaged, in umu-c-i-r 
with the malcontents, hi orgaiy|ing the com plain ts in he presented to the *adr-a- 
Kasii, mid ihc minor Consular Agents, who are usually Greeks, may he, along with 
their crlik'Ik, safely set doivn as using their bed efforts to discredit the Govern. 
iiietit instead of support mg it. h 

The Christian^ of Epgus being of Greek race are naturally the oneimeg uf 
the 'Turks; hut the lonians am not a whir behind their brethren of ihc Conti turn! 
in their mumosUy, which they take rare to exhibit (atwl with perfect safety ,jih 
B ritish-pint eeled subject si on every ucflision, a remni'kublc in^luitrc o! whiels 
occurred lately, wbun a Senator uf Corfu, M. Dandolo, published a niost 
111ihn111asilurv taldress to the £ lj'et. h k:s of Epirus, 1 bessa!y,uud Crete, 5 Licituig them 
to rebellion nor do l think tbai our Agents when lonians, can be viewed ns at all 
cmiducing to stre^gtiien the Ottoman authorities, or e»* generally anxious to 
diminish any bud fcdidg w hich naiy already exist between ihu races. 

I’he Kii^iiin inlliieiioo presents itself under the double aspect ol sympathiser* 
mid sih eorufigioEitsts, and presents ol' vestmciitB, &e, n to churches at 
liavc lately been made, and others are promised, I understand, here. They 
oeeusiorudly foe! the pulse of the Greeks on tike Skive question, hut meet' with no 
response, or all the aspirations of the Christiana of Epirus are purely llulleme. 
In Xorthem Albania there aix . 1 large and warlike Irihta of foitill Christians 
ruvuiviiig tbuir bisb'Opflt 51tl( l prleafo from Rome; tliuy scum, however, duwoid ot 
i hr distant |H )1 ideal views wide!i animidc thu Greeks as well ns the more northern 
gfoivu iiicea uf Ulo 'Turkish Empire, nnd although sen!i 4 i®c|>enduiU they in many 
ea*us *erve under (lie Turkish banner and hear a high repntaiion for fidelity and 
braverv. Muntuncgro is siu'reuuded on two sidt-y hv the northern Inmjiur ai 
Alban in, and a constant series of hsseiu Its takes place from thence on Hit: Turkish 
pn.-is: latterly i huso atlauhs have become more frequent mid arc more serious i ban 
f (rr veins past, find this hi spite of the lute dull m it at ion of the frontier, mid a it 
evidently part of the concerted plait of action against the Ottomans which lifts 
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shown itself in so many places recently* mud willi another phttte of wljrch wt are 
again threatened here on the southern frontier, 

25,, I do not thank that any cases of passports being obtained 1 voin Grgioe and 
exchanged for Russian ones have occurred here lately, nor would the Turkish 
authorities of tills province acknowledge such documents: the tact of the 
frontiers of Turkey and Greece being con term ii tons here (Smithem Kpnu^) 
causes a greater scrutiny to Ive exercised os to the rights oi protection claimed by 
bearers of pailpQrts, than in the provinces of the interior, or even at Constanti¬ 
nople itself. „ ■ 

The Porte disputes at present the right to protection of a great number ot 
the Hellenic Consular subjects in Albania, claiming; themes Ottomans; most of 
tlie cases EifisLug are those of families who loft the Province during the Greek 
Revolution, and subsequently returned. 


HO; 1)k 

Cftnral Skene to Lord J, Ihunudi —(Received AiUjtfit 24.) 

(No,47-) 

My Lord, Aleppo, August 14, 1800. 

IN compliance with an instruction received from Sir Ilemy Bulwer, I haw 
the honour to inclose, for your Lordship^ information, u copy of my Replies to 
Queries on the state of this provide, 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) J, H* SKENE, 


hi closure in No. Sh 
OorwuJ Sfrtwe to Sir tL fhlwer. 

Aleppo, August 4, IfltHP. 

IN com pi am cc with the instruction convoyed to me by your Excellency’s 
circular of June II , which I received by last. mail. 1 Imvc the Honour to subjoin 
the following Replies to the Queries therein contained s— 

!. This province k in ugood condition na regards the amount of production, 
But, unfortunately, tbo productive class does nut enjoy in peace tin; fruits of 
Iftbour. A portion of its produce is carried off # the nomadic AraK and 
extorted from the peasantry by the farmers of the tithes. 

Vast plains of the most fertile laud lie waste cm account of the incursions of 
ihc Bedouins, who drive the agricultural population westward, in order to secure 
pasture fur their increasing flock* of sheep and herds of camels. I have wen 
twenty-five villages plundered by a single incursion of Sheik Mohammed Dnkby 
with 2,000 Iteni Sadmt horsemen. I have visited a fertile district which 
possessed 100 village^ twenty years ago, and found only u few lingering Fellahs, 
destined Goon to follow their kindred to the hilU ranging along the seaboard. 1 
imvc explored towns in lha Desert, with well-paved streets, houses still roofed. 
Olid their filmic doors swinging on the binges, ready to lie occupied, and yet 
quite untenanfed; thousands of acres of tine arable land spreading around them, 
with tracks of wulcroourses for irrigation, now yielding but a scanty pasture to 
the sheep mid camels of the Bedouin, This overlapping of the I-Wirt on the 
cultivated plains commenced eighty years ago, when the Anezi tubes migrated 
from C cut ral A rabid in search et more extended pasturage, and oven-ati Syria. 
It has now reached the sea on two points, near Acre, and between Lutnkiu and 

! T he A mb, however, docs not always crivry off the whole stack of the villager, 
but j$ frequently sit lulled by a coneilitttory during in money and grain. Some* 
thing k lima U D for extortion by the tax-gatherer. [ lis operations mu conducted 
in niicmmlH' open manner with those of tbo nomadic plunderer. When the 
tithes are put up to miction, the manbote of the Provincial Connull m-IitL the 
villages, whose revenues they wish to mm under the name of u retainer. They 
ags-LV not to compete with each other, and use their joint endeavours to prevent 
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others from outbidding Ihciti. When the highest price is offered, the f'eMin 
consults the Council, whioli declares it to be the full value; and n profitnb.e 
bargain is obtained by the Councillor whose turn has come. Then begins the 
pressure on the. villager. His grain is threshed and ready for sale,, bin he n ust 
not move it until the tithe is taken by the farmer. Prices are fallhi| in the 
market with the daily increasing abundance. He implores permission to sell, 
end receives it, only nn consenting to doubles or treble the tax. In lieu ol 10 per 
cent., there flrc instances of 40 per cent, bning thus wrung Etrom him, w hen ^the 
want of the necessaries of life for his family prevents his wailing longer, 'lire 
peasant Is next forced tn convey the collectors share to town without remunera¬ 
tion, to feed his numerous satellites, to bring him presents of poultry, lambs, and 
forage, which latter produce is not tithed. He Inis no means of redress, Ibr the 
voice of the all-powerful Council drowns every complaint. The Bnsha is appealed 
to, and shrugs his shoulders- 

Still ihc agricultural population is not plunged in (hut hopeless, state oL 
destitution which might be expected Under these conditions; so rich is the soil, 
so industrious and frugal this labourer. 

la the f&wm, until quite lately, trade and manufactures were in a ffourisbing 
p.t eiU'. Since the revival, however, of llie old Ibelings of aversion and animosity 
between the Mussulman and Christian communities* u disadvantageous change 
has consequently become apparent also in the material eircumstances of the 
population. Want of confidence in the future is withdrawing capital from eii-cu- 
lalion ; iradc ategnsdes; and one-halt' of the loom* previously worked are now 
til vest. 

1 Ted wholly unable to account for this ebullition of political excitement 
which seems to pervade the whole Empire, unless I were to hazard the conjeeftire 
that it is produced by the secret agency of Russian emissaries or the violent 
protection of the Christians by French Consular authorities. TIu 1 connection 
between eaus^ and effect is not sufficiently distinct, however; to justily a positive 
assertion that these arc its sources. 

The state of the Mussulman fjopuhilion of this Consular district is different 
from that existing in other provineW ol the Ottoman Empire which axe inure in 
contact with European ideas, Here the dominant race is id til what it was three 
or lour centuries ago, proud and intolerant. It is not a mongrel produced ay 
the in read of Frank trade and the engrafting ol' a so-called civilization on the 
Old Mahometan stock> Commence with Great. Britain, Austria, I'rcmcc, and 
Switzerland;, has been introduced to a considerable extent, but it remains a 
separate element, and exorcises but liule Influence on the Mussulman mind, 
flie descendant of the Arab grandee, as of his TurkishJ^tpieror, lives 
nn conscious, of the cne reach men l of foreign enterprise and blind to the rise of 
Christian supremacy. 

The glorious traditions of the two great factions which once divided 
Turkish society and have now fallen into oblivion elsewhere, arc still fresh at 
Aleppo. The affiliation of the Janissaries h;m never been oradiwled here, and 
they meet in secret to keep alive the memory of their past preponderance. I be 
grcen-turbdned Slierecfs claim, as of nld, and receive, Lbu veneration ut the 
jicoplo, for their descent from the Prophet. It is in vain that one talks to them 
of ihc altered circumstances of Islam, which nre incredible to them. Vegetating 
in tlicir harrow circle of contemptuous exclusiveness, they are animated only by 
personal and party rivalries * Their religion of pride emmui admit that ej religion 
of humility is compatible with power abroad or prosperity at home, What they 
hear ot Christendom ta, therefore, regarded by them as an idle talc. The 
condition of the Mussulman population of ibis northern capital of Syria is thus 
ji iviimuHt. of whnf Turkey has been rather than ;m example of what she Sis, 

The Christians of Aleppo are a keen, money-making people, clever in 
trade, miserly at home, abject wit hunt support, and insolent when unduly 
protected, Tlie grem mass of them live in a state of chronic terror. This wad 
merely a reflex of w! mi they suffered in I he massacre ot I850 t and their piudc 
k now enhanced by the disasters of Mount Libation and Damascus. The 
measures adopted to prevent an autbreuk have hitherto been successful, and, 
if tltey continue so, it will be a source of nu siiinll satisfaction Lo inc, having been 
coiled him m to co-operate in them with the competent authorities. 

This scat of provincial government] surrounded by the most; productive 










tracts of country. possessing, under ordinary circumstances* n trade ot gtcii( 
activity and extent* Eind amply provided with »H the elements of ajmntbmT. i* 
nevertheless in ft condition. jof unvarying dn^ncialembrurussment- I he iwMkhL 
or ruthev wilt it of method, of management followed, fe to supply by loans, at 
usurious rates of interest, the deficit produced by at Lowing Lbe recline to fall 
into iirrear. Speculators purchase, at a Large discount, the orders oo the 
Treasury,-which are given in default of cash, and pounce upon the receipts 
before they reach the chest. There fa, probably, also an under current of act ua 
robbery of the public money, but 1 am rmi prepared to tilake an assertion ml 
such exists, although the fact that Members ot tin? Councils, and other public 
servants, burn of poor families, should live in affluence mi snuill salancs am 
realize Itii'^e form ncs, tan leave !E+tic doubt on the subject. 1 lie iTcault at » 1 
Ibis Ut that we have fibre a ^rdvioca yielding a gross annual income ot 1J,0 JU ? 
i > i asi res* r ■ x. port i i ig eve i y year produce of il »e a vc m go va 3 111» ot - a, / 
piastres, and importing foreign goods to the amount ot f>O p OUL[,OUO piastres, and 
vet offering this continual speehtde of an oiiqrty'IrcEL&urv, leaving salaries m 
3irj , i , :u'.'lbr inttny moiilliH, and dealing with usurers at the inicol dt.laud no pCL’ 
tatU. per annum. Nor floes this cmbaiTassmcnt arise Imtu tin cxu>> 08 
ex pei if ill arc, for the no ini mil and ostensible outlay is always one or two miliums 
below the real amount of the revenue, 'Liu: hypothesis of pet Libitum cun alone 

explain the matter. , e 

the vwt lftf !> a ccuhuk was made of the msili; population Of Ibis 
Padmlie, but little reliance can be placed oil it, owing to the interest which the 
scpatiitii t’omniunities Iitive in concealing their real numbers to diminish collective 
Laxntion us piiuaisei! it■ IHirkcy. nod tua secure exemption Irom ihc tuSl weight u-l 
the tiLmscriptiim and ns corresponding impost on Christians in lieu ot military 
screice. A Hfgisti'dt for recording birth* ellhI deaths Luis been appointed since 
llien ; I ut the want ufeSlieienl inspection, mill the general carelessness prevalent 
in most public offices in Turkey, render the estimates very imperfect, M {r anr, 
therefore, reduced to the use ol approximate quantities m this els in many other 
statistical data; 1 should calculate thoClirfatiun population to be about onc- 
liith of the wliole, and die Mahometan lb fifth*, with a trifling deduction 
for Jews, Druses, m id An sains, Thu papulation q| the Province Htust in the 
aggregate he slightly under faKfaiLtfa 

;L All the proprietors in the country arc AlossutmitTis. 

Almost nil the trader* in the towns arc Christians* 

Almost all the cultivators are Mussulmans, sunl the pastoral tubes ol 
Arabs Kurds, and Turcomans, are nomitiuMy Mussulmans. 

Almost all the manufacturing population is Christum, t 

■l. Of I lie four species (if tefiure of land, two only arc open to Chris- 

tiaii&t— 

1st. ft Mulkh/* or freehold property, and ... 

liial. f * Miri/' nr crown lauds, which they can occupy bj nam ul n deed, 
tit!led " taboo/ 1 conferring cm ilium tins usufruct for ever, on condition that they 
ghidl not lie uncultivated for three successive years, undo? penalty ol them 
vet on ling to the Sultan. 

Thu other two species of tenure can only be enjoyed by Mussulmans, aim 
ihc nature of their origin justifies the principle. I has, ' VEikonj, s tir pious 
foundations, me held by the descendants of those who bequeathed them tor tlu* 
support of mosques end liiedrctist.-hs, and cannot he nla-nated 5 ik mylikimch, ol 
fiefs, still belong lo the families of S pubis, who hud received grants in ret urn lor 
the military service which they rciidcred in the wars ot tine Siule, or m conduct¬ 
ing onmvaiis of pilgrims in Syria to Mecca, 

]ti all then: kinds of titles, excepting the lies!.,, the real properly id the 
liLiid is vested, in I he Sultan, wlio, though he has iminlmdlv abonslmd leudnlisiLi 
in Turkey, retain* ilu- Ice-simple ofaimost the whole ol his douiiLiLcnts. t-nbbe 
thill of tin? nations which Sllhmlud the jiumnn Miiipive m the yn- Kudal 

kystCTii of jliJB Hast secuverl .1 sefautmi iul ifaht ovtr ihc people to the 
iiiLii,mpercd by that of the landed uristoe racy* and this peculiarity «i the lurkish 
scieb.l com pile t slil! osistfi, noUv it landing that Ibndidiain eeijSLd to Ijc the law 
the hind under SuJtani Mulniunul II, in pursuunee ol the purpose ut bis 
1 idtghtened hut k'iis energetic lusdc S^liin 111. t 

Freehold property, the best nf teiuii'cs, fa the it fore within the LCftdi ot lbe 


Sultans Christian subjects. 'Flic leur, however, of unfair tiviitmcnl. deters 
them from becoming landholders ; a at] it appears to trie that tlio national 
tendency is also in favour of trade in preference to agriculture; 

fa They cel 11 ; nml there is no rliflercnce, cither in rigid or in practice. 

G. There arc no Christian villngefi in this part of Syria, ex-ccpting in the 
neighbourhood of Marash, where Arcnenimi peasants cultivate the land of 
Mussulman proprietors, by whom they are protectedj and their condition is 
conscf[ueiitly as good as that of the Mahometan prasfintiy, 

7, 11 is not sidmiEted ; and tlie rittempl is never made lo obtain its admis¬ 
sion. No uise has occurred in connection with the business of this Consulate 
l o raise the question. The practice is to appoint Arbitration l 'tnnmissions when 
the results of a suit depend on Christian evidence., or to refer ihc decision to 
the Bishops; but this is, of course, only in civil, commercial, and correctional 
cases. 

ft, Most certainly. A change in favour-of Christians was introduced twenty 
years ago by the Egyptian authorities, and it has been carried nn by those of 
the Soli an. Teu years ago the Christiana suffered greatly at ihc hands of the 
Mussulmans : but that outbreak was tlepctuleiit cm incidental causes, Eind 1 L.-S't. no 
retrograde effect. The progveas in this respect has even reached ft degree which 
h becoming da fibrous to the Christians: the Mussulmans arc jealous of their 
prosperity in trade, |pd exasperated by their arrogance when they obtain ('on- 
sular protection, 

y. There are none ext^pi the non-admissiun of Christum evidence in Courts 
of Justice, and of Christian soldiers In the army, 

10. The Christians of Northern Syria arc not. a warlike people, like those of 
Mount Lebanon, or ihe Albanians, or the rnuunfaiucers of Crete. They have 
neither ll taste: for, nor u knowledge fpf* the use of arms They lire hardly ever 
even sportsmen, 1 do not believe that, any Christian would prefer entering the 
in Hit el ry service to paying the tux in this p;irt of the country. At Marn&li the offer 
was made by the Aniienfaii eoninmulty s hut I am of opiinon tlmt, it originated 
merely in the hope of obtaining relief from the tax, and that it would not have 
been realised if thy Government had accepted it. 

Serving in the army would, I think, he mord advautfigcoufi to the Christians 
than [laying the lax, provided the conscription were conducted in an equitable 
manner, which has not hitherto been the ease. If, instead of taking all the young 
men from one district, and none from another, those only were enlisted who eon Ed be 
spared from rural labour and the support of fulfil lies, Christian recruits would 
return mote useful members of society after seven years' military service than 
they are now. A people wanting in manliness, who tremble at the night ot u 
gun or sword, and [fare not approach el horse, cannot but. to improved by leading 
fbr a time a soldier’s life. The sum of about 4 i*. Od. a head, pci' anairm would 
also thus be saved to the whole community. I’he Ciuiitfans in general aru 
averse to the idea, however, by innate distaste ami from fear of ill-treatment. 

11. C’hrislmn churches have been built, of hito, at Kessab, Marash, Aiuhib, 
and Killfa, without tile least opposition or dillieuhy; ihd no mblcstatinii whatever 
hiid been experienced iin the observance cd' Christiim worship until two months 
ago when an incident of the kind occurred sit Antioch; Mussuhmins having 
entered (be Church there during Divine service, and called out. " L n illalie il 
Allah; Mchen^netl resutil Allah I" fThora fa no (led but (iod; Mahomet is tiic 
Hpopliet of God !J, as reported by me at the time. No repetition of the offeuee lias 
taken place, the Turk fall authorities having punished the offenders, 

12. Only one itistabce ot' oppression has occurred during the three years 
and Ei-halt"that I laivc been here, and it was solely cm the part of the Ooveru- 
ment officers, 1 u> related in my detepateh No. 10 of the Ifflli Juiun UitiO, The 
great mnssaerc of the Christ 1 mis in 1650 weis produced by rival ebiius amongst 
the Ayans of Aleppo, which ended in a general rush for plunder oil the pari ut 
the Mussulman population. 

13. Exclusively from the church which they have fait. 

14. The Christian population o£' this Consular district has no great 
grievances to complain of; and their own authorities sofftu to me to he in no wav 
open tu censure. Evils exist* hut they are not pcenbiir lo the Chrfaifaiiii. 
Thus, ft very treat evil is the insecurity of life nnd prcpcvty arising from the 
state ol iiisubortlinutiot] of the nomadic tribes; the Tiirkis3i authoiities could do 
much to remedy this, The Christians suffer from the defects of tbc Commercial 
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Tariff mart than the Muasulmsiifij however; and its revision would cosily meet 
all the exigencies of the trade in manufactures. For example! the Aleppo goods 
l.-:i Eled (l sdagiu H are made to pay little more than l per cent, on tlitilr value, white 

■ tin-:: named 111 ghari," not being spt cifiei in the Tariff, fftl under aciimprehbiteive 
clause, and pay 10 per cent.; manufacturers, therefore, have thrown the workmen 
of ihe latter article out of employment, and exporters cannot supply the demand 
tor it, which Eh. much greater than that Em- the former on account of its stronger 
ami cheaper quality, r l'he high price of provisions is u ground of com plaint by 
both Chrhiians mid Mussulmans; this is due to the pi^jcticc of members of 
the Comirils. being diidctly or indirectly interested in the fanning of the tithes; 
If they were practically prevented from entering into such speculations, a 
d iftcrcn l class of persons would take them up* anti the influence of ihe A vans 
would become liLiiehcial in furthering Llie trade in provisions as owners of hinrl. 
instead of being pci melons by impeding it. to secure tin; greater gaii^s of rapacity 
ns uncontrolled collectors. Thu Christian authorities; can do nothing to cope 
with so deep-seated an evil, 

to. I hero are two Christian numbers of ihe McdjlLs, hut their presence at 
tike sittings is a mere matter of I brio, as they take tio part in deli lie rat ions, and 
are i rented with utter disregard, never venturing to express dissent in inly 

■ k-eirioii, even though it he odcuhitcd lo injure their brother Christ Top. 

These Councils are certainly less favourable to progress and good govern¬ 
ment than I he officials of the Forte, 

In my humble opinion the experiment of municipal institutions was made 
in il manner uqi in harimmy with the enisling state of 11)0 country. 'I he feiidnl 
sy.slem of ihe Must bad degencanted when il produced the great barons of 
Tni key in the first quarter of the present century, Ali Tcpedeleni, All of Stolat*, 
Kara Ustnaii Oglu, Chnssan Oglu. Hsiwnarb.it 1 Oglu, and others, equally powerful 
a ml independent; nnd r had reduced the body of the people to actual 
servitude, T'Jte spirit of industry was crushed by the narrow maxima of a 
military arreocremy. The country was on the verge of ruin, A counterpoise 
wax sought Jbr the oppression o I Pash ns of the old school: The remedy has 
outweighed Tilt' evil, and instead of one Grant there are now many lyrimts, 
each gniHpiog Ills own advantage, and all inferior In ihe I’asha hi qualifica¬ 
tions (or aovemmoiit. The dt j s,ired com nil exists, htil the local magnates are 
unworthy of the irtisi. The power of the functionaries scut, from Cnnstan- 
linople, which is a v. bole century in advance uf the provinces, is paralyzed bj 
the corrupt action of the Avans. A good Pasha is hampered; a bad One not 
cheeked. Men of integrity mid public spirit may come from the capital, but are 
nut to he found in the towns of the interior, The Pasha of the present day in* :m 
improvement on ihe old feudal Satrap; the unchanging Avan is still a mnn of 
ilic sin lie >t:imp; and i be better ts thus controlled by the worse. Composed of 
erne!, venal, and rapacious accomplices, she Medjjis oppresses "the people and 
■iirichi'S hftfir, while Elishas are powerless, when willing, to cope with il ■= 
collusive chicanery. Possessed of superior local tutor tnulien and experience, 
wielding a dangerous influence over She lower orders, which fear their iron rule, 
and vroll versed in all the trickery of Oriental intrigue, (hey rarely fail soon lo 
redueo the most zealous iWtu to the condition of a mere instrument in their 
I lands. M.e is made to led the weight of (heir displeasure > mid the vuluts of 
their support. hy the unwise credit which ia given by the Potto to their 
col Endive censure at eevlificules of good conduct, and la gen ■■ rally subsides tat,, 
letting them govern the province hi Ills stead. Il he himself lie not above 
temptation, its may happi-is, the affair is of course more easily arranged, mid Ihe 
result is the same. I have followed the same familktr phases of provincial 
gow:nni’Tii with unvarying issue in Bosnia, Bulgaria, and ttoumdi;; in Asia 
Alinnfe trail Syria, mid l have thus been forced into strong convictions oil the 
-nl'jvd , which 1 Iji‘[il 1 In be Jiclil excused ibr thus expressing fret Iy. 

Hi. I cannot cinicrivc fltd possibility of the powers of the Ayons being 
useful under any cmuliiiou* without the standard t>f public: niumluy being raised, 
i f an equal number of the most respectable UbristiEiu mi-relimus, Wt-ver, were 
adrinMi d into the Council., their weight and presence might eo far to neutralize 
the hiaiein! iulhicnce of iU Mussulman members, and shame (hem into luausly, 

17, It appear; to me self-evident that judicial Amt:lions should not he 
cut rush '.I to the local Councils us they are at present eonslituleik I dmibt wen 
that the ChrisLiiii] element could lie advaut ngvously mlvmhu ed into the Courts 
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of Justice, except in so far as regards the formation of commercial tribunals i 
arid l should, therefore, sny that even a Connell, modified as above stated, would 
be incapable of acting satisfactorily in a judicial capacity. 

Mussulman law is a peculiar and abstruse study, which mmc but members 
of the Ulema make themselves masters of, and those of that learned body who 
come to rim provinces as Uadis are frequently men of goal for the public sernct, 
as well as integrity and legal acquirements l heir influence does not reach Lm 
Councils, where justice is in the market, ngd the prevalence of tnlsc^Witnessed 
almost incredible: persons of no other calling being always in waiting m 1 " 
floor to make any deposition that may be required for a few piastres. It 
separate tribunals were organized, it would, therefore, be the hesi plan to imv 
their nictubors, or at least their Presidents, sent from Constantinople to Keep the 

corruption of local members in check. 

I H. Kerne whatever. No instances have occurred of lata years, 

IT Nothing of the kind takes, place, 

m The judicial establishment is thus constituted;- 4 

The Mclikcmeh is a Court of Justice conducted by the Cadi, with the 
assistance of the Mufti. The Cadi is a lawyer from the schools of Constanti¬ 
nople., and is allowed to remain only one year in each province, 1 lie Mufti is 
il native of the town, and holds his office at the pleasure of the Governor, lie 
5- neither a colleague nor a superior of the Cadi, but an indenendent collateral 
HLulmriiy, whose duty it is to deliver a <a fctva/' a species of oretular axiom, 
up [die able to cadi case after it has been tried, and before sentence is passed, > 

The Great Mfcdjliu Is a Council of uneducated Ayans, and pnbhc UniLiLcm- 
lU'ii'S w i" In m 1 U 1 : al edneation, whioh adds to it-; Il-v.il irn&te delibei;ttix -■ ami m -■ ; ■ ; - I 
cxecuiivc ftnierions the office of pacing judgmeut on evidence lakon by the 
Medllis-el-lVIikik. 

Pin, M^djlisH'l-Tabkik is a Council of also uneducated Avans, ior the nms-s- 

fi gal Ion of penal canes. ^ 

There in no Gommercial T’s'ibmml at Aleppo, in spiti* ot repeated nrdri's to 

institute one. , 

The reforms l should think calculated to correct the defects of this system 
—. 

Jjst. The employment of lawyers in-stead of A vans in. Ihe Medjlts-cl- 
Ttdikik. 

‘2ail The formation of a Court of Appeal, composed ol lawyer; to peilorm 
also the pidiciel functions no^v fulfilled by the Great Medjli.fi, 

Ard. Tire employment of a distinguished lawyer Imm Canstantiiiople as 
Mulll r to act as Inspector of all the Courts, anil coiTL^spoiul with llte Mhii&tCJ "i 
Just ice, without being attached to the Mdikemeh tis he is ubw. 

Till, The complete independence of all judicial from ihe admuinsliiLtivo 

Euithorities. <r , .... ... 

;>th. The fonnatitui of n Comtucretal Court ol Mussulman, t hristfni], 
Jewish, and tSuvopean niereliantSj, to be guided hy the laws and usages ol Irene, 
wit bout reference to Mussulman taw. , 

bib. The nholition of the practice of making Ml gfjnevsi ot suits, pay the 
costs, litigation being often encouraged by the wish of the losers to revenge 
I'hemselvcH in ibis way when their ease!* arc untenable^ 

71 1 1 . The aLihslituliun of fines for imprisonment in nil minor penal eases; 
the latter having no stigma in this country. _ 

2 1 ,)st.) A serious consideration nf the question of the nomadic Arabs 
(2nd-) Vigilance to prevent abuses in the collection of the tithes. 

(tfrd.) Itoad-makiiLg; a bushel of whetu costs as ranch for carnage uii rim 
bark of a camel or mute iVora Orfii to the shipphig port os il does ;o purchase it 

in the interior, .. ... . 

; ]lli,) The detaching of regular troops over the country instead o! employing 
il regulars, who exhaust the resemrecs of the Villages Uy living on them, and 

connive nt plimtler. t . .. . 

(5thJ Vigil a nee to prevent, Coneular protection being given to subjects ot 
(h a Sultan, specially as regards religious cumin unities, which are thus kept: in 
ei state of antagonism amongst themseEves, and e»f dis.uflVctioti lowaixla Iho 

State. , . fl , . 

oo, hi i lip present stale of feeling between cnmunmntiLS and seels, Lhrislinn 

parem& might bc nvejrec to ttending tlmir children to bo taught by Mutfiunmu, 
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and *fct vvrsd, even although convinced that {be education received would be 
exclusively sccu1qt + But] under ordinary circumstances, the n-tudy of Oriental 
languages by Chrifynmis has always been by the tuition nl Mussulman teachers, 
and Hie College founded by the Franciscan FiiUtfs haves been attended by both 
Mahometan and Jewish Students. I should soy that such schools miyhi lend 
to smooth the asperities of religions prejudices, and unite the youth of diilerait 
persuasions in that bond of school-fellowship which is so strong and ^during 
with us at home. 

23. This appears to me tile most felicitous idea, that has yet been started 
for the settlement of a very complicated question. At Aleppo L feel conlldem. 
that such fui arrangement would work admirably. But the Christian Vice- 
Governor should be a functionary seal from Constantinople, commandmg 
respect hv bis character and abilities. 

24. Public opinion at Aleppo ascribes such attempts to French and Russian 
Agents, No one can doubt that the conduct of French Consular authorities has 
that effect, but it may not be with Shat intention, 1 conceive that, as far as 
France i? concerned, the purpose is twofold: to gain influenco in 1 urhey. and to 
propitiate the priest party in Europe. V. ith Russia, hoover, the caw presents 
itself in a more positive light. Bum on is tending to sow dissension between 
Christians and Mussulmans run he traced to tltc Russian Consulate ; and, on the 
only occasion of conflict which Eia$ occurred here, the language ul my Russian 
colleague fit several meetings oS' the Consular body justified the conclusion that 
be was niGLii disposed to raise than to obviate diiBeulties between the two 
communities. 

25. 1 have heard of only two persons of Aleppo, subjects of the Sultan, 
who, oil returning from Constantinople, whither they had gone for the purpose, 
brought RuEBian pp&ports with them. 

1 havo, &c. 

(Signed) J, Hi SKENE. 


No. 10. 

Acting Consul Zohtith to Lord ./, Russell.-—{Received Stpitwbttt 2.) 


{No. 41.) 

My Lord, JJomt Semi, July 30, I860* 

IN obedience to Sir Ilemy liuhverN iiislviJetioitl I have the honour to 
< nm sin it herewith copies of two despatches I have addressed to Elis Excellency, 
in reply to certain quesiioiLs regarding the condition and wants oi the provinces 
under my Consular jurisdiction. 

! should here add that since writing these despatches my Fix*licit colleague 
bus been authorized by his Government to pay (>0f. sterling a-year towards the 
(Support of the girls' scbuoS established in this town. 

1 have deemed it expedient to forward this despatch through Hoi Majesty"? 
Embassy at Constantinople. 

i have, &c. 

(Signed; JAB. ZOHKAIt. 


lnclosure l in No. Id. 

Acting Consul Znfirnh to Sir It. Uttfaw, 

§j lk Bos tat Setai, July 22, USdU. 

! HAVE the honour lo acknowledge your Excellency^ circular of the 
llth dime, transmitting a list of questions counccted with the condition and 
administration of the provinces within my Consular jurisdieiion. 

1*0 these questions 1 beg to hand the following replies, according to the 
series of questions:— 

I si. A glance tit the map of European Turkey will show the importance ol 
the provinces of Rosalia and the HcrKCpovinc to Turkey, both on account of 
iheir extent and their geographical position. 
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Occupying a space of more than 8(H) square miles, of which 

is evnUc «» H.«e .ite ft "jjfg 

sates, it is of vital importance that the dements ol r^toace he oin L m (be 
provinces, and that the lands be occupied by a contented and byal,£ “? ?’ to 
what extent these elements nmv exist, and what dniigca endeavour to 
apprehend from the present condition ot l ho pro 1 ! mcos, ' 

setfortln ^ iiuUilic)n thj , two provinces may be roughly estimated at 
1,200,000, divided us follows :— 


Mussulmans 

Catholics 

Belonging t□ the Greek Church 


490,000 

100,000 

550,000 

l ,200,000 


The Mussulmans, like die ChpMiaE, belong *'■ TT - il f 

ny™ 1463 to 1650 die ISosniaU Mussulmans enjoyed nil lie pmilt-c. ol 
feuMsm. Sincerely attached to their religion they resperted ^ SnlUn a. 

| 1WU L J,„t aB their temporal Sovereign they bore him no afteclioii, 

looked and still look upon the T«rta ***'*?«* the Bramahs have 

Thi< statement seems to he contradicted by the tact that, the Bu. uiaab 

Ur the ihenners of the ,*«$;bM “ife 
uiwnvi; I'ondiE ional that is. they lent their aid on condition that none 111 11 
lirivilccES 4ould be invaded, and that they should continue to govern Bc^imi 
SSi Chiefs. The Porto submitted to toe*S 

iiitroihiced rdorms.^ HeraqjoS^po may be said to h«§ ta» h* tributary 

Mfc, W l.o, r fer the mere 

nominal sopcriutcndoncc of u Praha named by 

ton Sundjaks, and about Kill Other individuals nujdiaitc i ^ l 

resist Urn Government. lie aboMed the corwle Mdldm S,»h, g*^| 

. M i ( i Pnm ]\SA about *2,000 fio&maks into tlic regular auiiy. ine im 

fi f$tan the conscription utodoood, ju^be 

relocated laws tv ere only put partially o™s.oaaUym toree. lb. M - 
minis kvcii to detect, at once perceived tips weaklier, anu mey naic 

nffiSBBSBU * m ®f• «r“ 5 itlSS SSt 

Lv a neoplc they considered inferior to themselves, the BwMU U} \ 
hidepeffico, ami if they cQulrlovcrcome tlieir mUiplhy Lo the: bu» ian>, 
\ mv i lin d ou bt they would join them to expel the L urks. .. . , 

The 1 1 Ed red of the Christians towards the Bosmak Mussubnaus is intense. 
Duihi- a period of nemJv 300 years ihey ivert* suhjcekA to much oppression 
mi \ omoltv. For tlunn no oilier law hut the caprice of their musici t, , 

hi tlic belief that the direct administration ol the I mtu would inalen ) 
, ril d o a th .sititm, they were induced, in 1850 to l#d My 
?a Omcr pX, and to their aid must be attributed the rapid success o' the 
TurkNli arms* Their hopes were disappointed. IlinUbcy v,crc buu..hted j; 
tl fc^ IX L be no doubt, bat the extent did not nearly come m> to 
their exi'cctjitiun. They saw, with delight, the extinction of t^eSpahi 
an a rtf t|ie corvee, but the imposition of new and heavy taxes, the grow p-eculn- 
lirm of ibe emnloyds sent from Constssiitimqde., and the du mauds of tbc army* 
i-n i (hcnivith diBiii®oimment and dismay, and, with these causes forcomplaiu 

riwou forgottem Their hopes had 

raised lilKb to he qrudly disappointed; their pecuniary position was aggravated, 

while their social position was but BligktW improved. p , 

A they expend A Am tunc at Ike tads 

ilk-, mini filed them ereallv, and impressed them with the hopU^u .i* «i 
real hendits iVmu the 'Turks; they were disarmed* while tho 
MussulnShB who tad oppowd the Government wow iionpilted to reu.m Itaic 


firiuu. 


qtaiwin cimiH’l now he eiinied on u openly ns formerly, hot it must not 
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be supposed that, bc< m w B the Govern muni employes do not generally appear as 
ifie oppressors, the Christians are well treated and protected. A certain 
impunity, for which the Government must be rendered responsible, is allowed to 
the Mussulmans. This impunity, while it does not extend to permitting the 
Christians to be treated as they formerly were treated, is so far unbearable and 
unjust in tli at it permits the Mussel mans to despoil them with heavy exactions. 
False imprisonment* arc of daily occurrence. A Christian has but a small 
chance of exculpating himself when his opponent is a M rues u I man. 

Christian evidence, us u rule, is still refused, 

Christians arc now permitted to possess real property, but the obstacles 
which they meet with when they iitteippt to acquire it. are so many and vexatious 
Unfit very tew have as yfet. dared to brave them. 

Such being* generally speaking, the course pursued hv the Government 
reward*. the Christians in the capital of the province where 1 Sic- Consular Agents 
of the different Powers reside and can excrete some degree ol control, is tuny 
easily he guessed to what extent the Christians, in the remoter districts, suffer 
who era governed by Mudirs generally fanatical and unacquainted with the 
taw. 

The contiguity of the Herzegovina and Bosnia to Dalmatia and Slavonia 
hits naturally hr ought the two provinces under the notice of Austria. She is 
intimately acquainted with their t'csourccs—slu* is aware that their possession 
would give; her an influential voice in the Kush The disorganized state of the 
Turkish administration gave her hope Riat they might be acquired through a 
revolt of the inhabitants; she was active in preaching a crusade against the 
Turks; her efforts did not meet with success. Sue Inis, however, ire fur 
pined her point in rendering the two provinces profitable to her alone, 

Russia, as the bend Of the Slave family, entered into a system of intrigue 
against the Turks three years ago. Through the Consular and uLher Agents 
she I ms sent to these Provinces, she has been preaching Slnve union and Slave 
freedom; and she is, 3 have no doubt, secretly organizing a system of resistance 
among the orthodox Christians winch will end either in a general revolt, when 
good lenders are found, or in Turkey being obliged to retire from the country 
from inability to support the expense of maintaining tier position. 

Servin is new joining in the struggle, but 1 look upon ber nfld upon 
Montenegro as agents of Russia. 

1 1 l 1856, Bosnia and the Herzegovina were held by six battalions of 
Infantry and about HOD Irregulars. In IB5B, the discontent evinced by the 
people, and the Hostility of Montenegro, obliged the Porte to raise her forces 
to seventeen Jjattalkuis and 5,000 Irregulars, '1'liis year the Mussulman populn* 
lion has been called to arms, and the army is raised to twenty battalions. 

Even r his Imposing force ennnot maintain odeHie frontier districts of 
the Heizegovina arc almost independent; district* hitherto loyal havo this year 
joined the revolt, the Servian from Icr is threatened by bands of volunteers, and 
the Montenegrins, pass into the Herzegovina and plunder with impunity. 

2. The population of the two Provinces (Beauin and the Herzegovina) is 
estimated at I ,£OO f OOT a*follow*:—Mussulmans, 490,000; Catholics, IGO,U00; 
Greeks, &c., 650,000, 

3. The Mussulmans are almost all proprietors; the Christians ore engaged 
in trade and in agriculture. 

4. Christians are permitted hy law to possess landed property, but Die 
diIliailtius opposed in |bdr acquinng arc bo great that lew hiivu sij- yet dared to 
face, them, As far as the mere purchase goes, no difficulties are inode—u 
Christian can buy and take possession ; it is when he has got his bud into order, 
or when (he Mussulman who has sold has overcome the peeiuiiawd|pjeultics 
which com]idled him to sell, dial the Chi-ialbm feels the heiplc-ssnuss of lib 
position tind iho insincerity of the Govcnitmnt. Steps are then taken hy the 
original proprietor, ur some relatives of h eh, loieelamt the land from the Christian, 
gein-nilly on one of the following pleas; that the original owner not being soli? 
proprietor hud no right to sell; that the ground being *' merarih, 1 ' or grazing 
ground, could not be sold ; thnt the deeds of 1 riiuslt i being defective the Bale 
Had not been legally made. Under one or other of these pleas fbo Christian is 
in nineteen eases out of twenty dispnssessed. mid he may then deem himself 
fortunate if lie gets buck the price he gave. Few, a very lew, have been able to 
obtain justice; bill ! must sny that the majority of these owe (Heir good fortune 


not to the justice of their cause, hut to the influence of s0rae p0V 

wta ?u l H h,°Ttrtts 

5, Christians can oxcreisc trades in towns 1 

Mussulmaiib. , ehrisSari villages are generally miserably 

0. The Christian peasants in tbcGhmt ^ ^ gTt but lh , labourers 

off, working land whieii doe* not help^g Wropriutc the lion's abftre of 

Of the proprietors, win), with rare ^ f ? ^ wcnf \ji thteir own land, and 
the harvest The Mussulman peasants Lencj II) ^ thuSC Mussulman* 
having only Government taxes o p.i> ■ ^ Christians^ 

Slabouroil the lands of "*'*** 'V 

7, Christian evidence m t u - J " . l re f cri gice to tiie Mebkemcb. 
rule it is refused, cither directly rre 1, , - ^ J ^ Mussulman 

rou">.t it would take tim " bettor off now than it was twenty 

S. The Christum population ^ social differently administered, 

or ten years ago. SOf b ««• i <•*» 

are still extended over then - gen 1 , ( ; (>r their landlords; hut 

ooo.it is true, tliov had «<> la- be to ruin iMp 

their tandlonfc. -ell aware «"* *« ' l fS th , fl . uits ,rf their labour then *? 

albu-ed to their landtag «W* <“* and " ,e ’ r 

tan hope to copy if™ aStL1 l ! ■ * 

*n m Mrs 1—« *• ® f 

**, w * s. ..r■«** 

e „081 emooot of favour from the 0o S*^™ r 'S l .’icontrary, I am of opinion that 

10. Though ! have heard asrarboos 1^ cxcu ,ptj 0 n tax to cutcniig the 

the Christians g^nillv woulll prefer P‘ t0 ()l , mte a on thi Christians 

military strviee; this tax, .('.nalk within its influence as long as they do 

iilore. tins Mu&sulmane sbouid be cgiuii . 

not lirovide their lor the an*}. ^ te obtained from Crnistnu- 

11 . To construct n chuyeb n nirm ^ | n tranatnittitig this, 

tinopM opposing their erwtio»- . The Christians 

1 havo not beard ot tlie «ovirnnM-m I, ic ij,&ns cereirBnicS. 
ure occasionally, but rarely, dis t '^ e of Muasutuian 

13. Case;rf , SSUfc. ^ « «***« 

but for these the Gwara-to Vtuanne rare t but while tm,.«mtv,s 

Porte mv themselves hv,^ rally «*«— 3 «« 

Kmeni ^ l considered 

«■ ?^r«rofw"»hs oemjtMn must he aUnhttlcd to 

»■ wa». <*%^±s ess 

ZSSSBmStct^-i - W*““>■ 

injustice against ihe l liriitiaus. nroeress and good govornmont- 

■ Tl,« Medjiises arc «iva«aM> ] c(10silkv moat urgent. As at 

Hi. Au entire remodelling of c TKts „f ,hc L’rovinees, nor the 

present constituted they reptma* neithct c sdecled from amous the 

rss 'zs&xsz s, i -*«*• “ I— 

*Jft!3SSS S‘» “-fft - srJS;»—. 

St ' At »dwt « Mcdjlisenmhn.es m toll anided by the most 

-w f* “#l ^ 01,8 “ i,! ' r,cr 
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£>i their duties: their attributes should, therefore, he drcuraecrzbecL and their 
functions properly defined. 

[ venture now to offer an opinion as to the mode in which the Medilises 
shun Id he farmed, J 

fit the firet place, the- elective principle should he introduced. 

liosnid is divided into six Sandjnks, governed bv Kdmakams. 

Jiy the SEindjFiks t he members of the ItidjM-Kebir, or Chief Commit of the 
province, holding its sittings ut Hosim-Scmi, should bo elected. 

X T em-|y two-thirds of the population is Christian. It is therefore absurd to 
suppose th&tjf ten or twelve Mussulmans are required to represent the interests 
td the minority, two Christian members nre sufficient to represent the interests 
<>( the majority, 1 should therefore propose Hint, each Saiuljnk nominates two 

1 'i. ,: ",! ' Uil - ^ h* * flttd one Mussulman; ami, in (Lie same manner, encii 
Mudiriikoi sufficient importance should elect two members to form the Mcdilises 
of the simdjuks, J 

TJie members should be elected by the respectable portion of the inha¬ 
bitants, a process which could very easily he curried out. They sEsmild he paid 
Hy their constituents salaries adequate to'tlicit- position; the funds for doitn; this 
to he realised by a tax, 

I Jic followinJ would, 1 think, he found a fair scale of remunetratioii ■ For 
the twelve members of ihc Medjlis of Roetia*Serai (six Musselmans and six 
Uu istians), a salary of 1 fi,OOf) piastres a-jw each. For thy Medjltses of the six 
handjuk, the inemheL-s to be paid 10,000 piastres each n-y?ar, 

it would he advisable for the Mudjlis of Hosna-Seini to have an Agent at 
Unstaiitinqpfo, through whom it could make representations to tlie Supreme 
Govorin im-nL. Tins Agent might receive u Ary of 00,000 piastres a-year. 

'I itc entire charge upon the province for main tabling mid paying the 
I ravelling expenses of members would not exceed 700,000 piastres a-year for 
l>o$tiia, equal It) a tax o| about Lx 3 .VA per head oil the population. 

12u - members .should be n|ij)oinl^l for tl period not exceeding two years- 
mid no ! ne i n I km* should be eligible a second time without at least one iieriqd 
intervening, 1 

fhe Qapruon would naturally he the Presidents of the Mcdihses: and 
^ nil measures would l>c carried bv vole, the Presidents would have the cast in" 
vote. & 

' J1 “ llL*djlises should, however, be quite independent of the Governor mid 
should ,ur mcnpahlc of dismissal during their fixed period of service, 

1 7. [ am certainly of opinion that the Medjfe should he deprived of their 
jmheinl fnm: I ions, and tribunals should be created to try criminal and civil suits, 
A I lit i mud should also be established for petty suits, 

I Icnv these tribnmds should he composed J in state Lo sav. The question 
us one i.f such importance and diljMty that! do mil foci justed in offering 
:ui opinion, l can only sav, that if honest, able men could bo found nt Cousinn- 
Irnople to till the position of Judges and Mugistmtea, no time should be lost in 
simmug inlunTy establish Courfa. Ihc best method of forming these ! fourth 
would be gradually developed, 

A Criminal Court was established in Mqstar in 1857. It was composed of 
n h-f:«idi'iit seal from Constantinople and a Council of six,—two Greeks two 
Cmhotics, and two Mussulmans, * 

This tribunal existed for two years. During this period only one or two 
.gpswfu disposed of, though the prisons were full of persons twilling trial 
I his lii-ftucecss must he attributed to the inexperience of the bWufom who was 
u very young man, 

. IS, ( jortyeision of males to the Mussulman religion is rare, i have nui 
during my residence in this country* heard of ono ease of comijuleorv conve/ 
sioit. 

1EJ. 1 he conversion of females Is common, but coin pulsion is nor frequent I v 
u&i-d to effort I his ; and, when attempted, 1 must in justice say the Government 
gviu-hiMy inter fores. A case iti point ejeemred only a lew days ago. A Turk 
eai'i'icd oil a voung Gntholit: girl, mid endeavoured to compel her to objure her 
lauii prior to lus marrying her. The girl wm recovered by the authorities and 
restored to Iter home; and Osman lAisbu assures me lhat the Turk will be 
(Mini died, 
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In ocarlv every Mussulman hm.au in these pro*, tiers one o t v , Imv 
gills are to be fowl lidding the position of grants, rhey |e « 
very young, grow up in tlio family, bv whom they ore kindly treatod,; ' « 1 ^ 
frequently'' etui by voluntarily changing their faith and marrying 

20, la reply to this question, i have only to say that, in iwWitton. to. tin 

changes already pointed out, honest Governors and hmiest emp’".5 ^ 
tivclv miuircdi Possessed of these, the operations of Government would■ b _ 
CoJtobly facilitated : but while corruptioii is the rule and tU -exoepti 

—while no'i-eepotisibiUtv exists—while pumsbreent does not. follow cium, 
hope of improvement U Imp^iblo, and Justice is out ; u 

21, In addition to the changes already indicated m tl c Adtmm, t uu . . 
tbm-ough revision of llie taxes is required, The lanfottl-aiuUcnant- hits ^ 
be revised and enforced i the resoarwao* the country slioold be developed j 
the construction of fowl* and the opening of the purr ot Kick. M-** 
MtiMulniQue to lame tracts of country now lying waste fihould he st.ueiiy 
examined and, if found untenable (which, in all pralwbility, would be the 
diSowed, and the lands sold for the benefit nt the State. Ibis meruit would 
bu vn-v bentsfidol to the Christian as many would then gladly become laud- 
owners. The functions of the Mchkeinch should he sluctly U'uiled to mere 
rdi'dons suits between Aiuteu%mis ( and the ifekun ^ ^# ld ,lut 
flpwviit.tMl to Iiflvc a voice in tlic Goveriuiicnt. 

F 22. Education is very much neglected. In Boana-Sei'iii there is only one 
seiuml for girls. It wus established two years ago through the miluenee ol ihc 
Russian Government, Tlio establishment of sdioub would ccrtiimly F 0 ™ 
salutary, The astern of edueftlmn in ihu boys echooU is very defective, 
i" llie entire lead4ng onusists onl y ot tins first mdun & nls. < ■ »vci iinni 
sJwote would probably he well attended if they were tree schools, and i.educa- 

*" MtVi» uu the JLl of uorniup u 

Chriian Vice-Governor by the side of the Turkish Governor j such vm Mp|iumt- 
[uciit Hindu be beneficial or it uiigbt be very diaastmua. I he recoiistvuHmn of 
the Mcdjiis oil the plan set forth in my answer to ibe Ibth question would, I 

think do awav with the necessity of audi a fundifipary. 

04 Foreign agency line' been, and still \s, at work to produce foscotsfant uw 
revolt ninofig the Christians, and year by ytar tlifa becoming more act.-.r ami 

° "^Tlie best, instances I can bri& forward in exemplification lire, the P'^nnil- 
cation of the Ruseian [lamplifot w the Hare question, u tfamlation ol which 
§Se forwarded by me to your Excullency, and the Letters found oi^ the hci-vmn 

A (rente catit lived m the Vfar^cgovina, . . r . 

"■ I fst |y, I lmve not heard of subjects of the lVfa in these prev uiccs obtaining 

riassnorts'frem Greece, and exchanging them for Russian puasporta, or <*\ 
obtaining passports from the Agents of other Towers, ^ 

[Signed) J AS, ZOilRAli. 


In closure 2 in No. 10, 

Acting Consul Zohrnh to Sir IL Hultecr, 

gjj, tlomut Strut, July 22, LStiO. 

TIIK replies embodied ih nvv previous deaputcb to thu questions contained 
in vour i'Aceltency s second eireuW of llie l llli June, expose in n great mc-Jisuro 
t|fo evils which oppttsS tfiife provinces, mid their remedies. It will now be my 
duty in obedience to your Excellency^ desire, to make «ome reiiiarkg on these 
,-vils' mid tn offer such suggestions us my experience may have pointed out. 

Tin* llutti-hmmiyquii, I can safely suy, prmtieally mnams a dead Letter. 
To whin extent tint Edict of Gull mud has been enforced, 1 nnimui exactly say, ns 
1 have not bv me a copy of it by winch to judge. 

Manv of the complaints of the llayahs do not come under that class ot 
irrievBiu i> which can be reached by the reforms whieli are required iti toimnuu 
bv the whole Empire ; they are peculiw to pi-ovinees, tmtl require jn-enluvi 












treatment, These grieVStoets have been long si nee brought to the notice of the 
Porte, smd firmans for their 1 its mediate removal have been issued, but in no 
instance have these firmans been acted upon* Thus the Christians have been 
led to suppose that the Porte is either insincere, and its promises Eire worthless, 
or tlmt ii has not the power to compel its subordinates to obey its commands. 

Wiib persons around them ready to take advantage of every ill-advised act 
of the Administration, of every promise broken* and of every act of oppression, 
to strengthen their arguments, that the Turk* will not grant reforms, and are 
determined to ruin them, is it surprising that the Christians should think, at 
length, of ihe only remedy apparently left to ihem— an appeal to arms? They 
*ut; the success which has extended rucIi efforts tit Scma, Greece, &o. r nud they 
naturally suppose that ft like attempt will produce el similar result. 

If properly investigated, it would he Ibutid that the complaints of the 
Christians directed principally against the servants of the Government, and 
the McdjlisE's, and to a much less evtenl against the Mussulmans: the Govern¬ 
ment would therefore incur but little danger in recognizing the justice of these 
complaints, and remedying them, us its chief opponents would be Its servants* 
The danger of neglecting them h already apparent. 

The complaints against the Mussulmans are not numerous, and iho most 
weighty one regards the unjust enactions of landlords, hut- against the lax- 
collectors, the Kuiimiksune, Minims, Mcdjliaaa, Cadis, utid the military, the cry is 
hitter and heartfelt. 

If Governors! and other employes conk! be found to put in force the rcgula* 
Lions which have been issued by the Government of those provinces, 1 realty 
believe there would be little left to complain of: but to arrive at this happy 
result is indeed difficult in a country where lmitcsty mid patriotism can, unfortu¬ 
nately, hardly be said to exist* Thus 1 do not hesitate to say that Bosnia and 
I lie Herzegovina, which ought to have been now prosperous* contented, and 
lieuueful, have been turned into discontented, disloyah poverty-stricken provinces 
through the liIIWorthiness of the Sultan's Lieutenants, and the gross misconduct 
of inferior employes, 

I have* &c, 

(Signed) JA& ZOHRAB. 


Consul Ca mpbi'll to Lord J- iiittseU.- iRwtwd Septejj$tr 11.) 

(No, 43.) 

My Lord; Hhodept August 18G0. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, for your Lordship's 
informal ion, copy of my answer lo a circular, under date of the bill instant, 
from I for Majesty's Aittbassadoi 1 at Constantinople tu Her Majesty's Consuls in 
Turkey. 

In the nape that your Lordship will approve of tlie manner in which 1 have 
answered bin ExedlcncGs circular, and of mv conduct in general* 1 have, &e f 

(Signed) ROBE RT G A M PBELL. 


Indus Lire in No. II 


Cwim! Campbell to Sir IL Ihtlmr. 

Jrit', Rhodes, August 29, l&tlO. 

IT was only yesterday that l had the honour to receive your Excel luuev’bi 
ciroutin' of the Gth instant, stilling your opinion that, on the whole, as el general 
rule, there is no deliberate intention or desire on Urn part of tho .Mussulman 
population in European AHrkey to assault (he lives or property of the Christian 
population ■ pointing oul the duties of u Consul; instructing me to eonumini- 
data tu the Embassy, in the shortest possible ttpncc of time, the condition of the 
distiict I inhabit, inn] the conduct and character of the functionaries who Ojo 
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placed there; the opinions expressed and the linn of conduct pursued by other 
Consuls; and net to fail to point out any cases where I think there is, through 
foreign agency or otherwise, an evident attempt to promote apprehension am. 
thereby favour disorder; and, finally., warning me that at tins crisis my com net 
will be duly watched, and your Excellency's opinion. respecting it, whether 
favourable or the reverse, communicated to Her Majesty $ Government. 

However much your Excellency may wish me to comply with your nistruL- 
tioQH, 1 am convinced it is not your intention I should follow them blindly, or 
that you intend to fetter my freedom of action. I take leave to observe, that 
although I have always striven, and shall continue to strive, by a eofoecicntimis 
discharge of mv public duties, to merit Hie good opinion of my sudors, never* 
thelc&s as mv Consulate is one of those particular places such as yom Excellency 
yourself considers Optional, to winch your general observations mm' no 
perfectly apply, and if it unfortunately happens that the hue of conduct 1 must- 
in consequence pursue should not meet your Excellency's approbation, I shall 
feel myself under the necessity, much as it will grieve me to act otherwise than 
instructed to do by your Excellency, to carry out fearlessly such measures 
firmly believing them to be right, us I may deem necessary for the protection ot 
the lives or property of Her Majesty’s subjects. At tho same time, 1 shall follow 
cheerfully your Excelkney’s advice to get Lit the bottom of a story, to uneomugu 
mv couiStrvmen to try to gain the confidence of the authorities, and otherwise 
abide bv vour Excellency's instructions as far as they can be earned out. 

As many of the details which your Excellency wishes me to couimumeatc 
to you have been already given in the despatches addressed by mo to your 
Excellency since the ^3rd duly lust, I shall not repeat their contiuits, hut only 
add that the line of conduct I have pursued since the beginning o the m»i$ has 
been Bitch ns to place me in the following position, which can be easily' e«er- 
ttuned cm a reference to my above-mentioned lute correspondence [with youi 

L,UL l"um on the most friendly terms with all the local authorities. The 
Governor, although ilk and receiving none of Hie foreign Consuls, never objected 
to Bce ^ or my Vice-Consul in hia harem. Ho Inis never refold me anytlung 
asked for the public good, but has always readily acted on my advice, and went 
bo far us Ui declare that lie was very glad il Her Majesty s ship Medina, c.n 
some other British vessel of war, should be stationed here always, ae Ilc consi¬ 
dered her to be a guarantee of safety for himself; and for every Mussulman m 
the place, against the ill-feeling of the Greek population. On the other hand* 
the foriten Consuls submit to me their grievances and apprehensions, and beg 
mv :L«i 3 tnnee when the,- consider it nocotenry; white the Europe*. ™1 1'™^. 
populations look to rnc tor protection in the event oi an outbreak on Hie part a\ 
the Mussulman population, or in consequence of some unforeseen event. 

i liope, therefore, there is nothing rcprehonpblo in the least m mj conduct, 
■is, tho effects thereof have been of allaying tite apprehensions of all parlies, and 
mn-haiw of securing the tranquillity of this island, under ei ream stances when the 
lives and property of the Christian part of the population seemed lo be in 

n ]|, conclusion. 1 do not believe there is in any European lb reign agency, 
hilv evident attempts to promote apprehension, and thereby to favour disorder, 
the line of conduct pursued by my colleagues being perfectly loyal, or among the 
Turkish authorities; but I do not think that the presence m Ibis islamcl ot 
certain Ottoman subjects of high rank, namely, the lute Cadi of Jeddah, who 
ii^pliciited in the massacre that tookp lace the to; ol AhduUKadflur, n Gtnel 
who took part in the ream! attempted insurrection at CoLiEftantinopfo; and flic 
iniiium ol' the lute Pasha of Beyrouti who, although no direct proofs exist that 
riicy sire intriguing to bring on a collision between the different races, are 
Strongly suspected,' from their former conduct, of so doing. 

Tliat the Greek part of the population would not commence n eoumd, \ 
nm convinced; hut 1 emuiot eay us mucli for the Mussulman* especially if the 
above-mentioned individuals should avail thumfidves uf the presence here ot 
Mussulmans fropi other parts of Turkey to coumience a disturbance* 

I have, ifcc. 

(Signed) ROBERT' CAMPBELL. 
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No. 12. 

OoruuJ Skene to Lord J. Russell:^-(Received September 23,) 


{No- a1,) 

My 3-ord, Aleppo, August 23, 1860. 

1 IIA\ I\ (he honour to Iiie1®o f according to Sir Heary Bidder's instructions, 
a c np) cf my despatch of August 20, addressed to Ids Excellency, in reply to his 


circular of June \ |. 


(Signed) 


I have, Sic. 


J. 1L SKENE. 


Indus lire Iji No. 32. 

Comal Skene to Sir If. Bnlmcr. 

^ Aleppo f August 20, I860. 

ON the 4th instant 3 had the honour of forwarding my replies to the 
Queries contained in your Excellency's circular of June 11, which had reached 
me only a few days previously, and yesterday I received, the other circular 
hearing the same date. I thus furnished what information I could without being 
aware of the motives, dictating the questions, and without being in possession of 
ihe valuable instructions conveyed by the other circular-. I shall, therefore, 
endeavour now to supply the deficiencies of my replies. 

Whatever may be the condition of the provinces of Bulgarin, Bosnia. and 
llurzegoviim, which your Excellency informs me is alleged by Russia to be 
deplorable, it is certain that in Northern Syria nothing of what is described 
exists. Indeed, in my mind, the almost total absence of crime of any hind is one 
of the most re murk tilde features of t Jiej conn try, and Ls not equalled in any part 
of Eurs>|K\ There have been, no doubt, conflicts between seels, su$h as the 
massacre of the Christians at Aleppo in 1850, nud those of Lebanon and 
Damascus this summer, but no impartial and dispassionate observer can class 
such incidents as inherent parts of the exists tag state of society. They arc 
rathei' the symptoms of the decline of a supremacy which burst nut in occasional 
recrudescence in proportion as the introduction of another social order becomes 
felt. i'bests things did not occur before the struggle commenced between 
absolute predominance and thu claim of equal rights. They prove, therefore, 
that a change U taking root in favour of the Christians, and not merely that 
they are oppressed by the Turks. 

Religious tolerance in pvofesjhd by the Government authorities in ibis 
province, and there is no practical violation of the principle of mv importance, 
[3 lists even been evinced recently in a very striking manner by Use Uteifift; 
Mussulmans insulting Christians in riiu streets having been scverelv rebuked by 
0i cm s mid some of the most re vend Inmums having ptibiiclv in thu mosques 
preached the equality before God of all mankind, as proved by quotations from 
the Koran* 

Husain has not as yet acquired much influence at Aleppo, her Consul 
having hitherto been merely an unpaid native Jew, not enjoying public cmiti- 
dcnets or esteem, Jl appears, however, that her attention has now been called 
to the subject, an a salary ha* been awarded to the Consul, and instructions have 
been received by him to have a Te Dettm cck-br;it«| with great pmnpin the Greet 
t’hureh on the Emperor's birthday, mid Consular festivities held mi that occasion 
at tlie expense ul Imh Government, One or two suspicious-lot driug characters 
have (duo uppt&rcd here, culling themselves Russian priests, but acting mid 
dicesing in ll very unclerical fasbEon, In Syria, moreover, there is no Slavonian 
population to work upon, ami the Greek Church forms trio small a umiurity 
amongst the t 'liristiuns to offer a wide field for thu labours of political emissaries* 
Money, valuable present*, rich sacerdotal vestments, and sacred utensils, arc 
i imstanUv received tram Russia by her co-rcligfoiii^tH lure, but her in 1 hit i ice 
does not prevail in this purl of the Ottoman dominions, althougb her wish to 
increase!), and even to sow discord amongst the drill rcnl Hiisre* ui ilu pupil lm 
lion, is suilicicntlv apparent not to admit of a doubt. 


Vour Excellency expresses the beliel that it is an ^xaggcraUon^to enutend 
that things 3U'c in a much worse state than, under the circumstance*, iih,; 

view of the case is fully corrohomted by my “P”* 6 ”'at 
years passed in the provinces of both European and Asiatic ^ ^ 

ktaUmtioopIc. lit, it. I»WH tl'is -rtCDWrt. 1 J« "ere 

tonmvc a great exaggeration to have ousted in Hie expectations which were 

entertained^ rf ^ prcamt Sultan a If Goiliint 

an improved svsten, of governmeet wi. inaugurated hy the Mtrt «f 
More,? think, wax expected from the reform than was "J^W**** 
of the cornier, which was generally estimated on.the en<xt«ni‘ jM? “W>“™ 
appearances in the capital, while the pr^ocex by 

] n the carcc r of i m provument. UI a % ices oi v no oi aic i - > 

iinmediiitely under the eye or n well-mlentioBed Sovcrogo «d 
the vigilance of foreign Representatives to watch over thu. Ukrife * he' « 
to ,.2st or to oxnose weakness. Sumo advance m the Wine direction nos 
doubtless been made also in provincial administration, but it is far 
the ex i. ectatioos of those who believed in the ngaiairtim of the Ottoma. 
Empire. I consider the reasons of disappointment to be that the p<«*w*tt 
indeed bv the capital, that the capability of the former to lective .e 1 * 

overrated", and that the measures adopted wore not. in harmony with thmr actual 
condition. What lias been effected | the way of improvement_ta»J_>>“)■ 
tinwevor ho less than under the cirenmstftlces might lie expected. I or h |r ™ct 
«•« *W« 1 -I"*** beg to -hu. to my rep - 

to V our Excellency's queries, in which 1 have endeavoured to point out wlmt l 
^“d as Hu: flaws in‘the existing system of provincial government and then 

possiWe remedi^ information on the condition of the Rayah 

dMta, ^d on what points the intentions of the *fa» can he earned out 

in my to yonr g^gg* 

Inl’mEy the tnuiecmam now es that of the Mussulman, was twenty year. 

a "°’ TtlC i political education of the Satan* Christian subjects has math: hut 
i; tttc prLresE, and a violent change would find them sadly in amnr oj \ w 

nlSW ream'd them as being prepared for ^Rjgvernmenl. Nf |? 

a L Lhrti the infcentmnHof the Sultan have much chance of being carried out at 
n || llTK i either time nr opprtunity allowed for maturing - t ho ndvajitagci o! ^hich 
the Seeds were sown bv lie Edict of Gulhtim? mid the J-lfttti-llumijyouua 

A lone residence in the Turkish proving^ must produce the conm on 
1 hllt future existence of their Christian inhabitants will not pask^fiboui 
sudden smd fortuitous events which may mould the will of mflucntml l owul-s n 
tlir- Lunrenl necessity of the circum^tinces, Strong measures may he .Ldapud 
w cnnecqucace. But previsions, however sagndoii^ ifflJ ww}' | ' 

am i i| ie St skilful vomhimitas may have effects widely dillcimir hnm Uiei 
uSfonlhkTa country where the diversi.ic. and intnObeta of S oe,a intriv^ are 
prembiai. Tl.ua ulriMn feud on Mount tad,anon and « > ‘ f “" 

L rvurioscus produefl an liUervciumti. Ennict aenda the principal land ulvi, 
TJie Cbristian Luulation u divided and subrdivtdcd intoroligioua d^ponainajmiw, 
g jffiS Other. The French have m, mucked und oxelnatvo 
sympathy 'for ilia Roman Catholic*. The prirathood of tliM P™ 1 ^ ] 
maintains an ovganized persecution of the Greek, Amicman, Jacnlnte, * t 
Rreli-hinni eluuehcs* Tltese eommuuitics will, therefore, lie yu-ou-ctcil, 11 & tme, 
^•&« ll |mans J who favour no Christo ^ in pavt^to, 1, ‘T- 
lj t , t-suostd to all the overbearing arrogance of the 1'roach ‘ Jt tlia ;| 1 . 
t r ov LneciaUv nvotocL The Mussulmans, too, will be cxoapemtctl n - 

t ILLLstious by’lfis kind of prbteetion conferred on a jiorlion oi toth and Hiohu 
c S3C3u htitate ihcm. sfill more by riivir m^foneo when thu, prok-utud. 
Ui^vmic>n in the comiti-y wilI be more firm!y estebllehed, 1 nstiiad c - 11 bt l]aug Bu. 

! Population to qualify itself for future beneficial change^ t uotee urn, 

stoui Im murt vendor it loss fit than ever to hold a 

more advifsitagedus position, y 
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Ah far as uiRtcrial prosperity is concerned, Syria wit! certainly gain by a 
foreign intervention. Great Britain will also derive considerable profit there- 
Ji'tMi). Trade will increase with the introduction of a new element of civilization, 
requiring a larger amount of importation. But Syria is not like Greece whose 
population, without having augmented, draws twenty times the amount of 
manufactured goods from England than the t’asEialie of 1 to amelia and Morea 
did, pnd cun derive the full benefits of the development of commerce by a 
perfect unity of faith and nationality, Syria, on the contrary* will become 
the prey of religions factions and national enmities which must Impede nil 
progress, 

Besides this, the French are universally detested in Syria by the Mussul¬ 
mans; and 3 fear that their contemptuous and aggressive deportment will, when 
their influence becomes paramount, produce contllets wit!i the Turkish authorities 
us well as with the Mahometan population, and embroil also the functionaries of 
other powers in endless difficulties j which result® must entail certain injury on 
the interests of the Ohrintiaos m general* including even those whom the French 
especially Protect, Oriental nations tire apt to be impressed by dictatorial 
demeanour, and certainly nothing is omitted here to convey the desired impres¬ 
sion, French exigencies are usually yielded to by the Turkish authorities, but 
the humiliation of doing so rankles within, and finds a vent m chicanery towards 
the Christ' ! us, and the other European ftmctumaricE whose less; imperious 
conduct is ascribed to weakness- 

An incidental event will, therefore, in all probability* give an unfavourable 
turn to the condition of the Christians in Syria* and render them more liable to 
suffer detriment in tlie next crisis awaiting them. 

It may be objected that <d|§Dhite preservation of life renuj^eA an interven¬ 
tion : to (fits I would reply that it is so* when men like Kiiorsheetl Pasha of 
Beyrollt, and A limed Pasha nf Dgtriuuwus, are entrusted with the government of 
Provinces; but at Aleppo, where nn equal,if not n greater,likelihood of Mussul¬ 
man violence existed, the dictates of common prudence ami fidelity wore 
followed, ami no lijsnnrcctionary movement has taken place. 

I Ice! persuaded that the best prospect for the Christian population of 
Turkey is to in: ibund in the amelioration of Turkish provincial administration, 
more particular']y us regards the selection of Governors and reform of the 
Councils, with a complete cessation of special protection by Consular authorities* 

:tnd great forbearance on the part of Europe towards the Porto on any emer¬ 
gencies which may arise- 

Without being too sanguine on the subject* it appears to me that it would 
be no very arduous task to promote the prosperiiy of Syria. With security of 
life and property for the agricultural classes* und the establishment of justice in 
l ho towns, it would soon become one of the most flourishing of the Suit tin's 
possessions, Perfect salubrity of climate, u great extent ol fertile plains, a 
sufficient number of rivers avid smaller streams for irrigation* with a patient, 
frugal, and industrious peasantry, m\ active and intelligent trading community, 
leave little wanting to confer on Syria u degree of wdiUra hitlu’rio unknown, 
A ratio nn I mode of treating 1 1 he iruportnm question of t.% nomadic tribes; the 
repression of corruption euhL extortitfn on the part of the local magnates; tin- 
admissiou of tire Christians to a larger share in the administration. of public 
affairs; the purification and reoi^Eini^LLtLoii oJ the tribuiuils - the encouragement 
of education ; and a more equitable policy ou the part of some European Powers 
and E heir Agt-nta. seem to me reforms of a practicable realisation, rmd their 
bcitic-licnrtl eflbcts cannut be called into question. lu my ivpfies to your Kxecl- 
lency's qu cries 1 ventured to enurtienite the measures which 1 humbly consider 
calculated ft) attain those ends. 

1 mu sure your Excellency wishes to have opinions (rankly stilted* in order 
ihut they may Ire duly silled, and appreciated utcoi'ding to their merits and 
demerits ; itud I therefore hope I may be held excused if l have too freely 
given utterance to UuMiu emtio notions on u subject the consideration of whicli 
may not strictly form part of a Consul's attributes. 

AVitli respect to the Fiwincml Councils, on which your Excellency dcsircH 
ilmr clie Lkmauls should furnish tire results of their observation* 1 have nothing 
in adit to the remarks contained in my despatch of the -fih of August. 

I pu-Himie riant the final instruction in your Ififcrdltmey’s circular, namely. 
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to give informiition to the Grand Vixier on bis tour of inspection* will equally 
apply to Puad Pasha in Syria, and J shrill be ready to fulfil it in so fi vr 0s hen 
within my power, 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) J. II- SKENE. 


No, 13. 

Fife-Consul Mayers to Sir 11. Buhner. 

Sir, Rustclmkt Juhj 2, 1860- 

THERE is a general belief prevailing here that, the Russian emissaries who 
art stud to abound in this province* brides the various other means they 
employ in creating amongst the Bulgarians an ill-feeling against the Turks, 
have a certain number of brigands in their pay- whom they send about in all 
places to trouble the country ; and the acts of violence committed by them are, 
by certain ill-informed or burl-intent ioned journals* interpreted ilh oppression of 
the Christians by the Turks. 

It cannot certainly be denied that it is indispensably necessary for the 
Forte to reform the existing administration in this province, but it is evident 
that her neighbour ia using various machinations in order to mine in Europe a 
crusade against the Turks, and ultimately to derive from it either territorial or 

other advantages, , 

"Hie Grand Vizier, during iris stay In this town, catted all the principal 
inhabitants of the various classes and denominations to appear before him, and 
asked them to bring any complaint they may have to make cither verbally, or, 
if they were afraid of being denounced to tho local authorities, to do so in 
writing, assuring them that their communications would bo received with tho 
greatest secresy. 

I am told that upwards of 100 individuals availed themselves of the liberty 
rims given to them by his Highness- and addressed to tho Grand Vizier letters 
of various descriptions* but not onu of them was of a nature lls to indicate that 
(here existed any ill-feeling amongst the Turks against the Christian population, 
or any tendency, mi the. part of the Osmanlis, to oppress the Rayahs. They 
weir different kinds of complaints against private individuals, such as crime daily 
In any country before any magistrate- and that, these have remained unattended 
In till now* is entirely owing either to the unsettled character ol the Pasha or the 
ill composition of the Medjlis, peril ups lu both. 

13is Highness has done everything that could be done during the thirteen 
days he remained in this town. An hour after Ins arrival he was engaged in 
investigating the state of tlife police, and where he found it necessary he intro¬ 
duced such reforms as are likely to render that branch of the administration 
more efficient for the future. 

Four Turks and one Bulgarian have been tried* convicted of murder, ami 
executed during bis HighngBs’s stay here, which produced a favourable 
impression upon the people in general, seeing that measures were taken to rid 
the country of these troublesome fellows. 

In everv town where he passed he caused nil ihe cm ploy dB of the Govern¬ 
ment to appear before him und Ftpoko to them in language winch made every one 
tremble; and few of them have been spared from being called robbers- thieves* 
and other like expressions): bul what most astonished them was to hear him 
say that* in tho eyes of the Bolton, there was nu difference between Turk and 
( 1 1ll'll tiah. ** 1 have the power to hang or to send you to the galleys, eu id I know 
that you aii: guilty* but 1 snare you (Lis time—lake cure for the future- Woe 
to hjin against whom I slum receive any complaint E 1 ' With these and many 
tither similar warnings he sent them away* Etdinonisbing them, at the risk of 
their lives and properties, to behave themselves well in future* 

With regard tu the abuses carried on by tho farmers of the revenues, and 
which. 1 may say, was the principal, perhaps the only, burden under which both 
peasantry ami proprietor were groaning, as your Excellency enjoined tni* to 
communicate my ideas frankly to the Grand Vizier, 1 have not hesitated to 
Ijj-jng before Ins Highnes^e notice the manner in which these individuals were 








<:ai vying On their l rude, On their arrival in the district they at once endeavoured 
to bribe tbu Kfiimakam. or Mrcdir* find, straafce to say,they invariably succeed in 
that. Ontc this effected they proceed to the different villages, entering into 
every house, and writing down i|ie number of cattle every peasant possesses, 
and generally a* well the numbers df lhose who possess neither power nor 
influence to defend themselves* never hesitating to put down twelve head whgjji 
he finds only t ight. Six weeks or two months later he again makes his appear- 
ancc to receive payment. The poof peasant, when he hears the number tor 
which he fins to pay* begins by remonstrating* but all Ins lamentations are in 
vain—it. is written down, and the Kiumakani or Mudir enjoins him to pay it. 

His Highness told rue that he would pay particular attention to that ; and 
I am now given to understand that he did so. 

Henceforth, there will be a sort of small tribunal established in every 
village, consisting of four [numbers,—the Priest of the village, the Much tar, the 
Tebnnurii, and tlie Tchmltfidji. These four individual (the first mid last being 
always Christians) will have to accompany the tax-gatherer or farmer of the 
revenues to the house of the peasant, where the rnimjcr of the cattle, &c. f will 
he written down in a book, attested by the signatures of theic four officials and 
by 1 he peasant himself. It. is therefore to be Imped that such control over the 
farmers dl the revenues will put his cud to one of the greatest evils the peasantry 
were suffer!sig from till now. 

Whether the reforms his Highness is uow introducing will produce a 
permanent good in tiiu province will depend entirely upon the choice of the 
Porte of (lie person 1o bo placed at Hie head of the Government here, Let her 
put a Governor with liberal ideas, great energy, arid of a pure character* mid 
(lie labours of the Grand Visder will have the desired etfeel. If, again, the 
Government is to remain in the hands where it is now, I fear that, in a short 
time, every improvement which Ins Highness is now endeavouring to introduce 
into the administration will he buried in oblivion, mid Hie ancient, system 
brought once more into action. And here, again. I considered it itty djity to 
tell the Grand Vizier* that although 1 thought the present Governor to he a 
most honourable and worthy old gentleman, yet, to my idea, he did not possess 
the qualities required in nn administrator of one of the most important 
provinces of Turkey in Hu rope. 

ilis Highness condescended to agree with me entirely on that point, and 
told rag in confidence, that he had made up his mind not lu leave hurt here, 
“But" said he, “if l send him away now, they will appoint, at Constantinople, 
an other to replace him, and perhaps tile choice will full upon one much worse 
than he is. It is better, therefore, that he should remain till I get buck; and, 
as I have now seen sufficiently of thy country to know whut. sort, of person is 
required (o watch over the proceedings of the employ us, who have sunk into a 
degree of depravity that only an iron sceptre can awake them to a *eiisc of 
honesty and uprightness, I sbtill Lake care to send them such an individual.” 

I hope to succeed in, obtaining a copy of the original Memorandum oE the 
various reforms, to be introduced in the province, left by (he Grand Viator with 
the Itaha ibr immediate execution* and which 1 shall transmit by next Saturday 1 * 
post, 

I have, &lj, 

(Signed) S. MAYERS. 


No. 14* 

CVmmi Holmes to Lord J. RtmelL—* Received August "22.) 

(Nt>. l I5.) 

My Lord* iJo.s'rta Swin, 10, 1850, 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship Hint I find tip position of 
olinb'fi in this province to be most unsatisfactory* lire opinion being generally 
prevalent thul, without some powerful inter vent ton, Bosnia and IforzugQvmn 
may Hoon witness scenes similar to those which have lately horrified Europe in 
Syria. 

Hi'piji'ts are continually arriving litre of massacres of Christians in different 
].laves, which, if untrue, servem least to show the e^tiating excitement uiuUlarui. 
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On the night of the 6th the Fcrik Pasha commanding the troops here left 
tills suddenly by post, taking with him Ids son and a few attendants. J he Vnh 
Paslin. declared that, he had merely proceeded to the Servian frontier to inspect 
the troops and defensible positions in that direction * as. several inroads had lately 
been made hy bodies oi' Servian volunteers. This sendee* however, did not scum 
to dill for a sudden and, us it were, secret* departure at midnight, mid the 
explanation of the Pasha was looked upon as an evasion of the truth. J ho next 
day a rumour was spread abroad lb at some twenty Christians had been th&ss&c rod 
at'Gtadiskn, in the district of Banjaluka, by the Turkish population. his 
excited great alarm here. The authorities were said to have dun led the truth ot 
the report, but its coincidence with the departure of the herik threw^suspicion 
on their sincerity. My colleagues here considered that it highly important 
that wc should be truly informed on the subject, and ofiidal applications were 
made from all the Consulates to the Pasha to learn the truth. His Excellency 
was solemnly warned aw to the responsibility he would incur eh deJjgKUlg us hi a 
matter which might, perhaps, involve the lives of thousands ; but. he insisted 
that the report was entirely an invention. He manifested, however* much 
uneasiness as to the future. The details of the lute horrible occurrences in Syria 
are adding to the excitement already prevailing. Inroads by volunteers Irom 
Rervia arc constantly repented; and the Pasha says that a force huger than 
hitherto collected is being mustered on the frontier. Mussulmans and Christians 
are discontented, and the latter alarmed: the troops are tu arrears, Skid* for 
other causes, Eire hardly to be depended on. And when* on the occasion ol my 
official visit to the Pasha* f asked his Excellency if he had any hope that t he 
Turkish Government Would be able to restore tranquillity to these etjunines, lie 
shook his head and declared that matters would be touch worse before they 

could ho bettor. * . . . ,, ... 

i believe that tny colleagues of France, Russia, ami Austria are all writing 
lo their respective Governments as to the propriety of some arrangement with 
Turkey to secure this province from the disasters which have happened in 

Syria. T . . 

I have, Sec, 

(Signed) W. R, HOLMES. 


No. 15, 

CWid Campbell to Lord J. Russell — (Reteieed August 27 ♦} 

(No. 39;J 

Mv Lord. Jf/Wes, August 13 s 1800. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which 1 
have addressed, this day, to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, 
reporting the measures of precaution adopted at Suio to preserve the public 
tranquillitv in that island. 

1 have, Ike. 

(Signed) ROBERT CAMPBELL. 


luclosuro in No. 15. 

Cotttfui Campbell to Sir H. Bulwer* 

g^ r JUotfctf* Avgust 13, I860. 

' MR. VICE-CONSUL CHARLES BIL10TT1*of |oio* writes to isounder 
date of the 8th instant, that the Christian part of the population there* in conse¬ 
quence of the recunL events In Syria, were under the apprehension that the 
massacre* which took place in the island in the years 1821 and 1820 would be 
renewed, or that the Bazaar, which to built of wood, would bu burnt and 

plundered as in 1850. . 

Mr. Biliotti having represented the agitated stole of ihc. public mind to the 
It aimak am of Scio, he gavn orders* in conjunction with the MedjSk that a 
cei tain number* chosen from among the most respectable Turks and Christians 
of the different Email's (Guilds), should patrol the streets during the night for 







the public safety ; that the Topdjis (Militia], v,-lio are mutinous, and have 
eointnittod some disorders, should be kept within tire Castle; and that the price 
of provisions, which is 50 per cent. higLer than at Smyrna, should be lowered 
to the same rate by a tariff, 

These measures have been the menus of preserving the tranquillity of the 
island, 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) ROBERT CAMPBELL. 


No, 1G + 

CnnsuN General Longworth to Lord J, Ru&selL ^{Received September 3.) 

(No, 33,] 

My Lordj Belgrade, 26, 1$G0< 

I HAVE the hgnour to transmit, herewith inclosed to your Lordship, the 
copy of a despatch addressed by me to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Cpostim- 
tinopid, and dated Belgrade, August 23, I860; together with the copy of 
Mr, PickettA General Report on the administration of the Province of Nisch, 
and the visit of the Grand Vizier: 

1 have, 

(Signed) J. A. LONG WORTH, 


Inelosure 1 in No, 16, 

Consul. Genercit Longworth to Sir IL Bultver. 

ST, Belgrade, August 23, i860, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed to your Excellency. 
I he copy of a General Report from Mr. Ricketts on the lho vj nee of Nisch and 
visit of thii Grand Vi/.ier. 

It will bo unnecessary for me to solicit your Excellency^ attention to the 
facts and statements contained in this Re pen, nr to Ihe strong and truthful 
picture it presents of the misrule prevailing in a Turkish province, which, l 
should injustice add, was worse administered than any that has yet fallen under 
my observation; but the most important inference to be drawn from t is that, 
even amidst the worst administrative abuses, no single circumstance can be 
elicited which can servo in the slightest way as a justification of the charges 
brought forward us to oppression of the Christians by Prince Gnrtch&koiR 

I take the liberty of suggesting to yout Excellency that Mr, Ricketts, who 
is not a salaried officer of the Government, should, in addition to the expenses 
of his journey, receive some remuneration for the trouble he has been at in 
furnishing this Report, The amount i must leave to your Excellency. 

Mr. ritaio, who accompanied Mr, Rjckuttfc els dragoman, iiud who for that 
purpose absented himself from Belgrade, where ho is engager! in mercantile 
pursuits, is entitled, t think, to \i. per diem. 

I have, St c, 

(Signed) J. A, LONG WORTH, 


Inclosurc 2 in No, 1G, 

Mr, Ricketts to Consul-ft mend LongmHh. 

Sir, Nm'ti, Adjust U, I 860 . 

THE PiLSbalie of Ni&ch contains the Provinces of Niacin Snniukov, and 
K u steed 11 H 

Tlic Saadjak or Province of Nisch is divided into six knvas, or districts; 
and con mins u population of about, 500,000 inhabitants, of whom one-sixth may 
be reckoned as Mussulmans, The population of Bannikov and Kosleodll are 
eh Icily Christ inns. 
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The general administration of tins province, under Zeiuol Pflsha, was 
exceedingly bad. He himself appears to have h cm indolent and venal, and the 
management of everything was entrusted to his Kyalifi. I lie Menjlis, w 
Council, over which he presided, was as corrupt ns himself, and the Christian 
members vied with the Mussulmans, even if they did not surpass tluiio, in arts 
of bribery and extortion. Christian evidence, apparently, held no weight w mt- 
OTcr. No Police Court existed, and a Court of Commerce was not thought 

Scllarkei, Berkofalz, Lcskowatz, at Dubnitza and Jhumj* the same 
state of tilings existed. The Mudirs of these places and then- Councils seemed 
to have followed the example set them at the capital of ihe province. I n short, 
the affairs of this P^halic seem to have been strangely neglected. 

It is howeveri worthy of remark, that, while the condition of tins province 
has beer retrograding, that of the adjoining Province of Sofia has been progress¬ 
ing. a nd this may he attributed, In a great extent to the Hot that Niscli was 
governed by a Pasha who was negligent and corrupt, while Sofia was governed 
'by Hassan Jehsitn Ftaba, a man noted for energy of character integrity* 

I et us direct our attention for a moment to the district of Sclau'koi, m the 
Province of Nisch. Here we Iind that the Mudir or Sub-Governor, kokalo, and 
His to two or the Christian notables, and the Bishop himself, were oil com bin# to 
flc&e the community at large, At the head of these, however, was the Bishop, 
who not content with the numerous fees grunted him by bis Chur#, endea¬ 
voured to enrich himself by taking a part in the iltizfim, oHiimmg the tithe ot 
that district. Were this all, one could only accuse him of a too earnest desire 
to mifc for himself toy goods; hut, unfortunately, there are other comp lain Ls 
which have been brought ugai&t him, and, I believe, these have been proved tri 
most instances ; thev are, however, of a more serious nature, for it is reported 
that nearly all his servant-maids were debauc hed by Iwm, and in one instance, 
after the fruit of his iniquity had been brought to light mid destroyed, the mutter 
was referred by the people to Zuinel Pasha, but the gold of the Bishop prevailed 
on the conscience of the Pasha, and the a flair was hushed up. 

1 have uerhans entered too much into d#dl as regards tho chtirocter ol 
this dlgniiarv of the Church, but it is evident from this, that, if the Greek 
Church at Constantinople wishes to held her own in these provinces, die must 
also enter upon the work of reform; mid that, too, without delay, lor I lear there 
are many of the Greek clergy whose character would not bear too close a 

in the other districts of this province the same misrule mid 
confusion appears to have existed, yet l have not heard ol any one instance hi 
which a Christian boy or girl bus been forced tii embrace Ulamisin. 

% do net mean, by the above, to assert that there have been no eases ol 
proseIvliftin ; there have been two at LcEkowatx, ill which two gilds became 
Mussulman, but on examining whether these girls changed their religion v i.iin- 
tari ty or in voluntarily, we iind that it was entirely voluntarily. and they had 
everV opportunity given them by the Turkish authorities of thinking the mutter 
well" oven After ihoy had declared they wished to embrace IslumLin, their 
parents were summoned: they leniainiB with their children for three flays, and 
when the girls could not he prevailed upon to alter their opinions, the whole ol 
the parlies concerned were sent by Hussein A#, the Myalir, to Niscli* where 
tiiuvwerv again examillj£dj before ihe Municipal Council; they still persisted 
in changing Amir religion, and are mw married to Turks. The whole of thin 
idihii' was repeated to me exactly in the way I have related it, both ut Nisch, by 
; | ciivisliEui member ol the Modjlis, or Council, and at LeskowatE, by Hussein 
Aga, the Mudir, hi in self. 

When it is said that the Mussulman religion ik constantly forced upon the 
Christians, the following question might* perhaps, be ask#: How is it we Lear 
if so seldom asserted that a boy has licen compelled lo beeoiuo a Muesii I man , 
"Hie fact is, that most of the Christian girls of ibis country are compelled to 
work lo sin advanced age, not in the house, as one would suppose* but in Ihe 
tidUU, where just as much labour is performed by the women us the men , they 
arc aiao badly clothed, and but llltk cured for: whereae if they marry Mass ah 
mans the hard labour ceases* and they are then in eninpiiretively easy dreuin- 
atimce^ It is therefore. in no way astonishing if Christian girl* tan away irom 
i.huir hi 'itn's wish to change tludr religion* and become man led to Mussulmans. 
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Them have also been some eases of rape (and where in the world arc there 
not ?), but in the cases ! o|h about to mention religion had nothing whatever to 
do with the fact. One took place at JJerkowatz, where a village girl was 
assaulted by two soldiers, and violated ; the delinquents decamped, and were 
never heard of. The other was an assault committed by two soldiers on a 
married woman, in a village near Nisch ; they were taken, tried, imprisoned for 
three months, and received fifty lashes. 

1 much doubt whether there Eire more cases of rape in this country than 
there nve even in many countries in Europe. One is only surprised that, with 
the present state of society, there is not a fur more frequent occurrence of this 
crime, 

I hit it is not against rape, or theft, or Crimea like thjggjp, tlifit wo hdjr of 
many coin plaints. The chief and real cause of complaint, and the chid source 
nf evil to tins province, has been the exactions of the Ihizumjis during ibe hist 
three years. 1 was told by the villagers that, whore Kangri the Gtfrauiji (a 
Christian, by-the-bye) had passed,-thafviiry gross had been burnt up under his 
lent ; and, indeed, the extortions and exactions of this scoundrel balHn all 
diseripiion. The present farmer of the tithe at Lcskowais!, an Armenian, told 
me that Rangel had taken more than twice the amount of tux he was entitled to 
tin the pigs ; and, so great bus been the oppression in the collection oi that tax, 
that the trade in that animal has greatly diminished. 

In the same wav that ibis district and LcskgwaU suffered from the Cruelties 
committee] by Rangel, the Christian, so did Schnrkoi and licrkowatz, suffer from, 
the oppression of Bulcp Ago, the Mussulman Htfannyi* 

Ip to the present moment, August Sth, the tithe of these districts lias 
nr it been finally sold, and the whole of the crops of wheat, bailey, and hay, lb at 
have been cut "for some weeks past, are still tying on the ground, The owner 
lifts not the right to house them until Hie tithe-farmer makes bis appearance; 
uonscq utility I here h a loss not only to the villager, but also to the funner of tile 
tithe and tljfe Government. At present the law is that ten piastres should he 
paid, 33 s a tax, on every pig alter lie has attained the age of one year; it woo Ed 
he far wiser if three piastres were paid on all pigs, without reference to age, 
Twenty per cunt, tax tan wine—as this tax is collected at present from all pernios, 
without any regard us to whether their wine is grown for their own comma opt Eon 
or sale, it cannot lend to promote the revenue for any lengthened period. If 
tills law continue the cultivation of the grade will dimmish, and, with a Jobs ol 
production, there must naturally be a falling off in the revenue, lint, with the 
exception of these two taxes, I do not think it can lie urged that the taxes 
imposed by (lie Porte on its subjects arc; in any way oppressive, bet us sec 
vvhai is the amount of tax, direct and induct, to which both Christians and 
Mussulmans are subject in the district or ktiza of Nisch, I have only alluded to 
the knaa of Nisch itself, inasmuch as from my short stay at that place 1 have 
hod no time to collect auv accurate information relative to the other twelve 
districts of ibis Pasha Lie, I muy, however, here remark,, from such in forma Lion 
a* 1 was enabled to obtain, that there is tin great difference between the rates 
paid in this and the ether districts. 

The tut eiI population of this kn&a may be reckoned at 8 H, 00 Q inhabitants, 
of whom 20,000 Christians and 2,flS> Mussulmans arc supposed to be subject 
to the payment of taxes. The total amount paid by the Christians for “ ycni 
askeryic," or exemption from military service, is 000,000 piastres ; this therefore 
gives i m i average direct lax of 30 piastre? for each (icrscn, 

Thu total amount paid by the Christians on pigs is 200,000 pinstics, hence 
fill indirect lux of 10 piastres each. 

Now, the average amount of indirect tuxes, paid jointly by both Christians 
ami Mussulmans, is as follows;— 

Piatt Ltji. 

Property Tax , t *• .. <* . - 340,000 

Titlm '.* .. .. 1,200,000 

Bpp ** ,, ..31)0,01)0 

1.84O.00U 

So iluii far the kaza or district of Nisch, the Turk* pay ini indirect ttw ol 
h!) piastres cadi per an mini and the (1 iris trails an indirect sum of 03 piastres 
and ll direct sum of 30 piastres; but it must be remembered that tlw Christians 
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arc entirely exempt from military service, and would rather pay tour times the 
amount they do now than te- compelled to furnish their due proportion ot 
recruits for the army, 1 have not mentioned the amount collected for the wine, 
inasmuch :re it was impossible to obtain any ace urate data upon the subject.. 
The possession of any Enlbn nation upon this point would not materially siilcct 
the above; calculation. ^ _ 

Suchj in fact, la the average amount <31" taxation Imposed by lbe lurki$h 
Governtnent on Ibis district, and such i* the average amount which would lull 
on each person supposing they were all rated equally. ^ 

The greatest partj, however, ol these taxes arc derived Irani property, anti it 
each person was rated according io Ids means > ii is dear that the poorer classes 
would, indeed, be subject to a very slight taxation. f 

Hut, although such is dearly'the intention of the Government, (for it has 
left the method of collection of both the property-tax and the 41 ycni askenyd,” 
or exemption from military service, entirely in the hands ul the t>oo|>Ic: them¬ 
selves, merely stating the "gross amount it requires from each village), yet we 
find that, in many places, the Christian notables Slave greatly abused the power 
entrusted to them, and the burden is often shifted from the shoulder's ot the rich 
to tkosfi of the ijQori 

Thus it appears that the Government lias acted fairly and liberally to all 
masses, bat the people are riot just towards one another* 

There arc 80b' zabtfes or police in ibis frmdjak or province, but they are 
paid so indifferently that one cannot expect them to be altogether free from 
corn milting acts of injustice. _ 

There arc thirteen Mudivs or sub’Governors in the Fashtmc: their pay 
varies from .'00 to l ,$00 piastres u mcnilli, Each of these functioiiaoea 
have to administer justice ami regard the affairs of some 80.000 people: their 
{]uties, IF properly pcrlbrcned, arc most arduous* What fhc Tasha is ru the 
province so is the Mudir to the dfeirleL He is required to entertain munefous 
travellers, end to keep Lip such a style as is inseparable fin in l he office id every 
Oriental employe. How then, may it be asked, h it possible that so mudi can 
he exacted from a person who, in nine cases out of ten, tines not receive more 
than 1,0(30 piastres per month? To be honest, under such rittumstancas, is 
almost m impossibility; 

] have hitherto touched upon llm former administration of ibis province ; 1 
will now outer, as shortly as possible, into an examination of the general state 
anti condition of the people themselves. 

Firstly, ihen, as regards the Mussulman classes. These arc composed ol 
Beys, third units, and Essnafe. The Buys are Ijccgjiitog poorer every year, and 
their property is gradually fulling into the hands of the Christiana ; (he merchants 
arc not nearly so numerous or so rich as the Christians of the saint class. I he 
Ebb rials inhabit tho large towns and form the most numerous part ol the 
Musiyiliuun population. From the districts of Nisch, Urkup, and Leskuwutsq 
the Porte would have no ditiiouliy in obtaining 12,000 Irregulars. Such a forte, 
in CEl M! of ucpa&ity, might he a| tho greatest advantage to the tegular troops 

now stationed at Nisch. ..... 

Sreoudly* as regmris tho Christian population, 1 will divide tins into the 
commercial and agricultural Gasses. 

Nisch ilsclf is ihe high mad through which the inerohnndrac freim Kouindia 
pusses into Kervia and GeniiEiiry. Large quantities uf Lisqlisli Cotton goods 
etniie licre from 'IVieste vft Belgrade, Skins nod flax are the diiuf articles ol 
ox port irom ibis and tlio adjoining district s. Hence there arc many liivoiEmble 
opportunities for tending, mid moat of the people inhabiting: the towns are. so to 
suv, in a flourishing uoiulirion, but their wealth is accumulated mote by pilfering 
the villagers that ii is by honest trade. 

As regards the agricultural clo&ra,'—-The soil in this part of the country is 
exceedingly rich; the chief produce eoiisisls in Indian com ami fisix. 0'he 
folknving is the land tcmiru of the districts of Nisch, Ufkup, and IxiskO’ 
Wti tz : —-Tho tenant is obliged to how 20 okes of grain : f be k also conqailled to 
cut tin: crop arising from this qiumtity of seed, mid to house it lor the benefit of 
the landlord. In addition to tins, he is bound to give up one-ninth of his own 
crops to the InudlunL who, by~the-byu, finds him neither house imr seed, but 
hfteii advances him the means of puiclmaing bis ploughs, oxen, and farming Ji«ee- 

* 1 ['nA'i-iiiv oLl'U 4*t" hriian coni tovern u« ncri-ii *f Imul. 
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varies. The: iaridlojd pays the “ weirs#’ 1 or property-tax ; he has not, however, 
the power of ousting the tenant.. When tbfc tenure is compared with that of 
Moitasur and other phMps, where the landlord fnnlSj it as true, house and seed, 
but the t.csifi lit pays half the erbp and can be ousted at the mil of the owner, at 
h clear that land is here held on a very favourable tenure, But, with all this, the 
agriculture here 1$, 1 think, far inferior to that in other parts of Roumelia, We 
arc naturally led to ash ouraelvcH what is the reason of this, I will tinrieiivcuir, 
therefore, to explain the various disadvantages under which the agriculturist has 
litsen for some time labouring, Firstly, the villagers have been exposed to tho 
exactions of tile tUlic-collcctors ; secondly, the country hftS been Buffering from 
had crops, for three successive years; and, lastly, there lias been a continual 
lawsuit and agitation between landlord and tenant, which has tended, as much 
as anything possibly could do, to impoverish both parlies. The only people 
that, have derived any benefit from ibis movement have been the Christian 
notables of Nisch* 'I will not enter into the details of the legal rights of 
landlords or tenants, ns your own report tif lust year was sufficiently explicit to 
clear tip any supposed difficulties on this point. 1 will therefore merely shite, 
that ihcfie disputes originated at Ijcskowatj!; that some eighty villages near 
Nisch broke out into rebellion some two years ago, and refupd to pay any rent 
whatever, Further, that although some landlords had, in some instances, abused 
lheir rights, yet. such has been by no means Ihn rule: find, ns o proof ot this., E 
have to bring to your notice lhe case of the village ol Moluachta, who brought 
an action before the Grand Vizier ngegpt Aiwaz Bey for thy ^um ot 1,500 
piastres, Their statement, wan to the effect that when Aswuz Bey, some years- 
ago, hud held the IUi/.am of bis Own village, he had permitted several oi Ins 
people to remain there lorn number of days: that they hat! lived at. I he expense 
of Hie in habitants and paid nothing. This circumstance was thoroughly inves¬ 
tigated ; and ii was proved bv the villagers' own admission itint llic Bey bad, in 
reality, remitted them at. that period a portion of their rent equivalent id the 
expenses claimed. 

As the rebellion of which s have just spoken, and which took place some 
two years, ago, was dearly a combined movement , it would be as well to examine 
into the probable causes of tins outbreak. In order to obtain more accurate 
information on ibis subject, 1 took the trouble of passing a few days in visiting 
some of the neighbouring villages, and at Breatolkh I obtained the following 
information from the villagers themselves:—That they had been told by certain 
people that they ought on no account to pay their " gospbdarllk,' ! or rent; that 
the lands did iml belong to the present landlords, but io the Rayahs themselves; 
and that if tlicy took the trouble to go to Constantinople, they would be enabled 
tu eject their present owners, and obtain possession ol the land themselves. I he 
villagers thenlaid, u This is all very welt, but where shall we get money sufficient 
to pay our expenses to Constantinople t” 

The advocates of Lhe ejectment system—a certain Kniinilh a Christian 
member of the Council of Nisch; another Christian notable, by name riwetim, 
and the Priest of Lcskowatz, by name . I aeon, guaranteed the money required: 
27,000 piastres wore advanced, at an e non nous' rate of Interest; and several of 
them, with a certain Spetko :il their head, started for Constantinople*' I hey 
were soon compelled to quit Use capital, and Spetko, their representative, was 
left to conduct the process. No long time elapsed before fi courier readied them 
from Spetko: ho informed them that thoir cause hail been gained,— (hut all he 
required was some remuneration far bis trouble, mid that be would soon make 
Ills appearance among them. On bin arrival, several villages went out to meet 
him, guns were tired, groat rejoicings were made, and four baskets of gold were 
giveti him as el present. Spetko then took his leave and went to Constantinople. 
Some short time afterwards a privet also arrived : he read them a firman granting 
them tin 1 lands in question, The priest etlso departed laden with gilts; but 
neither Spetko nor the priest have since been heard ol, and the villagers now 
find cbul live whole was a trick and they were the dupes, 

I must here men lion that large sums of money were advanced, or ret her 
lent, by the Christian notables of Niech, Leskowatz, and Wbusitiuizu to many 
of the villages with the view to assist them in ousting t ho land lords 'LJidr 
in lined i ate object in making such a loan was to enable them to have a lien upon 
i lie property; and there waa a chance, altliough remote, tliftt, by lying ujid 
inlriguing, the Mussulman landlords might he ejected, mid then they, el ml not 
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the peasantry, would have stepped into possession ot' the vacated lands; h r it * 
nut likely that the villagers could have discharged these debts, or final the others 
would have allowed them to retain this property when they could not even pay the 
Interest on the amounts borrowed. The end oi' the whole oi this has been that t lie 
peasantry arc irretrievably in debt; that they have to pay heavy rates ol interest 
for the sums advanced; that they are now alnioet persuaded that lb ex Eire tic 
real proprietors of the soil, nnd T in many instances, refuse to pay their rent; that 
tbv laneh are badly cultivated and the landlords impoverished,—in short, there 
is a getieral restlessness among the people of the Nisch district, and the Christum 
notables, the concmrter* of the scheme, are the only gainers. Hence we have n 
variety of causes all tending to impede agriculture and impove rish the agri¬ 
cultural clasfe G. Kraiinli. the most active agent of this movement, is now m 
prison, having been found guilty of various acts oi peculation* Jacoii, the priest, 
ha? left some time ago for Constantinople, and Swetan Cborbaji is since dead. 

But, although the springs of this disorder have been removed from the 
scene, there ore mativ others who still take an interest in prolonging hpstihriCB, 
and. although these are buoyed up by tbc hope of one day iKxnmiii^ die lords of 
the soil themselves, vet., from their pertinacity in clin^ to a point which juts 
been already given agajpat them by the Government, it would appear as d they 
were in some way subject to the pressure of foreign influence ; and, when we 
consider that the frontier of Scma adjoins the district of Nisei), shut a thorough 
hatred of landlords and general equality are the principles advocated iu that 
country, that the merchants here are many of them intermarried with Servians, 
that they arc constantly journeying to Jagodin, Kmachewalz; and other places 
hi Servia, and that there is, in short, a community of interests between the 
people of Nisdi and those of Scvvia, iL is evident tlmt Miloech and \m agents 
can find nq great difficulty in disseminating intrigue throughout the kazn or 

district- Eif Nisoh. j t , , . , * 

Let us now direct our attention to certain events Which have lately taken 

place on the Servian frontier. 

During the last three weeks, a band of eighteen brigands, divided into three 
companies, have been wandering about Ibis district. Their chief » a Servian, 
and they are joined bv two or three Rayahs from es Rayah village situated close 
to the Servian boundary, but the greatest part of them are from Servia. A few 
eIeivs ago a Christian boy was captured by one of tlicsc band* at tbc ullage ot 
Schakofrii, taken into the hill?, and a ransom demanded for him from bis lather 
q f 32,000 piastres. The police were itmitediatcly dispatched in pursuit ot the 
brigands, surprised them, unci killed two; (bur oi them escaped, of whom two 
were wounded. The boy was released, and brought to the Grand Viriflr at 
Niscli, where be madc the following statement: (t That tho brignudij in question 
went, generally sneaking, by Mussulman names, although they were mdly 
Servians, and not Mussulmans; that he Si ad heard them say they had received 
orders to kill a certain number of people near Nlseh; that they would also kill 
Ids father, and they could not take ei ransom for him * 1 " 

Thu boy was "lb years old, and delivered his statement, as far as I was able 
io ascertain, in el straightforward manner. As a proof, however, that his evidence 
wsis to be relied (in, a written list of fifteen Christian naijp wlls found on the 
[Hireoit of one of tin: robbers who was killed, and two of the people whose names 
were mentioned (herein have been actually murdered j One of them was n Rayah 
at the village of lomiitan, and the other a Christian notable in the village of 
Dnl; both of these Rayahs were known to have lived on fi'lendly terms with the 

, , , , . . 

Until some of the bund arc apprehended, there is, of course, no exact proof 

ns to the source from winch the brigands received their orders, but still the 
mutter is worth investigation. If this was a band of robbers wild were wandering 
laboikt with the object Ol' plunder only, it is not likely that they would Iillvc 
uai'ried ivitli tlictn a written list of their victims, Hence we may suppose they 
were hired assassins; and flic Chuff t>f the Police informed ine that the boy had 
staled that be had heard the brigands say they were paid* 

Thu object for which they were hired nppLairs to me la have been as follows: 
to cause a general belief that the Mussulmans were constantly killing the Chris- 
tians, and to create distilrbtmees tlu-oughont those very districts which tho Grand 
VivricV wins visiting, so that it might boreal ter be said that even the preiouee of 
i[ic Grand Vizier was not suUkiout bo prevent ilisordev and murdar. Be thi« as 








it ifliiy, the same secret agency that Sim clirected bands of robbers Us cuter 
J jusni.L frum Servia, and funds lied them with Russian standards ; tbe same 
[Milicy that, in Serviu, stoop* to any method, however Imso and degraded it may 
be. provided that it can increase the hatred between Mussulmans and Christians, 
has most probably directed these banditti to invade the district of Niech, and has 
furnished them with the means of committing 1 he most cold-blooded assassina¬ 
tion* 

The Russian policy acta in a direct manner from Widdin upon Tumova, 
Gabrova, Plevna, and that part of Bulgaria ; and, in an indirect manner,, from 
Scrvia upon Niseh and the adjoining provinces, 

Srma Is guaranteed ngain&t any armed movements on the part of the 
Porte: is Hie, on that account, to bo allowed to continue to spread the Humes 
of revolt throughout tbc Torkisli provinces adjoining her' frontier ? I [ such h 
line of conduct on the part of Servia. be sulfeitd ft) exist any length of time. ! 
i]n n>t sec how the Porte can iin these provinces, at least) enter upon and carry 
out iIulL work of reform wlitch is now so seriously demanded of tier by the 
Powers. It is, indeed, suiprising that a province which has suffered so much 
during the infamous administration of Zehfel Pasha, and which lias been (lie 
scene of foreign intrigue for fie long a period, should bo found to be, generally 
spCEikihg, in so tranquil e: stale, The reason of this, however, may he attributed 
to the tuinl indifference, or rather unwillingness., of the greatest part of the 
population to change their present condition* It. is fortunate far ihe Porto that 
Zeind Plasha has been, at lust, n:moved; that a man like Osman Pasha has 
been appointed as Vali; and that the Grand Vizier has been scut u> redress 
those; grievances which demand the most immediate attention. 

Mis Highness entered Misch on the 50th of July* lie was received with 
the greatest loyalty and respect by elII parties. The whole of the shops of the 
town were dosed, and not only the Mussulmans, but the. Bishop, the clergy, the 
Christian school, theChrisiirtn notables, and, indeed, tlua whole population, went two 
mill s out ciThc town to we home the Representative of llis Majesty the Sultan; 
pel it Eon;- were even presented 1u him on the road. L must say, that the greatest 
Sovereign in Europe could hardly hive been received with greater enthusiasm 
on the pari of his Subjects than was the Grand Vizier that day at Nisch. The 
people seem to have entertained the idea that their complaints would not be 
made in vain, and in this they were not mistaken, as will be seen from the sequel 
of this Report, i shall, therefore, now draw your attention more especially to 
the reforms which his Highness llie Grand Vizier has lately earned out during 
his tour through this province. 

The Ht'.st order issued by Hiu High ness was to dissolve tlie whole pf the old 
Councils and In have now onts established ; ibis wns, indeed, a Brest necessary 
matiisuro, sis these Councils could be regarded not us courts of justice* but as dens 
of ibuvL's. Accordingly, lit, Widdin, UerkovEitz, nnd Sehnrktff. the members of 
the old assemblies were dismissed, and new ones elected in their stead. So one 
luis been prevented bringing forward his complainbi: no less than 1,500 petitions 
were presented by the inhabitants of SHiarkoi to his Highness the Grand 
Vizier. 

.Hmnr of these were directed ngainst the Pasha, the Bishop flie Mudir, and 
ihe Eiulborities, but the greatest par t of thorn were claims against one another 
for sums varying from 30,000 to 3(3 piastres, A Commission was appointed 
for the ex animation of these various lawsuits, and the poorest man's daim as 
well as the richest lifts not been neglected, Ad tuff iYiflba, the Mudirs of 
llerkowaiv. and SHuirkoi, the Tupu Mlitmir, Kiaiiilli, ei Christian member 1 of 
i lie Mcdjlis Yusuf Agn, a Bey at Berkowatz, l Julep Aga, anti Rangel, the tithe 
vollt L'toi's, have ah been (bund guilty of various .ftotsof [i ecu I at ion, inside tore pay 
to the claimant the money which they had illegally taken from them, and sent 
as prisoners to Niseh, The Ihgjjiop cl’ Schorkoi bus also been tried by u Cum* 
misdim of Bishops, cimvietL-il of life most serums crimes, niicl rent in arrest to 
CntisliuLiample. Thus bus the Augivai! stable of SdiEU'kol been swept of its 
nuisances by the Grand Vi^wr, imU justice, although delayed for a lengthened 
period, has at last fallen rupully and severely on the heads ol offenders. 

Since the Grand Viziers arrival ut Niseh, neither Lime nor pains have been 
spared by hiinsrll and hi e Com minion in pulling daw n tin; oldtitul rebuilding 
n new :niiiiiiiLstnilicni. The i^iohm of all the old Court* eiL this place, as well 
sis a! Jj-skuwatz. Dubiutzu, mid .ilium a, have beets dismissed from their office*. 


Pull authority has now been granted to the Pasha to bang ^ pet^n* t( ? T 
Sjui'itv of brigandage. The police haw also received instructuma to shoot those 
who are found engaged in acts nf brigandage* The “ tcharak oomsy oi ^mda 
tax, which was exacted from people at LcsWatz and pressed greatly upon tut. 
poor, has been abolished. An order lias been issued that no tax should be taken 
from any pig unless he had arrived at the age of one year, Gbus smi evuk w 
has been accepted In every ease by the present Com miss toil, and the Municipal 
Council and Police Court have also been enjoined to admit l Iinstem evidence 

The Muhasibidi or Accountant-General of the province has hcen impusoned 
for iaftehti sg a bribe of 5 M> piastres from a Jjmrih hi he-™ lector* Zeun-l 
Pasha and Ids secretary, as well as the Mute el Iferkowalz and 
bee® made refund to people « this distr.d, also* wW Wg 
received by way of Uribes, and are still in arrest, life lltizamjis, oy LiUi^ 
collectors* both Christians and Mussulmans, have not eseftfed ihc puij^hmtmt 
tliev merited. Sotut: brigands have been killed, and others taken ; m shm o 
have been able to escape the rigour of the law. i must however here reu.mk 
that although there were numerous complaint* brought against the lurkisl 
uiit limit ies for peculation, although there were many legal eases broughtfor word 
which hail remained unsettled during the adT.mnstmt,on of Amiri Usbii y^i 
fully mid conscientiously believe that each peraou's complaint, had ft fair and 

U " [Jit But litT'nU this mass of claimants, and notwithstendmg \m liighm ss has 
Hiarle it nublidv known that any cast of oreadytism will be cxuiuim-d with he 
:£t !S xmt one person L as yctWn able in this provinee to eslabhdi 
ihe fact Iff rinv lwr^oti, boy or cirt, having been forced to become Mostmlman. 
Several petitions have been presented, compbiming of the ahu^* oi the papodms 
Hi- la ml lords ; most of these complaints have, however, been pfo\Ld to ha . 
been urged without the slightest foumlatruii, and the horrors mid aluis^ 
sue iposed to have been committed by till Mussulman landlords m the diMnct o 
Killrh Jetii to have existed but in the heated ima-maitoii ol thus«i whu wished 
t'o usmp their lands. Due landlord. Yusuf Ago, in the distvieff ol ISerkawalz, 
was ibuiul multy of UUrealmg his tenantry and imprisoned. 

To put oil '.'nd to the existing dispute* between landlord and ivii.m h - 
thy (Jmud Vizier has ordered a linnan or Imperial Dcuhw t.i hk 
translated into Bulgarian, and to he read to the people, exphuumg an.l dHming 
■ *i 11 the i-Echts of the [enante aa well ;is those d life landlords* 

SiiHms el detailed account of the crimes and misdcMuamcurs which his 
ITkrW^ tl^ Grand Vizier has thought iwhisiihle to punish «pn the spot. milIi 
n ,. c the reforms which his Holiness lias deemed right to estfiifosh for tU« imuie- 
,liatc bent-lit of the adnuoisiration of line province: but Ins work tint 
I to .. | utidci'stand that he has drawn the attention ut the lorle nmu 1 pjuji- 

W by «» present sys«,m <>f ;1» - 

tithes and other taxes, to the exactfohs ol the clergy, and the oppresfliou ot the 
ncoolo bv the police ; bo tllg there is no dtuibl ll'.ai me long; u great reform wdl 
l,v observable in many of tliosc evils which now weigh heavily and unevenly on 

L ^' * The tofik which the Grand Vizier has had to parfenj 1 , to invcshgiUe th |L 
rtfoliss and redress the grievances of this province, has Indeed been most arduous ; 

bo l.«* Ixweyor, ##»&*** it "“!• ««]M^ f HL&ETTS. 












Consul Skene in Cord J. Ru$ncU. —(Received September 0.) 

{No. 490 

Mv Lord, Atepjto. Autjutil 3 ft, IfttiO, 

I HAVE! the honour to inclose, for your Lordabip’s {feformjttion, a copy of 
toy report of this clay’s date to Her Majesty’s Embassy on the state of ailhivs 
at Aleppo. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. H, SKENE, 


Inclosure in No, 17. 

Con xu l Skene to Sir IL Ihdtrer. 

Sir, Aleppo* Aufjuxt 3 ft, lfttil). 

3 HAVE the honour to import to your ExeelkLicv Use arrival from 
Kharput of Hhfiz Pasha with about 2,000 Result#)?, and the departure for 
Damascus of Omer Pasha at the head of S0<> men. With the troops previously 
here the garrison of Aleppo i* thus about 2,50b strong, 

No new appearance of danger htfte has arisen since l last addres^d your 
Excellency, The employment of an auxiliary force of 500 picked men from the 
best class of the Mussulman popisflatlon, for 1 Jic maintenance of order in the 
t own f ctrid the other meaytnfea reported in my despatches of dune 2ft and 3(3, 
and July 21, Iftfol, continue to produce excellent results. In addition to 
Chest mcastfreSr which ! have the satisfaction of reflecting were adopted cu|iny 
urgenl reconjmendaricui, I have had all flic shops closed where wine wild 
spirits were sold hy Ionian:* and Maltese, anti thus drunken brawls, formerly ot 
frequent occurrence, have ceased to oiler an opportunity for tumuli’? and 
outbreaks. Attempts have Ijccn reptiatcdly made to raise an insurrccliou, anti 
one of them was precisely of the same nature as that which succeeded at 
Damascus, namely, the tying of drosses on clogs in the streets, while reS|>eetublc 
Christians were forded to walk in the gutter, and were occasionally beaten 
without provocation ; yet vigilance on the part of Ramadan Ago, the chief of the 
auxiliary force, and-of his gubordiimtes, succeeded in checking further matiifesta- 
tiona of hostile feeling between the Mussulmans and Christians, 

The intelligence of the expected arrival of foreign troops in Syria has been 
received with displeasure hy the Mahometan population, but it bus produced n$ 
much fear as utiger, and resentment is expressed more against the Sultan for 
consenting to an intervention than against European Powers for proposing it. 

Each Ast from Damascus, however, brings tidings of energetic steps taken 
by Fuad Pasha, and as long us the military impreirion thereby created is fell, 
rind repressive uicusut-os arc pen&evorcd in, it is thought that public tranquillity 
may cot tie disturbed ut Aleppo. 

I huvcj &c. 

(Signed) J. 11, SKENE, 


No. 18. 

COHilfJ Sfmdmn to Lord J, RuwtL— (Unwed Sr pi end tr II.) 

(No. 27.) 

Mv Lord, Auijmt. 20, 18(jU. 

I H AVE the honour to report tSiat the Tidjaret, or Mercantile Court here, 
lias been rc-urgmilsed according to Circular orders from llm Porte, with a 
President, ViceT resident, and two Members, also a ( fork mid Mcdscnger to he 
paid Those two members to receive 500 piastre*, or uhcniL -lb lOv. u-mmitb, 
mu) two otheru to serve gratis. A deputy from the dllfoieiH Consulates will be 
invited to attend, to be selected by them, in rotation, every three u ninth*. The 
guk-rtimi of the pemiummt members has been pade, and ilit- list sent to the 
Ptu'te for its approbation. The new tribunal will lie empowered to decide all 
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manner of civil suite, save relating to divorce and some other trivial matters 
between Mussulmans, which h all then left to be judged id the Mehkcnieh, 

As all testimony will be received indiscriminately with reference to the 
religion of the witnesses and parties before tlie Court and its proceeding* arc to 
ho regulated by general principle! of European law or equity, ibis will place 
Christians on a par with Mussulmans, doing away with the previous grievance 
in that respect, and affording greater facilities for the dispensation of justice. 
Practically that will much depend on the impartiality of the < hurt, by which, as 
hitherto constituted, it lias seldom been exhibited, 

Lut the extension of such tribunals to the large towns in tlie interior is 
postpone! Indefinitely, though stated to be intended hereafter* so Ihnl the 
benefits of the new system are very confitied and riot accessible to the genera 1 
population of the country. It likewise tefoaios to In- seen how for the 
municipal Aiudjlis may continue to appropriate to itself the judgment of causes, 
the presold practice in that respect bbing very loose and irregular, so us, in 
many instances, Lo rest at its discretion, 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) D. SANDISONk 


No. If). 

CbnW JJfniflf to Lord J. Rmsdl.—{Rfiwktd September 22.) 

(No. 57.) 

My l-iorel, ^rnyraKa StfitQTubtr 12 : 18(50. 

[ HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, inclosed, the copy of a 
despatch which 1 Imve this day addressed lo Ids Excellency Sir Henry L. 
Uulwcr, relating to a most u nib rti mate dispute which took place in that 

town, on Sunday night told, between the Greeks of the country ami the police, 
in which four of the Turkish guard were wounded and t.wo Greeks, also one of 
the latter accidentally killed. 

The affair originated in an imprudent measure taken by the officer in 
charge of the police guard, but as there are many people in Smyrna who moat 
unfoundedly attribute the dispute to a premeditated act on the part of tlx e 
Turks, it wall doubtless he reported in Lion light in the papers. 

1 have, &c< 

(Signed) Cl IAS. BLUNT. 


Indo&ure in No+ IS). 

Consul litnnt to Sir //. Bultcer. 

Sir, Sii^rjqijij Sept ember 12, IftftO, 

1 REGRET having to report to your Em-ltcney that a serious dispute took 
place in this town mi Sunday night Inst, the 5)th instant, between the Greeks, 
iftayaliH) and the police, in which four Turks (ZapLiehs) were wourufod. mid two 
(i recks, and one of the latter killed. 

It is di (lie nil to arrive at facts in Instances of the kind, and more particularly 
at the present period, when both Greeks ami Turks nre still, owing to the late 
events in Syria, under a certufn degree of excitation. I have, however, every 
reason to believe the following Jet ails In be correct. 

Sunday last the £Hh instant was Lhe Greek festival of St + John, which fo 
usually kept Lip till lung after midnight, mid the eoffuedmiieea to the luahnllah 
or district are always allowed by the authorities to remain open till near daylight; 
but, on the celebration of the foie on Sunday last a police guard of seven men, 
under the enmnumd ol‘ u certain Redjcb, a Morjolte Turk, passed a little before 
nudiright ordering the people to close their coffee-houses, mxd extinguish l heir 
.mper lanterns, upon ihe plea that they would catch light and burn tlie town. 
The coffee-house people, considering tlie order as an infringement upon ancient 
usages and ipmi priv ilege*, opposed, whan ilia guard entered a coffee-house l.ti 
cxtiivuiisli tlie lightu, and there found a well-known desperate individual named 
IJ'iiriliie:i (formerly under I'Yeneh protection) agatnsi whom there is a long 
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catalogue of ci-imea of every description.! who 1ms hitherto always either evaded 
or escaped from lhe police: When the guards seized this desperate mdividtiftl. 
he both instated and tried for help, which his friends and relations readily gave, 
and iiltimniclv released him, but not before be had received two Meep vnbre- 
(juts in the neck. H was upon the police moving with resistance that the In;st 
shot was I]red. the which, most unhappily, killed a poor Greek Jrutn Aivulte, 
who lnid cosoc to Sinvrna to celebrate the festival, and was outside, hut m no 
why combed with lius dispute. The Greeks then ran to their houses lor to¬ 
ny ml',, when about fifteen shot-, wore fired, the Greeks firing upon the gimnl**, >uk 
the latter firing in the air: but. before the Greeks came up with their nic-iims, 
several of the! police were also severely hurt by the elffirt and stools thrownu 
them by the Greeks. Four of the police being wounded, the other t n cl 
severely hurl, and IWiillicr liberated, the guard iboik retired with llcdjcb, to 
report the case tt> lhe Fasha, tuul the crowd iff Giwl« dispersed. 

The dispute took place m the front of a military guard-housej, im! the niiiccr 
oti guard would not allow any of hia men to interfere. ^ Such, I have tueij 
confidence iu assuring your Excellency In be a enri'cei version ol Uu? dispute. 

I cannot protend to deny the police the right ol defending ihrij^'lvi^ v, In-n 
iitiiLckcd in the tiLuhn'mtinee of their duty, but I may bn permitted to 

that the Moriotie exceeded his duly in ordering thiy cofchouses to be ciobet 
without. hiHJcial instructions for the occasion in (pillion. further, ijm Ktl oui( 
lie- Kviljcb, avail himself of such u moment, to stisse Barrillici', when, thepo ict 
did their duty, they might seize him at any hour in the ikiy. wulmur eithui the 
risk of oppntiLiuii or killing mid wounding people ? Hie i^edleliey Almiu 
Kvstrlie JWiu differed his arrost: he was sciztsd but was allowed to c^Lipe, 
when ho A&secllfrd tilUhe Pusluffs departure .... 

I I * 3 be must exaggerated reports will doubtless be curen!filed in connection 
with tiiis uulbrt.uimte dispute, which will al the ?iunc time, as u is here, be 
attributed In premeditation on the part of the Turks, hut sue.u 1 must Say, as 
must uni < miffed, for were that the ease, theirs would have been other lurks 
1 .ivs,■ ia(, when■!is Ehure w v re ot 1 1y sw 11 , aim)tigsi seven 1 1 hundred G vw'*•** * 11:5 
■i imiher reason inr rejecting such un insinuation is the tact, tlial most ul l,lLfc 
shuU lilt'd hv the police were in the air, whes'uus, resisted jib they wore, had there 
been uny premeditatum, they would have tired at the dense mass ol Greeks 

collected on lhe spot, ,. 

I >iiL ijisr sim short period riml Ahmet Kyserhe 1 Tisha was ntfc'imma I hen. 
hum tire eefrbmtion of the festival of J'roph# Klin, and his Exeelfeifcy was 
present there the whole day, and hb being so was both appreciated by Lhe 
respeetabfe Greeks, and noted as n check upon the evil-disposed ; lhe result y.;> 
th;ti thf Me w:is ru-lrbriib'd without any disputes, whereas tm previous occasion* 
it was never celebrated without some serious dispute, in which Inure was always 
mniic one till tier killed or wounded. 

I must be permitted to slate to your Excellency that I consider tl was mmsl 
decided I v lhe Faffin's duly, cither to Live been in lhe vicinity or to have directed 
the Ulief of the Felice tu be there during the nocturnal celebration id tbrhitc 
lextivaL of Bfr John; had such precautions been taken tin dispute would have 

1 have had u long interview with lii^ Excellency Osman Faff m in reference 
In Hus unfortunate dispute, find wax surprised to learn tluit he hud imL " I|J| -; C | 
to in form the bcvcluI Su I j-Governor within his jurisdiction ol what rcadydid 
take nkicc on Suitdav nighl lust- I tlicralwe tirgctl the Ikisha Ln do so without 
(lelnv, hv m«^t exug^ratcil rcporls will bo sent into the mlennr, wlucli may he 
nviumd of I iv suiue ot the more fanatical Turks in lhose districts for vcpnsuls 

ukuin&l tbc ClinstiaM, .. , . . n l} . 

! reel'd to win that in this private interview which I liniMvith Osin nil t nslm 

3 found 1 dm fearful of exercihitig his authority^ Baying <hui " it wit& n^i the time 
to UBD harsh measure/' and upon my expressing my surprise at Ins making slicIi 

m observation lie rtn|iptel me to iidvtee Him. . 

I told ids Excellency that he should he bolh Ji'^l mid Cilery lie like hb 
predecessor Aimict Kyseriie Ikishn; be would then be- hu ppoLted hj lhe ,oh>u 
mid nt the same time respected by nil the better duss ol the lnbabitaiits, ami 
Mired hv the bad. I ulsu remarked llrnl lie musl tdt'eudy iuivc lomul the pL'cscni 
in ki libit an N of Smyrna, particularly tbc artisuns to bv. a very di herein muss to 
tiiuse whom lie bod to govern ill 1^45; and t-lmt il lie left evcrytbmg to his 


subordinates, and did not appear more in public to convince people he was 
watchful of his ordej-s being carried out, he would most probably have to regret 
frequent renewals of wliat Took place on Sunday last. 

His Excellency thanked me for my advice, assuring me at the same time 
tiiELt lie would follow it; but 1 much fear, from Ogman Pasha's well-known want 
of energy, that my advice will, not have much weight with him. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) Cl IAS. BLUNT. 


No. 20. 

Curt .ski 1 Holme# to Lord J. RusaclL—[iRewired September 28) 

(No. 51.) 

My Ijord, Bosna Semi, September ‘b E SGO. 

I HAVE tbo honour to inclose^ for your Lordship's infdnnntioil, copy of a 
despatch, dated the 1st of September, which, in reply to hia Excellency's circular 
of the Gtli August, I have aadreaf>ed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constan¬ 
tinople. regarding the stale of affairs Siere. the character and conduct of the 
beat fuiictjonariMj and, the policy pursued by the foreign Consuls. 

I have, kc, 

(Signed) W. R, HOLMES. 


Inobsuro in No. 20. 


Cfja.?rii Holmes to Sir M. Jiuiwcr. 

Sir, Seroi, September 1, ISfiO, 

f HAVE tile honour to acknowledge the? receipt of your Excell&r&y’s 
cireulnr of the Gth August. 

A few days after my arrival here 1 wrote a despatch dated the 18th August 
regarding the state of affairs in this Pastifllic, from which you will have perceived 
iliiLt a good deal of alarm and excitement prevails. Since that date I have had 
further opportunities of observation, and [ quite agree with tins first paragraph of 
your Excellency 'x circular that there iH here, sit present, no deliberate in tendon, 
though the desire may perhaps exist, on the part of tbc Mussulman popuhition, 
to assault the lives or property of tliic Christian population; and I believe also 
that the chief danger lies in the agitated state of the public mind, of which, 
unfortunately, there ]■< no doubt, and in connection with which the smallest 
accident may, fit uny moment., produce The most serious results. The process 
which en«imdciv this dangerous condition ix precisely I hut described by your 
Excellency, In addition to real causes of complaint every little accident is 
magnified Into a premeditated eriinu ; and dismal stories, no doubt oft.cn invented 
and industriously circulated by-fb$cigii agents, are not wanting to increase this 
existing alarm. 

♦Since I Imve been here i have not heard nniuh of Mussulman oppression in 
the town. This, l uui told, is partly to lie attributed to the expected visit of 
the Grand Vizier. The troops seem very orderly, and l hear no complaints of 
their conduct, nut! altugether—though 1 hazard any opinion at such n critical 
moment with hesitation— i think that there is lm duugur of any outbreak of 
Moslem thnaticism, provided thsit the Christ inns of Sen via and Montenegro fail 
in their constant tjidcavbiirw to cxcitu the Rosniac Cl ui sib as to rise, that tins 
progress of revolt in the llerzegovine he checked, and also that the punish¬ 
ment of the chief criminals in Syria bo speedy and commensurate with the 
enormity of their crimes. 

I iLui glad to know that it b Mr* Consul-General LungworthV opinion that 
the uiovetnenl in Servia is of less importance Lb an is imagined here, and h 
confined to merely a few hundretl of the nibble, If this be the case, there is 
little danger to he feared from thai quarter, as rlie Bosnian ('hvisthm* are not 
likely to mk their lives and property in a rising, unless supported by *«ch aid 
from' Servia as to make success certain. From Montenegro and the Eh r/.cgoviiic. 
perhaps^ the greatest danger is to he apprehended; hut, with ilu' tlurtccn 
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battalions of vegulav troops now in the latter province, besides Irregulars, were 
ihcv (otnmtitilled by a |6mptont and trustworthy officer, Llierd ought to be little 
or no difficulty in restoriiij; tranquillity. 

There is one pccuUarity regarding the Moslem population of this proviixco 
of which vour Excellency is probably aware, in which ought to lie an dement ol 
safety to a certain extent, and that is, that there is no sympathy between the 
native Mussulmans and their Osimmli rulers. Ever since the conquest tif 
Bosnia by tile Turks, the natives, both those w ho remained Christians and those 
who accepted Ishunism, have maintained a hatred ol all officials, _m' lurks in 
geheroi, from Cimstantincfflle, and the latter will hardly admit them as 
cEMdigiobists. I p to 1850, when Omcr Paslrn was sent hero, the inhalants 
of this province were only nominaHy under Turkish rule; and the fact oi 1 ho iv 
having been then utmost re-conq uered, mi (I rather roughly treated in the process, 
has not tended to diminish their antipathy. 'I line* in case ol an attack oa the 
Christians, the Bos [duo Moslems tlare not count on the forbearance ol tlie 
Sulfnu’s functionaries or troops, while the latter fed iliat they aro objects u( 
peculiar aversion nn the part of the Bps nines. All this, however, might have 
been said of the Druses, Thu Christians hate both parlies, but there is no 
di'uht that their most hitler complaints are directed against those who ^should 
he their protectors—the Pashas, Mdfoisra, and Cover ament oltictELls- In the 
conduct of lior function ari&s in the provinces the attention of the Porto is 
urgently required; various reforms are nested, nnd, among others, 1 sun certain 
that the re-organization of the Medjlises on the elective principle, unci with a 
proper proportion of Christian members* els proposed by Mr- Vice-Consul 
Zohrab in his answers to you] 1 ExecHoney's questions, would give great j-atis- 
l':Lction ? Etnd probably lend to remove many causes ol complaint. 

Your Excellency desires to lie informed as to tlie conduct and character of 
Um I'uncLionurms placed here I bui being scarcely iihEu L(i form nn opinion of my 
mvn, owing to iny vary recent arrival, I emmut dp better thou to refer to th^ 
jiiM.ir ing extracts from'Mr. Vice-Consul Zuhrob's despatch, regarding the present 
Cmm iior-General and the Medjlis:— 

" The tiumiiuuiou Eif Osman Pasha to the Government ml this province was 
viewed with surprise ami regret by t-lio.sc who bad the welfare ol tin; province at 
heart, while the Mussulman fto&innCs regarded his advent with unfeigned 
delight. Ten months' experience has fully home the fours and hopes of 
both parties. 

11 Osman Pasha is a native of Bosnia: he is very old and inf inn. and although 
a kindlv-dispuifud infill, is too feeble and apathetic to exert liiin.seIL in correcting 
or preventing abuses, 

" Surrounded by old friends and relatives, who are, without exception, 
fanatical and strongly attached to the old system of government p and whose 
influence with life Excellency is paramount, .()smuh Pasha has become u more 
cypher in their hands, Thu policy of the Government has cimsequcnily beeghe 
quite reactionary ; that is, tending to the establishing of the authority of the 
Bosniac Beys and the withdrawal of the few privilegt.'s enjoyed by the Christians, 
The Mudiis til nearly every sub-district isi the province have been dismissed, and 
their places lilled by relit Lives Of the Psiahtq by Routines, him I by i’urlta who, 
though not native Basilincs, have Imbibed Bosiimc ideas from long iwdeueti imd 
mam ages into native lam dies/' 

“The Medjlis of this town ri guided by the laws of the Koran, The Judge 
of the Melikenieh is a permanent member of it, and his opinion is decisive. The 
Tansduud is disregarded, and the majority m causes are referred to the Mob kernel] 
for trial/’ 

I would also bag your Excellency's attention to one more extract from the 
Piunc despatch, relating to (he impruckui. [icrmbsion accorded by tlu; Boric to 
tile exiled native Beys to return to Bosnia. 

'■ A step wry prejudicial lo it ^ interests has been adopted by the Bo rtf, 
The rebel Puskas and Beys who wore sent from tins by Omcr Basilu to t.'onstuii- 
iiimplo in chumsi and who were condemned to perpetual exile by Mm? Govern¬ 
ment „ have received permission to return hither, many having already done so, 
and an- now enjoying rise eontiduuee and favour of Osman Pasha, 

■‘Tim inlliuma: of the Central f forearm mill is daily becoming weaker, white 
tho pride and limuticimn of the 13oailiac Mussulmans is rapidly developing itaeh. 
jjueh el disregard to iis interesta will cvcLitmilly bring against the Porte two 


formidable antagonists.—the Christians, who Imvc given tip all hope of mncliora- 
tion of their position under the present regime, and who are daily subjected to 
frcall hardships, luleI the MunulmAna, who look upon the Government of the 
Sultan with disdain. The presence of an energetic and honest Governor is 
urgently required in Bosnia. Such n man could render valuable service in 
re-establishing order and in removing many of t% causes of irritation j hut if the 
Porte persists, in sending Pashas without regard to their capabilities, disgrace 
and misfort une must necessarily follow.’ 1 

Tire Terik, Mustafa Pasha, commanding the troops litre, seems to he a goocl-i 
imturcd, well-intentioned man, and Mrobars to do his duty to the best of Ids 
ability, ami net to interfere with that of others. 

With regard to the conduct of the foreign Consuls here, 1 may observe that 
my Breach colleague seems to act, much as 1 am instructed to do. lie endea¬ 
vours to allay exaggerated apprehensions, and to report the simple truth oe 
what occurs, ns turns he is Eible to ascertain ii. lie, however. considers the 
position of affairs here eis most precarious. 

The Russian Consulate, I am told, is the constant re sort of the Greek 
clergy. From this quarter political pamphlets have been distributed, tending to 
excite the Christian population ; and there is no doubt that ife conduct is inspired 
by iusl met ions quite the reverse of those contained in your lixt-ellvncyh 
Circular. 

Of all t|tc KuropLim Powers, Austria hm the greatest interest in Ikisniu. 
She has several thousands of undoubted subjects residing in ii, mid there tire 
tlujusaiifls more, who, many yeara sigo^ migrated to this prevince, married and 
settled here, and who, until lately, have been eonsidcreEl us Turkish subjects, 
she also desire* to claim. I imagiuo Hint the first plausible occasion for occu¬ 
pation would be seisicd by tills Power with avidity; The posscstioiij of the 
Herzegovina and Bosnia by Austria would remove the question of the port ol 
Kick, in which she is deeply interested, while the whole ol 1 the supplies lor Ihe 
rocky province of DalraMia arc drawn from Bosnia, 'fho conduct of the Austrian 
CunsuldLe-General here is therefore in accordance with tlic end desired. ’This 
estn Mistime at is large and costly, and the rank of tin.' officer at its bead, and the 
vicinity of Austria, gtve^pim u prepoiuleruiLcc pver the other Consuls- Tin? tact 
of the Catholics looking up to Austria mid the Greeks to Bussia as their reli¬ 
gious protectors, gives the bfSoers of these Powers, also, an inuneiuio facility for 
carrying nut ttieir policy, which it is difoealt for the Consuls of England and 
France lo combat, mure particularly as they hold an inferior rank U> their Austrian 
colleague, 

In cimplusiuti, I have to assure your Excellency thru I dial I endeavour 
scrupulously to carry out the suggestions conveyed Lo me ill the body of the 
Circular t£i which l have now replied; and I trust that my conduct, utider all 
circumstances, will obtain your Excellency h s approbation. 

1 have* See. 

(Signed) Vf. R. HOLMES, 


Hex 2L 

Cbfiiftft-Geriej'ir/! Afcrctrc io h.ird J, Raxsc-fL —(Jicreiced Ocfo^r 2.) 

(No, 42.) 

My Lortl* Retjrml t September 10, 1360, 

3 HAVE the honour lo inclose copy of my despatch of this Elate to hie 
Excellency Sir 11 envy Bulwer, transmitihig replies to his Excellency's queries 
relative to the Provincial Administration of the Porte, 

l have* &o. 

(Signed} N. MOORE, 







Enclosure 1 in No. 2L 
Consul-Grit t'ral .V/nrjF'r to iSir II. Ihrfwer. 


Sir, Beyrw&i Bpptfffflfy 10, I860. 

1 IJAVE ilit; honour to inclo&e herewith my replica to the queries■addressed 
to toe by your Excellency in your circular of tine I Uh June, relating to the 
Provincial Adm ini strati mt of tlm Porte. 

I beg to apologia for the delay which ha- arisen in transmitting ray 
answer*, recent events having necessarily absorbed all my attention, and even 
now corn [id rue to be somewhat brief, The replies have reference to the normal 
filiite of things in this Consular district 

1 have, &e< 

(Signed) N. MOORE 


Inclo&urc 2 in No. 21. 
.fW^rrir to Qti&riei*. 


I, AS coin pared with a European standard, or with what it might have 
been brought to, the ecnitlitimi of the country comprised within this Con|libr 
district (the town am! plain of Reyrout and Mount Lebanon) h very backward ; 
Init nwasimid iviLli some other parts of the Turkish Empire, it was, on tie 
whole, before I lie outbreak of the present civil war in the Mountain, prosperous 
and pmgressive, 


2. Christians about 
Mussulman 

M elwnl i ($?h ( ; stu ^ 1 u hornet an s) 

Druses 


150,000 souls, 
20,000 „ 
5,001) M 
30,000 „ 


:'! r There being but a small number of Mahometans in the Lfhanun, there 
remain only the tow a und plain of Royrout to be considered, The occupation 
and jici-siiou in life of Christians and Mussulmans* aro alike; they ore respectively 
proprietors merchants, und trades people. 

4, Ye-.: they can hold landed property ms perfectly equal conditions. 

5. Yes ; they can do so on equal terms. 

is r There arc no purely Mussulman villages in the Lebanon i in the few 
mixed villages the Cl wist hip k os well off as the Mahometan peasantry. 

7. Christian evidence is admitted in the mixed Tribunals (thosecomposed 
of flu is tom and Mussulman membere), but not in the purely Turkish Court 
called the Mehkemeh. or in the Grand Medjlifl of the hvalet wMiim it i* presided 
over by the Cadi, and where the law may b a administered according It) the Shari 
(Mahometan Ecclesiastical Law), in case of murder, for instance, wj^en the 
murderer is a Moslem, that presidency and that law tire resorted to, nod Christian 
evidence would be rejected. No such case having occurred for many years, l 
i 4 .ii j umihle Lo furnish instances. Petty Criminal cases arc tried at tine Medjlia 
Tabkik (Court of VeriEidfpou), and civil suits at the Commercial Courts, both 
mixed Tribunals where Christian evidence is accepted. 

Most, decidedly so. 

<1. Thu inequalities dependent on religion now are the non-admission of 
['imstianH to superior public nil lues and to tbo tinny, und the nonrececptoltee 
at Christian evidence ns sped lied in answer to Query 7. Whiit the Clii'i-.tinns 
have to com plain of k by no means ao tnueh any i act] mil i ties e.ir burdens sanc¬ 
tioned by Jaw, us abuses of power no the part, uf (he authorities Hpringing cither 
from thnuticEsru or sectaritm partiality, 

10, I think they would prefer entering the army lo paying the lux, if there 
could he enrolled purely Christ. uni regiment#, officered by Christians ; but they 
murli prefer paying the lax lo serving in the army with the eoiulUimi of being 
rl rjifi.t'd into Ibirklsli regiments with Turkic i office is. They would gain most, I 
eo'iLi'lee, by entering lhe army under the former arrangement than by paying 
the lux, 

11. MV) build a church, permission fu do so by a firman from the Porto 
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must first to mA, the Christies find no diffionlty in following ** 

* Hl U. feu buW cases occur it is by tlic act of tlw Government. 

, a. l-rol^t,mts areT^h 'aoil^ritio^ whom. 

1 i,li4 m —° r *“* b 

10 ^.'^KrpUhtt - frequently made, « itae ■££3*£ 
hand. plead, ,.«l often with justice, that they net Wkton . li^s 

cannot be ulftetwte so kmg as their tenure of oflicc depends, aa it now oocs, 

the pjeamire of the Turkish authorities* i„ w think that these 

15 , Christians are admitted into the Medilis. I ^not thnik hat t jest 
Com.eih so far as their president, who is a Turkish official, and Mahometan 
members are concerned, are at all more favourable to progress and gout) govern- 
3 «h£*K wtould he. Any efforts of the ft rite* members m those 

is littb batter that, nominal, they take 
their cue. t!i aCr^t «U* &om the Boveroin, Pasha, vttom they dare hot 
displease, and upon whom, in reality, all depends. 

Is* IfieyX'n'oYeviXW open oct* * U**. » strong desire to make 

the two «three that have 

occui rert in my lime the motives have been worldly, such as the desire to marry 
u particular man who was a Mohometen, to escape family partition, and thi 

llllg ' 20 The forms of justice here are belli simple and inexpensive ; what is 
rival ire d t ensure pAt and equal justice is honesty of purpose on the part « 
ppSm and judges, with, of course, the unqualified and universal adm.ss.0ft 

nl Ci ll' 1 sl q^osenffisniing greater security to life and property (lion a) l| n ‘“ iu 
exists and the certainty of prnmpt trad equal justice in order to cortisol!date that 
public confidence which engenders cncminigcjncnt to iimlcrtakc those tf&tef? 
aws cultivate ftioac arbs and develop tli^ resemrees which confnbute to 
iniiKtltutc the happiness and greatnesa of a nation, As to the attain incut i 
u“bUte tbJ must depend, under the preamt form of B^rn.nent ,n 
Turkey, the ijulividtnd Imeas, integrity, mitl capacity ol the Iqc&l 

Governor^ ^ uls<jou ^ tc ^iy possible to establish bM Bchoola, As to the uElect 
tl|t would be produced p the spread of education and enlightenment cannot be 

ot1u»wse^t^b ^ TrLeilivll , c W5>a irl be Ulusonr and futile, '!'ho Christian Vwv- 

Govertior would be ft mere cypher locally,and, as to Hk present at naif, t.o the 

Porte it is hardly to be suppobed they will he listoned to, . ...... 

34, I certainly think Buck agency ho£ bmi^uiul is at work with that 
view. The question is one, however, which, from ns very nature, it is most 
difficult io illustrate hy kistanccs, when the means employtM arc not open imt 
patent, tltough under cover of specious pretexts, Him, why 

L ^nnlil Is (bo proceedings of certain foreign agents m the matte, of the 

Calendar* reporteu in tmF deBpalohcBn , 

25, vi all who can m loreign passports At Beyrout some ^ 
lldyaliK have procured foreign passports and become subjects o lll ‘ 1 ^ 
granting them. Of the latter mode of procedure no mstatieeh hayc occurred 

here that t am aware of, 


No. 22. 

Consul Heim** to Lord J , Buwrtk— at Cflfjriry, October 0.) 

(No. E5L) 

Buna Serai, Seplim&er 1™Q* 

I HAVE the honmilf to indosc herewith, for your LovMilt ■* inlm o ";’ 1 - 
«>py of a despatch which 1 liavo addte«# to Her Mm- -ty - Amba-mbM-. 










